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- L E T T E R - T I I E H A L F M A N G E T S M A R R I E D 

j. Dear Sir, 

w I have read Mr. Doucette's 
h article on the War in South 
,! Viet Nam and I must say that 
; I strongly disagree with him. 
* I hope that his ideas are not 
'•shared by the people in the 
I western world, or else there is 

*Bot much hope for freedom 
SBnd democracy in this world! 

\M Mr. Doucette pointed out in 
V his article that the U.S. is in-
%i flicting the crudest punish-
' I ment conceivable...on the South 
lkVietnamese People (who) are 
- subjected to the pain and ter-

•; ror of modern warfare. What 
%, he does not realize is that the 
? fi U.S. is helping the South Viet 
\ It Namese people to fight off in-
d(» filtration from the north and 
lf, terrorism and lawlessness in 

aie their own land. What he does 
r̂ vnot realize is the fact that the 
vj Viet Cong are using force and 
i,V terrorism throug-h assassina-
, Vtion of Village officials, kidnap-
,1,'ping of young villager's, and 
;a,., robbing and murdering any dis-
,!,; senters in the villaee to control 
i;-™ the people. In fighting the viet 
, , Cong, the South Vietnamese 
. , people did suffer all sorts of 
/"hardships, but if they are still 
|' willing to fight the Viet Cong 
',' ''after all these years of suffer-
, ing, isn't it right for someone 

- help them?/ 

?„pMr. Doucette also stated that 
jertiiiommunism is a good change 
lit"; Jor the Asians. He stated that 
..v'many competent observers be-
)se««ve that for the people of 
ivvyhina. Thp change was for the 

>etter." What his "many com-
ijiJn ..»etent observers" apparently 

lid not look into is really start-
Bjftg! The Chinese had suffered 

iepv|lot through the Communistic 
,y:.dvancement programmes like 

„,.;• The Great Leap Forward" To 
)v.ame a well known fact, the 
1:|pd in China was rationed 

"Vver since the 1950's, according 
r ffJ the ranks and positions held 
eo "I the people. (This is in direct 
/ Jocktery to the Communistic 
Jlaims that there is no class 

e! distinction in their society.) 
Iveryone was given books of 

• •. Vnupons which were used along 
a ™Mh money to buy rice, meat, 
'"'• ep"etables, oil, and all the oth^r 

aily necessities and commodi-
:es. Without these coupons, one 
)uld not buy anything unless 

. ;om the black market. Even 
oins: to eat in the restaurants 
squired the coupons for the 
)od ordered besides money. In 
i.e city, the food for an or-
inary worker was about forty 
)S of riee and three ounces of 

,,.vr: 11 monthly. The oil was for 
)oking and therefore was not 
ious:h. Meat was apportioned 

'.•',. t about ten ounces per person 
yery ten days and fish at about 
"e lb per person each week. 
Iloth was rationed at about 
iree yards per person per 
ear and the purchase of a 
icial towel and handkerchieves 

y -1': 8*well as cloth shoes counted 
>wards one's cloth allotement. 

• • • n the countryside, the situ-
tion was worse; farmers and 
illa^ers received about half of 
hat the cityf oiks were getting, 
he farmers worked in "Com­

es" and all products from 
field belonged to the state. 
; is strongly against the 
an right to private pro-

erty, a traditional belief of the 
)le. There is also absolutely 
freedom of speech. Those 

dared to speak out or al-
d to have spoken out a-
lst Communism and/or the 

mysteriously disappeared 
rn up later in labor camps 
e northeast to "voluntarily 

nsider and reassess" one's 
and ideas. Some just dis­

appeared. 

