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OTTAWA (CUP) The
170,000-member Canadian Un-
ion of Students Monday lost
one of its strongest members,
when the University of Alber-
ta students’ council voted to
withdram immediately from the
association.

A telegram informing CUS
President Doug Ward of Ed-
monton’s decision to leave the
organization was received to-
day (Tuedsay, Sept. 20) in Ot-
tawa.

Edmonton council president
Branny Schepanovich has for
several months criticized CUP
for overextending itself in its
activities, and at the 20th CUS
Congress earlier this month
threatened to pull his univer-
sity delegation out of CUS.

The sudden pull-out drew an
axpression of “disappointment”
from Ward, who said he would
personally encourage and assist
the Edmonton campus in any
future move back to the CUS
fold.

“T am glad that Branny has
had the strength of his convic-
tions,” the CUS president said.
“Alberta traditionally has been
one of the strongest members
of CUS...”

Schepanovich’s opposition to
CUS policy, particularly in the
area of international affairs,
extends back to the day when
he was elected council presi-
dent—March 4.

Earlier this summer he sent
a circular to all council presi-
dents warning them against
“overextension”.
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By STEPHEN LANGEVIN

The opening of the academic
Byear at St. Dunstan’s was high-
lighted by sweeping changes in

the curriculum unprecedented
in the recent history of this
institution.

Perhaps the most striking
change was the channeling of
candidates for the Arts degree
into either a Major or a Gen-
eral program. When queried as
to the reason for this move,
the president of St. Dunstan’s,
Rt. Rev. G. A. Macdonald, told
the Red and White that the
idea was to give those intent
on doing post-graduate work an
adequate backing in their ma-
jor fields, while at the same
ime avoiding needless special-
ization for those students who
show neither the inclination nor
the ability to study for a Mas-
ter's degree or a doctorate.

Not so striking, but, nonethe-
less, even more welcome, are
he recent changes in the Theo-
logy requirements. Those who
were forced to suffer through
one,two, or even three years of
he Religion courses formerly
offered at this institution will
know what this writen means

LLER‘ when he says that they were

often more of a nuisance than
i benefit. As attempted moral

formation (or reformation),
hey were tardy, re-warmed
leftovers from high school. The

texts were often no more than

j pver-grown catechisms; one had

only to memorize selected por-
ions the night before the exam
to obtain a passing mark. As a
study, the courses were hiased
and provincial, and were taught
scemingly under the impres-
gion that those who took them

were staunch, mute, unques-
ioning Catholics in no need of
being convinced of anything,

east of all of the infallibility
of a Church whose very theolo-

gians often fail to agree on
vital matters. In short, not only
would no other college or uni-
rersity in North America have
lreamed of accepting these
courses for credit; but, to com-
yound the obnoxious situation,
0 man in the world capable
f any degree of independent
hought would even have re-
wognized them as courses.

But now, at last, we have
something to sink our teeth
nto. In the words of Monsig-
wor Macdonald, the secience of
heology at St. Dunstan’s has
Seen raised to the level of a
study, with all the prestige and
‘mportance normally accorded
any other science. This is only
one example of the revised
thinking: of our faculty and ad-
ministration. When our Spiri-
tual Director, Rev. James Kelly.
opens the year by calling upon
the students to question every
facet of their environment, re-
ligion included; and when Rev.
Dr. Thomas MacLellan makes
a point, in the first class of
Theology 4, of impressing on
the students that faith is not
a matter merely of blind as-
sent, but of intellectual accep-
tance; then one cannot help but
helieve that at long last this
nniversity is on its way, mno
longer to a superficial Religion,
but to an essential Theology.

In addition, an Arts Program
otherwise already excellent has
heen given yet another boost.
As the head of our English de-
partment, Dr. Grendan O’'Grady,

explained it: what with St
Dunstan’s requiring 24 credits
for a B.A., four more than most
other institutions in Canada, it

was widely, though incorrectly,
guspected that unless we had
exceptionally bright students,
not only our Religion program
but our other courses as well
were perhaps a trifle weak,

But now the work load in the
Eophomore and Senior years
has been reduced from five
courses and a nuisance to five
straight eourses, the other pro-
fessors can raise their stand-
ards even higher. Besides
which, our Theology credits will
now be recognized almost any-
where.

