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U. S. Policy In Viet
Nam — An Appraisal

By WILLIAM ARSENAULT

In 1954, when ..r present col-
lege generation were in about the
fourth grade, France was fighting
te maintain her control in Viet
Nam. The French had enjoyed
contrel for over four decades in
this area of Indo-China, but after
the Second World War, French
power hegan to wane.

Resistence began in 1945, when
a revolutionary movement called
Viet Minh dethroned the pro-
French Emperor, Bao Dai, and
installed its own leader, Ho Chi
Minh, as president of an independ-
ent republic to be known as Viet
Nam. Ho Chi Minh, espousing
Communism as well as an extreme
nationalism, took the field againsi
the French, who then disowned
him and restored Bao Dai. Bitter
fighting ensued hefween the rival
regimes in Vietnam. Ho Chi
Minh's regime, aided by the
Chinese Communists, was recog-
nized by the Soviet Union in
1950. Bao Dai's regime was Tre-
cognized by the l S. am‘i Great
Britain.

VIETNAM SPLIT

Despite aid from the U.S., the
Communists continued to win vic-
tories. In May of 1954, they -cap-
tured the strategic and stubhornly
defended fortress of Dienbienphu.
This was the ‘‘last straw’” as far
as the French were concerned.
They considered the fight too cost-
ly and too fruitless. They decidea
to withdraw, and in 1954, they
obtained an armistice. By its
terms, Viet Nam, like Korea, was
split in two. Ho Chi Minh and his
Communists secured the Northern
half, and the Southern half was
left to the French, but, the nexi
year it deposed again the pro-
French Emperor Bao Dai and be-
came a free republic with its
nationalist and anti-Communist
leader, Ngo Diem. as its first
president.

The U. S. has continued annually
to give to South Viet Nam con-
siderable economic aid in an ef-
fort to halt the advance of Com-

- munist control in Indo-China. The

policy of the U.S. towards Viet
Nas is simply the peace and stab-
ility of Southeast Asia and its re-

* tention as a free area of the

As specifically apnolied to
the policy re-

world.
Seuth Viet Nam,

- solves that South Viet Nam shall

have self-determination of deciding
what kind ‘of a country it wants

_to be, and what kind of govern-

ment it wants to have. The U.S.

-even though it dees not want to
over|

see the Communist iake
Southeast Asia, recognizes the fact
that the independence of South
Viet Nam rests with the people
and the government of fhat coun-
{ry. The U.'S., todav, is engaged
in a desperate struggle to roof ouf
the Viet Cong, to establish good

. government. and tc win the hea]l-

of the people.

RELIGIOUS PROBLEM
The principal difficulties fall
The first
great difficulty in
effective  national
national unity

has been the
oblaining an
government.  Alsg,
has never existed.
outside in-
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country in times past.

— R L

COMPLIMENTS
THE FASHION SHOPPE

Ladies Ready to Wear

141 Great George Street
Charlottetown

'REVERE HOTEL

Dial 4-7215
119 Kent Sireet
Charlettetown, P. E. 1.

TOOMBS MUSIC STORE
Pianos, Radios, Hearing Aids
Musical Merchandise

Division hasg |

'has made the U.S. progress dif-

'stated:

|namese

167 Queen. Sireet,

religious problems, the Buddhist
ve, the Catholic for example, per-
haps hardly a religious pro-blg%m
per se. but nevertheless, a line
of division which has caused in-
ternal difficulty and is now still
hesetting the formation of a stable
government,
The other capital factor which
ficult has been the inability to re-
sirain the continued reinforce-
ment of the Viet Cong. They have
drawn resources frem within and
cutside thecountry, and in spite
of the heavy losses which the Viet-
namese have imposed upon them,
they have actually grown 1In
strength.

At present, the U.S. policy in

Viel Nam towards agression was
stated this summer by President
Johnson, after the Communist at-
tacked U. S.
Tonkin. The

destroyers in  the

Gulf of President

WILLIE ARSENAVLT

“Repeated acts of violence
against the armed forces of the
United States must be met, not
only with alert defence. but with
positive reply.”

