
‘Wring my education 
It was announced to me 
That gravitation, stumbling, 
Fell from ~n apple tree.” 



28 Sr. Dunscan's Red and White 

She often referred to herself as "wicked", and wrote of her 
family in 1862 that "they are religious, except me, and address an 
eclipse, every morning, whom they call their "Father". In this 
Latter statement she is only trying to preserve her own integrity as 
against an 'evangelicism. that wuld not satisfy a heart hungry for 
God. I see this pgt as one who revoked conventionalism, espec- 
ially in religion, She was a 
per-? of deep spiritual insight who knew that Puritan doctrine and 
practices were inadequate. Even though Emil never knew any 
other religion, she had insi ht enough to see t L t  hers wes too 
extreme in some respects. b m  a religious oint of view I can't 
describe this p e t  as b e i i  anything other &an a deist. ES, I 
think, is suggested in the following poem: 

Some keep the Sabbath going to church; 
I keep it staying a t  home, 
With a bobolink for a chorister, 
And a orchard for a dome. 

cause it had nothing to oEer her. 

Some keep the Sabbath in surplice; 

And instead of tolling a bell for church, 
The little sexton sings. 

God preaches-= noted clergyman,- 
And the sermon is never long; 
So, instead of Betting to heaven at Isst, 

I j",t wear my wings, 

I'm going all along! 

Alon with a s+I insight, the following poem expresses, or 
shows in &e author, a deep yearning for spiritual truth: 

Though earth and man were 
And nuns and universes cease%?be, 
And Thou wert left alone, 
Every existence would exist in Thee. 

As a deist, there must have been times when she doubted her 
own beliefs. Yet her poetry indicates that she continued a kind of 
mental inquiry. In her distress of spirit she wmte such lines as: 

of heaven above the Grmest proof 
We fundamental h o w ,  

Except for its marauding hand, 
I t  had been heaven below. 

Her own deistic form of religion must have sa tded  her mn- 
science, for in most of her poems an religion (and death) she is very 
happy and optimistic-and always sincere. The oem you are 
a b u t  to read was written in her later years (not e a 8 r  than 1884) 
when the end was anticipated, for she was then a paralytic. No 
poem could be more personal and passionate than this. This is the 
embadiment of all her poems on religion: 



Then Midmght, I have pawed fmm thee 
Unto the East and Vxtctoq 

mdmght, 'Good night'' 
I hear them cell 
The Angels hustle m the hall, 
Softly my Future cllmhs the stair, 
I fumble et my chddhood's prayer- 
Swn to be a duld no morel 
Etermty, I'm coming, Sir,- 
Master, I've seen that face before 

may forget the warmth he gave, 
I anll forget the hght. 



30 Sr Dunstan’s Red and White 

When ou have done, pray tell me, 
Tiat I my thoughts may dim; 

Haste! lest while you are lagging, 
I may remember him1 

E+y Dickimn, the “white nun” of Amherst, author of more 
than slxteen hundred $ems, thus became a poet, only after she 
had been disappointe m love and had learned to accept that 
disappointment. 

-DES MULLALLY 

Emily Dickinson’s Views on Death 

writing. She viewed it from many angles in her poems. 
The theme of death is central in much of Emily Dickinson’s 

To understand her Doems on death, a knowledge of the two 
intellectual and spirituaiforces that shaped her thl;kinp. ma 
helpful. These were the Puritan traditions into which she was&:: 
and the romantic and transcendental doctrmes shared by the New 
England intelligentsia of her time. In her home Puritan convictions 
were strongly held. And they were enunciated by the First Church, 
which her family attended. Though she often rebelled against 
them, these convictions remained at ,the root of her thinking. 
Such religious traditions held that man 1s a dependable creature not 
perfectable in this life or by his own effort. His intuitions are un- 
trustworthy. She refused to believe that a chosen few -=re saved 
or that God would punish anyone. The doctrine of original sin to 
her was not a reasonable concept. The Puritan religion ex unded 
more a jealous God than a compassionate Savior, and this could 
never convince herself to accept. 

New England transcendentalism asserted the primacy of 
spiritual over material values and maintained that sense eaper- 
iences are fundamental in reality. I t  taught that man’s inner 
nature is unique that every man must follow his 0w.n intuitions or 
his own “inner light”. Transcendentalism was never a religion. 
I t  rejected a belief in an arbitrary God and asserted the perfect- 
*bility of men. Deity was a pervading principle to be found in all 
men everywhere. For the transcendentalists, revelation is sup- 
p k t e d  by intuition and man is the soume of the moral law. These 
mews stirred Emily Dickinson hut did not gmatly affect her think- 
ing. The Puritan traditions of her family and mmmunity were too 
deep to be easily supplanted by any outside force such as trans- 
cendentalism. +oughout her life she was troubled by religious 
mnvictions and did not formally adopt any reE@on. 


