
&eIf=?jetermlmtioft for 3ilreIatrb 
hat there are many difficulties in the way of 
making this doctrine of self-determination the 

basis of political institutions everywhere, no one will 
ddny. Some of the diffic$ties brought against it, as 
for instance, the question of deciding the rights of 
minorities, and that of defining t h  political unit which 
is to enjoy such right, may wkh eq+ justice be brought 
against any known or conceivqble form of political 
drganization. These are the difficulties which have 
sris+m in the case of Ireland. 

One argument of great importance in favor of 
self-determination is that the doctrine is merely an 
extension of the principles of democracy, and is a 
protest against slavery in any of its forms. The 
wokld will never be "safe fur democracy" while some 
nations hold others in eubjection. 

English statesmen have made a miserable show- 
ing in their handling of the Irish question. They have 
deliberately side-stepped the plain issue$ in the case, 
riotably at the Peace Conference, where *hey refused 
the Irish a hearing: thus making a mockery of 
Ptesident Wilson's utteranoe, when at the first plenary 
session of the Peace Conference at Paris, on January 
25th, 1919, he said: We are here to see that every 
people in the world shti1.l choose its own masters and 
govern its own destinies, not as we-wish, but as they 
XbiSh." 

The Irish Delegatibn were Ytfased a hearing at the 
Peace ConfertxxC btwause speeches delivered in 
Ireland by three America* Catholic gentlemen were 
c'onsidered unfriendly. These men, men of honor and 
integrity, men who have served their own country 
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was very weak, is now the dominating influence of 
Ireland. The people losing sympathy with their 
NatiAlist wrty representatives turned to the Fenian 
movement as a haven of refuge. The EngIish govern- 
ment by brutality, murders aad unfair discrimination 
have goaded the people on, and as a natural sequence, 
the Irish, or at least, the majority of them, want a 
government that is distiwtly separate from West- 
minister. 

The English government has m w  submitted a 
plan by which it is hoped Home Rule wiU come into 
effect. The Britain “that helped to destroy the greateet 
military power in the world,” io conceding nothing 
through fear, as Lloyd George says. If current press 
reports are ccnrect, the scheme or plan falls far short 
of the Nationalistic demands 0f Ireland. It decrees 
that customs and excise are to be controlled by the 
imperial parliament, as well as the income and exmm 
tames. It also decrees that the high judiciary is to be 
appointed by Britain, and also the post office. What 
is left for Irdand to legislate? W.e shodd remember 
the $act that Irelend aannot lay any duty on English 
goods. We, in Cenbda, have that r i d .  It thus 
fdlowa t k  Ireknd caamot b d d  st&k 6 idwtr ies  as 
the Ga&sh gboda rhd p r a k t a  undmselJ &em. 

I d ~ d  isa d+-nb&joa 4 *t trirhmsn of every 
generation t& r+t W their freedom 
and independan cmudh~aaaa,~si~ce she is a 
etibject natian, b birr;tar t9 a -at ached. ft.l 

education, the ~ t w o ~ s & i &  m-t speedily and 
c t a d y  develop the.sicrmc.of fndidddity in a boy aFe 

responsibility and punishment2 A subject nation 
receives bokh of these. A priktwxt nationalism is born 
as soon as a subjqt  netian&eghr eo be held respon- 
&bb for &he o k v a n a e  .of staMtes that check its 
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govern themselves as they wish, This will guarantee 
the social as well as the political independence of 
every man, woman and child-the common ownership 
of all Ireland by all the Irish, then will Irerand take 
her just place amongst the nations of the world in 
peace, liberty, and glory. 

T. J. Stapleton, '22. 

The schoIar who cherishes the Eove of comfort is 
not fit to be deemed a scholtw. 

The soul of man is larger than the sky, 
Deeper than ocean, or the abysmal dark 
Of the unfathomed centre. 

--6ctleridge. 

Poets are a11 who love-who feel great truths, 
And tell them. 

-Bailey. 

The press is the fourth estate of the realm. 

Did charity prevaiI, the press would 
A vehicle of virtue, truth and lov 

-- 

He's armed without that's innocent within. 
-Pope. 