And what with such added
benefits as more reasonable
forms of discipline, the new
science building, and the con-
tinual blowing of the winds of
change on this campus, it
should not be long before St.
Dunstan’s is recognized as one
of the best undergraduate uni-
versities in Canada.

TWO PAPERS
JOIN CUP

OTTAWA (CUP) — Two
Maritime student newspapers
have joined the Canadian Uni-
versity Press as associate mem-
bers for the coming year.

They are The Picaro, pub-
lished by students at Mount St.
Vincent University, and The St.
Mary’s Journal, produced at
St. Mary’s College. Both insti-
tutions are located in Halifax,
N.S.

CUP’s membership now in-
cludes 43 campus newspapers—
12 associate and 31 full mem-
bers.

WEATIHER
Tomorrow will be sunny
with whole bunches of
clouds. Light winds of 40
knots are expected. Anoth-
er fine day.

Alberta Leaves CUS

The circular questioned the
CUS national executive’s right
to make policy statements on
world issues while at the same
time claiming to represent the
opinion of all Canadian stud-
ents. It urged delegations to
the 30th Congress to consider
restricting CUS to activities
which only directly involve uni-
versity and other post-second-
ary students in Canada.

When his proposals failed to
receive support of this month’s
Congress, Schepanovich threat-
ened to pull out of CUS.

“We can do without CUS,”
Schepanovich was quoted as
saying in Edmonton last March
“but the question is, can CUS
do without us?”

CUS chief Ward, however,
expressed little concern Tues-
day about the financial impli-
cations of Edmonton's with-
drawal.

Edmonton’s 11,000 - student
enrolment would have added an
estimated $7,000 to CUS cof-
fers this year, but the five-cent
per capita fee increase approv-
ed at this vear’s Congress will
more than cancel this out.

Ward said CUS will probably
embark on a fund-raising cam-
paign to raise money for its
depleted budget, and denied
there will be any cutbacks in
CUS projects this year.

“Tt means we're going to have
to work harder...” he said. “It
will be a smaller and a tighter
union now.”

Asked what effect the with-
drawal will have on the $280,-
000 cultural and athletic festi-
val scheduled for next March
on the University of Alberta
and University of Calgary cam-
puses, Ward said:

“] have no comment on this.
I don’t know what other coun-
cils will have to say, and I
wouldn’t want to prejudice
their opinions.”

The festival, called Second
Century Week, has received
backing from CUS and finan-
cial support from the Centen-
nial Commission and Alberta
government, as well as from
private individuals and com-
panies.

With Edmonton’s absence
from CUS membership rolls,
the organization has 43 mem-
bers, representing about 160,000
students in Canadian post-sec-
ondary institutions.

BRILLIANT MINDS MEET HERE

At the thirtieth annual CUS
congress held in Halifax from
Sept. 3-9 it was decided that
St. Dunstan’s would host the
next AAS Congress.

Now to those newcomers on
campus CUS means Canadian
Union of Students which is a
national organization of Stud-
ent’s Councils. The students be-
come members of CUS through
their students’ council. At pre-
sent there are 140,000 members
of CUS in Canada. The stud-
ents councils are responsible
for establishing CUS commit-
tees on each campus to carry
out the work of CUS. The exe-
utive of CUS is a national
iecretariat. It is composed of a
national president and vice-
nresident elected by the con-
rress and a number of asso-
‘iated secretaries appointed by
the president, a comptroller
and clerical staff complete the
nicture.

The Secretariate is respon-
sible for most of the affairs of
TUS. It carries out the pro-
gram laid down by the pre-
vious congress.

Because CUS is an associa-
tion of students’ councils and
10t CUS committees it is the

A TRIBUTE

Those of us who knew Mark
Handrahan personally, or only
as a member of the St. Dun-
stan’s community, still eannot
believe that he is dead. We ac-
cept with perplexity that rul-
ing of the Divine Law, which
would call our young friend.