As for Mr. Doucette's idea 
that "Washington is not inter­
ested in (progressive land re­
form programmes, war on pov 
erty, and end to profiteering 
and corruption, a better distri­
bution of wealth) such reme­
dies '. He should open his eyes 
and ears to the news outside 
his little world and then he 
would find out that it was just 
about two wveks before the 
appearances of his article that 
the South Viet Nam govern­
ment and the U.S. government 
had jointly signed the Declara­
tion of Honalulu. "The United 
States," said the declaration, 
"will give its full support to 
measures of social and econom­
ical revolution based upon the 
principles of building upward 
from the hopes of all the people 
in South Viet Nam. One of the 
projects of rebuilding the na­
tion is the USAID programme 
in which a band of young A-
mericans are presently risking 
their lives to bring aid and 
know-how to the countryside. 

Mr. Dean Rusk, the Secretary 
of State of the U.S,, stated 
quite clearly that ". . .The rest 
of the world is our living room. 
We've got to try to join with 
others to build a decent world 
system or we'll have no chance 
to get on with the daily needs 
of our people. . . We have a 
universal stake in.. . the ability 
of small nations to live alone 
and not be molested simply be­
cause they live near a great 
power. Otherwise. . . this be­
comes once again the law of 
the Jungle where the denizens 
of the jungle have weapons 
that just must not be used if 
man is to survive." 

What Mr. Doucette did not 
know is that the war in South 
Viet Nam is not as simple and 
unimportant a? he thought to 
be. South Viet Nam, along with 
Laos, Thialand, Burma, and 
Malaysia make up what is act­
ually the "Rice-bowl" of South 
east and West Asia. Inib'a is 
already not able to produce 
enough food for herself and 
the other coutries are now st­
ruggling to keep up in food 
production with the ever-in­
creasing population. If South 
Viet Nam and later the Indo-
C:uL'a peninsula is to fall into 
the hands of the Communists, 
they would be able to control 
the whole of Asia through this 
blood vein! 

Mr. Doucette repeatedly 
stressed in his article that, no 
matter what is the outcome of 
the war in South Viet Nam, and 
for that matter even if the 
whole of Asia falls into the 
hands of the Communists, THE 
LIVES OF 99% OF THE PEO­
PLE IN CANADA AND U.S. 
WILL NOT BE AFFECTED! 
In other wards, he does not 
care about the welfare of the 
less fortunate people in this 
world! In other words, when 
he sees a man who cannot swim 
fall into a river, he would not 
jump into the river and try to 
save that unfortunate person, 
even through he is a very good 
swimmer himself! I thank God 
that there are still some people 
left in this world who would 
risk their lives for some other 
unfortunate persons simply be­
cause of ideals and human 
rights, and not because of 
personal profit. 

And this, my dear Sir, is my 
reply, the reply of a free Asian, 
to Mr. Doucette. 

Sincerely Yours, 
Nicholas Wong 

: 
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In the past, and sometimes 
even today, people have had 
the annoying tendency to con­
sider the student as an incom­
plete human being who is at 
a transitory stage in his life 
where he must still be guided. 
In a word, people outside the 
university often consider the 
student as a half-man. Then 
this half-man gets married. 
Not always, to be sure "but to 
an increasing extent. 

Two Quebec jounals — Le 
Quartier Latin and Le Carabin 
—recently published enquiries 
into the problems of student 
couples. 

The enquiry of Le Quartier 
Latin is the most profound and 
my the same token the most in­
teresting. The investigators 
first of all made a study of 
marriage among youth in gen­
eral on the American continent. 
The majority of young women 
who will get married will be 18 
years old this year. Their hus­
bands will be 21 or 22. 

This phenomenon of rejuve­
nation begun during the second 
world war. In the 1940s-1950s 
the number of married students 
in American universities dou­
bled. Moreover, sociologists 
have established that the in­
crease of marriages is clearly 
greater among the more ed­
ucated milieu than among those 
who have less training. 

This increase at the end of 
the war was related to the re­
turn of men in uniform to their 
homes. At the present time, the 
marriage curve is again rising 
— after having come to a halt 
— while the ages of husband 
and wife are dropping contin­
ually. On the other hand, in 
this type of highly industria­
lized society, studies last longer 
and longer, that is to say people 
are now devoting a good many 
years of their lives to study. 

