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SPIRITU

Is there a spiritual awareness on campus?
The question is difficult to answer because it is
difficult to define. Perhaps the difficulty in
answering is some indication of its lack of exis-
tence. 3

Personally, a spiritual “awareness” would
mean something beyond the physical and mat-
erial actualities of college life — an awareness
of a greater and more meaningful reality beyond
the feedback on exams, the memorization of
scattered notes, the compliance with the person-
ality of a professor, the occupation of a seat
when the mind is still in bed.

- What is the end of all of this? I admit, we
learn something from college life, only it is how
to tactfully and diplomatically beat the system.
A gpiritual awareness is not part of that some-
thing. Why ? Partly because we don’t have time
to think, which is essential to being spiritually
aware. What is the purpose of this great var-
iety and quantity of general “knowledge” if we
never have the time or the peace of mind to re-
flect or to relate this accumulation to life beyond
St. Dunstan’s. The copied book reports and the
instanct, plaguerized term papers contribute little
to a spiritual awareness, let alone thinking.

But then, is it all that important?—Is it?

ACTION asks me about spiritual awareness at St. Dunstan’s and
allows me to write it as “spiritual” or “Spiritual”.

Is there a spiritual awareness here? The very question seems self-
destructive, almost blasphemous! Is Gol divine? . .. . Many times, on and
off the record, these past few years I've said that a spiritual awareness,
that is, a deeply intellectual life is not present on this campus.

I mention this lack of intellectuality, this lack of spiritual aware-
ness, only because I think it explains a lack of Spiritual awareness. Spir-
itual awareness, alertness, responsiveness to God’s Spirit and His uteer-
ances. The Spirit of God is community ; the Holy Spirit is the personi-
fied community of Father-in-Son and Son-in-Father. And where God’s
Spirit is there is community, sharing, giving, receiving in joy the fruits
of the Spirit—knowledge, prudence, wisdom, truths, Truth. God’s spirit
begets no factions, allows us to assume no stances, but unites us in differ-
ences, in fact, unites the very differences. The Spirit makes us brothers
because we are sons of the same Father. St. Paul could say no Jew or Gen-
tile, no slave or free man, but all one in the Spirit. “We” and “the” are
not uttered in the Spirit; Administration, Faculty; Faculty, Students;
priest, lay teacher. Factions? Stances? Brothers?

The Spirit lets us have good sense and sound judgment about those
things which have been straightened out by the Father in Christ. And
in Christ the Father righted all. But for this good sense and sane estima-
tion we need the docility, humility and prudence which the Spirit gives.
The Christian intellectual — any intellectual — must be docile, for he,
too, must say “Abba! Father!” The great truths seep into us, not allowing
themselves to be conquered. They are the mysteries, for the problems can
be conquered ; problems concern “technical” matters. Oh yes, I know that
docility and humility and prudence as intellectual attitudes are scorned.
The secular intellectual does not want to hear of a docility of mind as a
precondition for truth. And the pseudo-intellectual, in refusing to be meas-
ured, returns in the veritable Greek cycle to the Protagorean, “man is the
measure of all things”. Was that not the second temptation with which
Christ was confronted? to write his own ticket? That leads to secular
humanism, to eynicism, to skepticism, to spiritual death, but not into the
Christocentric community into which the Spirit leads. And note that the
Spirit leads, he does not push, nor will he be pushed. (Liberal daring and
conservative faintheartedness are equally lethal to intellectual and spir-
itual awarness.) Man is the measure of some things; but man will be
measured before he reveals himself, even to himself, just as the Spirit
measured Christ on the cross. We must be docile to have the Spirit
measure us.

And where the Spirit is there is no sickly pre-occupation with self.
We can’t be spiritual and hyperegoistic. Concern with my rights, my free-
doms, my privileges doesn’t come from the Spirit, for the Spirit is the
personified other-directedness of Father and Son.

Is there Spiritual awareness here? Is there community here? Are
we docile? Are we hyperegoistic? “And because you are sons, God has
sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts crying ‘Abba! Father! So
through God you are no longer a slave but a son...”, and you therefore
enjoy a spiritual and a Spiritual awareness, for Truth is the intellectual’s
Father.
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