But again, this should not
seem so very tragic for, the
same law to which Mark had
to comply, rules also that a life
of eighteen years may be just
as complete and rewarding as
a life of eighty years. The sup-
reme  test is that we run the
race well be it short, like Marks,
or longer and more complex.

While none of us dare judge
a friend, all of us could observe.
In chapel, in the arena, or in
the classroom, Mark played his
role well. The warm smile and
sincere voice are characteris-
tics of a friend we will soon
not forget. |

To Mark’s family—our sym-
pathy—and an extra prayer
that, following his example, we
may all become stronger run

ners, and soon join him at the)

finish line.

councils that are responsible for
CUS. But because the amount
of work involved in adminis-
tering CUS projects is more
than the councils are able to
handle a CUS committee is es-
tablished on each campus. The
committee is responsible for
carrying out the work assigned
to it by the Secretariat or by
the couneil.

The decision making body of
CUS is the National congress
held annually. Most of the time
in the congress is spent in
three commissions. All topies
to be discussed are subdivided
into three categories, Univer-
sity Affairs, Canadian Affairs
and International Affairs. These
commissions meet separately
but at the same time for three
or four days. It is here that
most of the discussion takes
place. In the last few days of
the congress the plenary ses-
sion is held where motions are
presented by the commissions.

The motions passed are writ-
ten about almost every phase
of student life and the world
community. They deal with
subjects ranging from the edu-
cation, birth econtrol, the CYC,
to Viet Nam and South Africa.
The motions often reflect the
belief in ‘Total Involvement’
for students.

Getting back to AAS, this
Association of Atlantic Stud-
ents was formed several years
ago by the Atlantic Universi-
ties. AAS has a membership
of twelve Universities and Col-
leges, it was established to deal
with problems that solely the
concern of the Maritimes. It
has meetings twice a year. Vot-
ing is one vote per school. The
main value so far as AAS hag
been an exchange of ideas.

DOUG RICHARD

CABINET MINISTER SUPPORTS

HALIFAX (CUP) — The
abolition of tuition fees could
be the next step toward achiev-
ing universal accessibility to
Canadian post-secondary insti-
tutions, a federal cabinet min-
ister told the 380th Canadian
Union of Students Congress
here Sept. 3.

Hon. Allan J. MacEachen,
minister of national health and
welfare, said the removal of
tuition fees “would leave stud-
ent aid programs to concentrate
on those other financial areas
which deter capable young men
and women from seeking high-
er education.”

But the minister emphasiz-
ed tuition fees are only a part
of the cost of a university edu-
cation, and their removal would
still leave substantial financia]
hurdles for the aspiring grad-
uate,

“Personally, I am not at al]
convinced that the arguments

against the removal of tuition
fees are all that valid.”

Noting a “great deal of my-
thology” surrounds the benefits
obtained by students who work
their way through university,
Mr. MacEachen said such a sys-
tem involves “a lot of heart-
break, discouragement and dis-
appointment; cutting corners
on studies, interrupted careers
—and how many, with the urge
and brains, but not the cash,
have had to cut short their
studies after one or two
years?”

He added: “The program
proposed by Professor Bladen
— requiring payments from
those who can afford it, more
aid for those who can’t—is a
starting point. But I would add
it is becoming increasingly ob-
vious that governments, fed-
eral and provincial, must sit
down with the universities and
map out a master plan for
higher edueation in Canada, in-

$$ ABOLITION

cluding the question of abolish-
ing tuition fees.”

The federal and provincial
governments are scheduled to
meet in mid-October to discuss
the problems of financing high-
er education—a field in which
constitutional jurisdietion rests
with the provincial government.

“The federal government and
the provinces will come to this
meeting with a common objec~
tive — to ensure that every
Canadian capable of benefitting
from higher education is able
to get it,” Mr. MacEachen pro-
mised.

He pointed to the govern-
ment’s $10 a month youth al-
lowances program, student loan
plan, proposed $3 increase in
per capita grants to universi-
ties from $2 to $5, and the
proposed $40 million bursary—
scholarship plan as examples
of assistance and encourage-
ment to higher education in
Canada.
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