
On September 12th, 1919, when the interest of the world 
’ I was centered expectantly on Wilson’s fourteen points, and the 

distuibance they were causing in the League of Nations, Gabriel , 

D’Annunzio dramatically claimed the attention of everybody 
byileading a filibustering etpedition to Fiume and occupying it 
in the name of Italy. The very audacity of the enterprise, ’ the 
almost ridiculous ease with which it was accomplished, and 
perhaps above all, the\ seeming inconsistence of its leader with 

, its nature, won from the world a laugh of g(enuine enjoyment 
and gained for D’Annunzio a’  prominent place in the popular 
meqory. 

I With the relative importance and strategic position of 
Fiume everyone is qcquainted. Likewise all know what a bone 
of contention Fiume proved to be at the Peace Conference. And 
that a Poet, at the head of a mere handful of men, should seize 
and hold it for fifteen months, in defiance both of his own gov- 
ernment and of the governments involved in the controversy 
over its possession, is the more remarkable because of its ap- 
parent absurdity. This, however, the poet did-and thereby 
made history. 

The world thus far has seen three phases of D’Annuhzio’s 
eventful life ; she has seen him first as a poet,- then a soldier,’ 
and lately a dictator. It is given to so few men to enjoy such a 
remarkable career that \it is well worth on& while to give 
D’Annunzio rather more than a cursory glance, to regard him 
successively in each of the roles he played, and to decide \for 
me’s self whether to consider him the genius he is thought to 
be by some, or the lunatic he is thought to be by others. 

First of all, however, a few words about the rhan hims4f. 
To tGe be& of our knowledge no authentic detailed description 
of the hero of Fiume has hitherto appeared in print on this siae 
of the Atlantic. The only facts therefore that we can glean, 
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of the eccentricities of his artistic temperament. Most of his 
novels and plays he wrote at “La Capponcina,” a remarkable, 
pseudo-monastic abode covered with Latin inscriptions, in 
which every article of furniture is alleged to be at least four 
hundred years old. DAnnunzio has had pictures of himself I 

church-altar, lighted up by sixty candles Evidently he believed 1 
with Balzac, that inspiration comes only with candle-light. This 4 
also recalls the legend of Alfred de Musset, “writing feverishly i 
all night in his apartments in Paris by the light of candles. ” \ 
In his fadtidiousness regarding his clothes, he resembles Mas- . 
cagni, the famous composer of Cavelieria Rusticand. These 
oddities illustrate the innate vanity and love of pomp peculiar to I 

the Italian race but a little more marked i’n the Ease of the poet. ; 

interests us, but as a soldier and dictator. A special corres- ’ 

pondent of the London Times says: , 

“It is a great mistake to underrate DAnnunzio. This man . 

’ 

spread broadcast, wherein he appeay$ writing on an ancient 1 i 

It is not as apoet, however, that D’Annunzio arouses and. 

‘ isa real force. . . . . He is an untiring worker and has 
that divine gift of personal magnetism which attracts the loyalty 
and devotion of other men. There can be no question of . 
his power to sway the masses. The almost religious admiration I 

in which he is held by the regular Italian forces-officers and 
men o€ the army and navy alike-is surpased only by the 
‘fanatical fervor of his own followers. ” 

Surely such confidence between a leader and his men could - 
not have sprung up over night, nor could it have begot itself. , 

Such, indeed, is not the case with either of these possibilities. 
D’Annunzio did more than anybody else to bring Italy into 

the war. Some of his speeches then, as his Fiume orations now, 
will endure as long as the Italian language. It was his speech 
at Quarto, May 4th. 1915, that finally ranged Italy with the ’ 

Allies against Austria, her age-long enemy. His oratorical ’ 

powers--the means through which he played on the responsive I 

chords of his countymen’s emotional nature-no less than his I 

own personal magnetism, first won for him the esteem and 
1 - 
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For thirteen mohths thereafter, there was no work done in 
’ Eiume. When his own resources were exhausted D’Annunzio 

paid his nine thousand troops with money “ presented ’’ tb him 
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which did not insure the annexation of Fiume to Italy, it is im- 
portant to note that the reasons which Cardinal Gasparri urged 
again& further resistance were those which were subsequently 
assigned for surrendering the city to the Italian forces. 

The story of Fiume, reduced to its simplest ’terms, is the 
product of the magnetic action of one man upon a population 
rendered peculiarly responsive to his influence by the charged 
atmosphere of their environment and thetevents immediately 
preceding. D’Annanzio wished to make Fiume a “Citta 
Italianissima.” That he failed is due only to his own lack of fore- 
sight, for which he is hardly to be blamed. Some have dubbed 
his adventure “Garibaldian,” and:have glorified it as such. 
Judged by superficial appearances, it bears some resemblance 
to the famous expedition of 1860. But the likeness goes no 
further than mere appearances. The expedition of 1860 was 
prepared and accomplished by a handful of private citizens free 

, from military duty, and “with the approval of the government.” 
The Fiume expedition was conceived and carried out by frag- 
ments of the regular army, that refused obedience to the law, 
and it was against the wish of the government. No ! D’Annunzia 
was not another Garibaldi. He was more. His case may be 
defined by what Matthew Arnold terms the result of: “ The 
power of the man, and the power of the moment.” 
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