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REVIEW 
Politicians: 

There is a great fascination in the study of politics 
and politicians, probably because all men have a certain 
taste and turn for intrigue, which, to them, is synony- 
mous with politics. Of course, a great number conceal 
this weakness from the world,.and even some are able 
to hide it from their most intimate friends. There are 
many, indeed, who rail against politics as a corrupt ex- 
cresence existing on the body of the State, and against 
all politicians, as merely the parasitic survivals of a once 
useful class, now sunk in contemplation only of those per- 
sonal advantages, which may be gained by attaching them- 
selves, leech-like, to the body politic. 

They say: “Analyse the elements which make for 
political success. First of all comes command of language, 
so that the person in question can direct a steady stream 
of words at  any strange fellow who has the impudence 
to challenge the actions, words, or sentiments of the party, 
which, of course, can do-no wrong. Secondly, this flow 
of words must npt be so intelligible as to convey any defi- 
nite meaning which may be brought up against the speaker 
a t  some future time. Thirdly, is the necessary accom- 
plishment of what is called illogical logic, that is, con- 
vincing argument which will delude one’s hearers into a 
belief that the speech is based on a close adherence to 
facts.” There are also one or two other things necessary 
to complete the vulgar picture of the full fledged poli- 
tician, such as the art of throwing the blame on somebody 
else, and taking the credit for oneself, the knowledge of 
the proper end at  which a cigar should be lighted, the 
carrying of a corkscrew always on one’s person, and such 
like important, though subsidiary points. They go on 
to say that the intelligent unscrupulous possessing these 
traits, or rather, attributes, are bound to succeed, but 
that the great mass of would-be politicians are too stupid 
to grasp them all, and so, eventually are failures. These, 
they continue, are the only classes of politicians; for the 
men who take up politics are usually either too stupid to 
succeed, or too unscrupulous to be safe a t  anything else. 

We are compelled to dissent from this view. We be- 
lieve that politicians (of course there are politicians and 
politicians) are not an anomaly, but still a living and vivi- 
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