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This fever flush swn fades, 
And in its place 
Come falling leaves 
And freezing rains: 
Forerunners cruel 

of death‘s unknown reward. 
And, in the dusk, 

Amidst the autumn storm, 

Remorse, so futile, yet so sharp, 
For deeds ill done, 

For things byond mall, 
And unwritten now, 

Byfate’s grim hands 

Comes, like a dreaded spectre from the Right. 
Regret. 

Upon the record in the heights. 

Thou canst now only hope 
The gods be kind, 
And e n d  thee m n  

That wished for, dreaded opiate: 
Winter’s white forgetfulness. 

unhappy soul! 

M. J. M. ’61 

THE LARGE AND THE SMALL 

“And He said: Let us make Man to OUT image and likeness. . .” 
and at this moment M a n  was created. In  turn Man created 
families. Every one of us was born in a family, and shall be re- 
sponsible for a new family (with ouly very few =xeeptions) no 
matter what language we speak and in what mrner of the world we 
dwell. The family therefore is the prime of all natural societies. 
The word “family” just like the word “water’’, has been so familiar 
to us that we hardly give it much thought. Only those who travd 
in the desert realize the indispensibility of water, and likewise, ody 
those who have lost or left their families will be able to tell you how 
much a family means t o  them. Where ever you go your family 
name is always behind you. You bear B family name that has come 
down to you through the centuries, and it is ouly natural for us to 
be pmud of our family and our family’s name. The family as we 
cam see, constitutes an outstanding feature of the life of w e r y  
nation. Among the Chinese however, it has been emphasized more 
+an an other nation. I t  has a leading part in the economic life, 
m sociarcontrol, in moral education and in government. 
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family,fouror even Eve generations can be found living to ther 
under one roof and having a common life. There are still2rgeger 
p u p s  existin hut these groups are so l a p  that the members very 
ode do nbt %e in the ~ a m e  commumty or even in the same 
pmvmce. W e  can clauify them as Clans and not families in the 
usual -se &the word. 

For Eenturies, the fate of the small families in China had been 
a bit tv  one. They were only found in hip cities and market meetin 

e members of this type of family were most1 manuf 
actors, hawkers and a t  certain periods also incynded the 

e social standing of these people was low and consequently 
unities were of little importamp. For generations alter 

generation, these people had to follow the same line of pmfession 
and W ~ E  always among the unprivileged. But with the dawn of 
the Twentieth Century the Western Civilization brou h t  to this 
ancient kingdom the idka of indivdualism and the sm& familbs 
fie bmke throu h the line and emerged as the dommatmg 
sowsty of modern zhina. Soon after, Industrialization had given 
the second death blow to the large family. Since the modern 
Chinese family is only a copy of the Occidental family I will not 

say too much ahout it. Our main point of interest 
ancient organization-the large family-which nowhere 

6 world is duplicated. 
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Ethical concepts have contributed to the strength of the 
family. The three relations emphasized by traditional moral 
standards and re-enforced by Confuscianism are tho= between 
father and son, older and younger brother, and husband and wife. 
Cooperation among the members of the family is unquestioned and 
automatic. The greatest personal sin is to bring dishonour to the 
family name. 

In talkin about the family name, here is how one in China is 
composed. T%e Chinese language is symbolic, and each symbol is 
called a character. Usually, a Chinese name is made up of three 
characters: the character which designates the family name is 
written first (contrary to Occidental custom), the second is generally 
common to all the cousins of the same generation, and the third is 
peculiar to the individual. But sometimes the third rather then the 
second character is common to the 8-e generation and there are 
cases ir which only one character is given besides the fernily name 

Men have been and still are. the heads of the family. For a 
family of several generations, the members of the oldest generation 
are undoubtedly the most influential and dominating. One can 
easily see the greal task of managing such a large communitF 
The “elders” as they are called, have .hos t  absolute power m 
deciding family affairs, such as marriagees, disputes, education or 
even the future professions of the younger generation. Dis- 
obedience against the elders is against “filial iety” and is considered 
an unpardonable offence. Confusciank fa, such a strong hold 
on the Chinese po dation that honour to one’s parents and elders 
comes before anytfing else. Anyone who conceives the idea of a 
Chinese attempting violence against his parents or ancestors is 
only being ridiculous. 

The ceremonies in honour of ancestors have constituted a 
cornerstone of the Chinese family. Sons are so indispensable in 
carrying on the family name and in maintaining fhe honour given 
to ancestors that failure to have them is considered a major offence 
against filial piety. Therefore, the institution of marriage has been 
of surprising importance. Since it has been so, largeb for the 
purpose of perpetuating the family and the ancestral rites, the 
matrng of coup es has been regarded as B concern of the elders and 
of the family. Strange as it may sound thc pros ective bride and 
groom have no say whatsoever in a matter whicE means so much 
to them. I t  has always been a custom to have a.?y betmthals, 
especially between families of high rocial standing. Sometimes the 
arrangements ape made when the mating couples are still in their 
infancy. In the case of poorfamilies, the unfortunate young bride 
has to go over to the house of the groom and work as a servant for 
the family until the time comes lor their marriage. The generally 
accepted law is that a man can have only one wife; but among the 
well-to-do concubinage happens frequently. The dissension and 
jeal0usie.e which so often accom any concubinage have been 
familiar features of a Chinese housegold. 
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Since male progeny are necessary if the family line is to be 
continued, boys have been regarded as more valuable than girls. 
After marriage, the irl becomes a member of her husband's family 
and is lost compledy to her parents (she will o d y  return to her 
parents on big events such as death and marriage). Therefore the 
sons especially the first born, have all the attention of the whole 
family. The prestige d a woman in B family can be determined by 
her first born; if, unfortunate1 it is a girl she will be regarded as 
incapable and murmurings wi$ be directed against her until she 
bears a b y .  When B son is born into a family, celebrations can Le 
mntinued for a whole year until the son is one year old and his 
name is officially registered in "the family book" which is kept in 
the family temple. 

The Chinese family, founded by tradition and Confuscianism 
and perfected Ly trial and error is the moral and rdu- 
cational center oI the Chinese youth. Even the Chinese fam- 
ilies on this continent, who have been here for generations still 
retain their uniqueness and the Chinese youths in the United 
States, though greatly Americanized, are continuously displaying a 
high degree of moral excellence o ~ e r  theic contemporary Occidental 
friends. I deduced these facts from various reports in dinerent 
magazines ublished in the United States and I do not imagine 
that they h this only to lease the Chinese. I shall ody  hope 
that the Chinese families wib mntinue to be strong and am admired 
characterisric of China. 

-ALFRED TSANG '60 

TO A MOUSTACHE 

I little care if you lack a "pas&" 

But of your comments I'm rcally tired 
Especially since you've iarely admired. 
So please with me do not be short 

I like it, you don't! 
Too bad. I won't 
SHAVE I T  OFF. 

0" me or mine or my moustache, 

If yo" note a snarl in my retort. 

-JAMES M. REDDIN '60 

The world's longest river is the Mississippi. (4502 miles) 


