


I t  is true that modern machinery has 
of mosi goods out of the hands of the craf 
of the machine, there are still in the world t 
enjoy creating things for their own sake. T 
remains today a personal, individual art- 
changing centuries. 

Todnv skilled craftsmen, much as their andent forebears s 
dip theirhollow rod into the molten blend of ssnd, water, slk 
end silica, draw forth a tiny globule, end blow it into the most 
quisite forms. 

The one great contribution to glass-making of comparativ 
recent o r i ~ n  is the development of crystal. T h e  addition o 
smell amount of lead oxide transforms ordinary qlaxs into a jew 
like &win substance, whose dsrity and “rin 
most prize8 possessions of contemparary m a n E i 2  ammg 

very hi h degxe of expression in Val Saint-Lambert, Belgium, 
one of &e sou~ces of the magnificent crystal bell that is proudly 
displayed on man Here, upon the site of an 
ancient abbey, bui% in the year 1195, skilled artisans patiently and 
lovingly create the fabulous crystal ware for which they are lustly 
famous. 

In the ruins 
of the fabled cities of Mesopotaminalready old when David was 
King in Isreelsxguisite mosaic jewelry has been discovered, in- 
laid furniture and glo-g murals as beautiful ns thme of today. 
In the tombs of the Pharaohs of Egypt we cnn see in the delicate 
mosaics of stone and glass how life was lived thousands of years ago. 

Brillisnt mosaics enriched the magnificent temples of ancient 
Athens, glittered in the 1unur;ous villas of PompeL, and were the 
glory of Byuntium, the richest city in the world. In the Orient, 
the art  never reached the popular acceptance of ca-g or paint- 
ing, but in the West the artists who created the thrilling marble 
floor mosaics of Rome were almost worshipped. 

Mosaic was developed to a high state in Byzantium, where 
the craftsmen learned to cut glass into cubes and plate each piece 
with gold leaf. Set in mortar a t  impla angles, the facets of old 
reflecting their thousands of points o light were one of the won%~s 
of t6e endent world. 

In  the^ 5th Century, Rnvenna in Italy became the cradle of 
mosaic *&,but i t  remained in B primitive s t d e  until Greek craft- 

arted in the 11th Century; From the work of this 
artists, Italy developed the modern moseic, and to- 

est examples of the art  are found in Rome, Florvlce and 

The art  of making and fashioning fine crystal has reached 

a hostess s table. 

Mosaic is one of the oldest of all handicraft arts. 