The alternatives which now con-
front the U.S. in South Viet- Nam

illustrate the difficulties most
clearly. It is generally conceded
that the deterioration in the home
government and in the war against|
the Vietcong have definitely nar-|
rowed the choices open to the U.S.
It is easy to assert now that the
U.S. cannot succeed in their
objectives unless a Vitenamese)|
government can win the confi-
dence of the people. and that this
can only be done when the Viet-
Army. with American
help, ecan establish security for
these- who have been harried and|
attacked bv the Viel Cong,
INTERNAL CONFLICT
It must be conceded,
that long years of conflict and
the nature of the gorilla war have|
eroded the will of the people. a-ndi
in Saigon have resulted in an|
alarming increase of political in-
fighting in which a growing num-
her of factions. military. political, |
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however,

Buddhist, Catholic, and
people, are struggling for
with wnhesitating use of
strations, mass protests,
lence.

¥t is unthinkabie that the U. §.
would move into the country dir- |
ectly, take over the conduct of thc
warfare against the Vietcong, and |
attempt to build and manage a
government for Saigon and the
country-side. Apart from other
difficulties, this would offer con- |
vincing proof of the Communist|
charge of “Tmperialism”, daily!
levied against the West. )
For the U.S. to carry on the|
war in the North on any large

young
power
demon-
and vig-

scale would have the same result, |

It seems generally agleed in|
Washington that the U. should|
avoid either horn of this d:lemma
rof just because of the grave dif- \
ficulties involved, but because the|

‘IT S. cannoft accurately anticipate
the reactions of Peking and Mos-

cow. To choose a course that
might bring Peking and possibly
Moscow into active armed inter-
vention against the U. S. would be
to risk an escalation of the con-

{fliet into nuclear war.

Democracy and freedom, the|
principles of the West, are at|
stake in Viet Nam. Viet Nam is|
the symbol of freedom in South-|
east Asia. If Viet Nam falls to
the Communisls, there is the
dreadful possibility thaf the whole
of Southeast Asia will also fall.
Ed’s. Note: The above are |
excerpts from an address de- |
livered to the campus Modern ‘
History Club. We felt that the |
seriousness and relevance of
the Viet Nam situation justi- I
fied their precenfation for
your apprastal.
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OTTAWA (CUP) — Some 9,490
fmelﬂn students, an increase of|
11.4 per cent over the
were attending |
Canadian universities and colleges |
in 1963-64, according to an advance|
Dominion Bureau of Statistics
(DBS) release.

As in past years, the largesl|
number of foreign studenis in
1963-64 came from the United|
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THE RED AND WHITE - §

idad and [Tobago (709) the United
Kingdom €667) Tndia (508) Jamaica v

(221) Formosa and China (320)the €leven candidates for the ‘ma-
Malavsi (153) Pakistan . (148} |1°T Slnden‘ts Union offices met in
M ayia sl 2 “*% 0 the Alumni Auditorivm to air their
France (143) Germany (135) Viet-|yjews hefore the student body.
X LAt hundraed sfu-
100 other countries and territories|gnis were in attendance .and. the
were also represented. even(, th first of its kind at St.
Of the fotal number of foreign|unstan’'s, was a great success.
students, 4.212 were from the Bri.|Chairman Michael LeBlanc limited
tish Commonwealth and territories|the opening speeches to five min-
and 5,272 from other countries. By ttes per candidate and directed
continent or region the students the question and answer periods
were distributed as follows: Africia|which followed each -set of ad-
493, . Asia 2,489, TWurope 1,472 (addresss. It was felt that the
North Ameriea 3.285. Central|affair contributed much to ‘he n-
America and Mexico 80. South vrecedented interest taken in this
y West Tndies 1,30¢ |var's elections and many express-
including  Australia  an [ed a desire to make “Candidate
Mokt an annual event.
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