It is therefore normal that 
in such a situation student mar­
riage should increase. This is 
what is happening at present 
when 25 per cent of the stu­
dents terminating their studies 
are married. 

A number of problems face 
students desiring to get mar­
ried. Is the marriage acceptable 
to the family? Will the couple 
find the necessary funds to get 
started ? And how will the mar­
riage influence the economic 
and social activities of the mar­
ried student? 

The opposition of the parents 
is not centered on the choice of 
a mate, but it is generally 
caused by fears arising over 
the material problems facing 
the future couple, especially if 
the parents are unable to help 
their children financially. On 
the whole, however, this opposi­
tion is finally overcome and the 

family tries to help out as 
much as possible. 

Among most couples only the 
husband studies and the wife 
works to support the household. 
Most young women, however, 
do not intend to work more 
than a few years in order to be 
able to raise their children. 
Only a few hope to take up 
their studies again when their 
husbands have terminated 
theirs. 

The husband works part time 
in winter and full time in sum­
mer. Part-time work is gener­
ally very badly paid but the 
husband tries to do such work 
in order not to feel entirely 
supported throughout the entire 
year. 

Sometimes the student, in 
order to avoid this feeling or 
to improve his living conditions, 
stops his studies and only ap­
pears at exams. 

Another solution (but we 
hope it is one of despair!) con-
sistes of entering the army 
which pays the costs of studies, 
offers a salary of $350 per 
month and requires that the 
student works three years for 
it after finishing his studies. 

In case both husband and 
wife are students, an often 
complicated system is worked 
out by which each works in 
turn so as to contribute to the 
family budget. 

The average annual budget 
of a student couple at the Un­
iversity of Montreal varies 
from 3,000 to 6,000 dollars. 
These variations among couples 
are due to the lesser or greater 
amounts of money invested in 
clothing, leisure, cars, etc. 

The enquirers asked if fin­
ancial difficulties were not a 
cause of failure of marriages 
and if a couple with a low in­
come did not have less chance 
of a successful marriage. Opi­
nions were divided in this 
respect. 

Certain couples thought that 
this could play an important 
role in quarrel and divorces, 
creating a state of perpetual 
tension between the husband 
and wife. They added, more­
over, that the government must 
be asked to stop considering 
the married student as depen­
dent on his parents, financially, 
in order to obtain scholarships. 

Does marriage help or hinder 
studies? According to the re­
sults of the inquiry by Le Quar­
tier Latin it seems that on the 
whole marriage is propitious 
for studies. The first reason, 
and a rather humorous one, is 
that students do not like to 
wash dishes. When their wives 
ask them to do so they discover 
by chance that they have a 
lesson to review, a test to pre­
pare for, etc., which obviously 
is not lost time. 
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"I think Dad wants you to go now, Ted." 

BLACK STOCKINGS 
a few words with Brigitte Bardot 

REPORTER: What in your opinion makes the proper, 
the best situation for a woman to seduce a man? 

BARDOT: What is my opinion? What? 

REPORTER: How can a woman seduce a man 
easiest? 

BARDOT: With black stockings. 

REPORTER: Is that all she needs ? 

BARDOT: Do you want to try? 

REPORTER Black stockings! They used to say with 
music, wine — is that passe ? 

BARDOT: Black stockings. 

REPORTER: Okay. How should a woman dress for a 
man outside of black stockings? 

BARDOT: Black stockings. 

REPORTER: Nothing else? 

BARDOT: Nothing else. Of course. But to go to the 
restaurant, something else, yes 

REPORTER: How could a woman, awife, protect her 
husband from you? 

BARDOT: With black stockings. 

Interview by Douglas Kirkland on the set of 
Viva Maria.) 
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