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HONEST TO GOD 
WITH REV. JAMES KELLY 

% 1 Note: We apprec ia te t h e fair-
aj, ly numerous l e t t e r s t h a t come 
^ \ in, and we believe we 've a t 

'is, 
cut 

H\ tended to most of t h e m ei ther 
|, in the column or by individual 

contact. However , we know of 
two le t ters t h a t have got ten 
mislaid, and we feel b a d l y 
about it. Here is a r emedy for 
the ma t t e r if t he a u t h o r s of 
the let ters wil co-opera te : if 

ilitajj. UP t o a n d including th i s issue 
Q of the R E D A N D W H I T E 

fibif 

11̂ , 
you've not had a direct answer 

Gj to your question p r iva te ly or 
i^J'i in the column, then e i the r w r i t e 
,:, ' in again or contact u s person-
^h ally. — F a t h e r Kelly. 

Uri f̂% We choose for th i s issue 's 
ry eoisii column two l e t t e r s t h a t seem 
sevffjj to involve the same basic pr in­

ciples and therefore admi t of 
^ ^ a single solution, o r a t least 
^ closely re la ted solutions. So 

;i!'lkt! then: both quest ions f i rs t , and 
r^ti(, then a s ta tement , ending wi th 
s 4 | | any special answer t h a t seems 

still to be required for e i ther 
„ . case. 
Professi; 
electriti Q -If I u n d e r s t a n d c o r r e c t l y , 
it woi| people who a r e insane cannot 
time, I be held responsible for the i r 
?droomis actions, and they a r e welcom-
e living> «d by God into Heaven . On the 
itcheni other hand, people who t ake 
n green.' their own lives a r e ba r r ed from 
k, brown,: ^ e vision of God. In my mind, 
ilver. i a P e r s o n who commite suicide 
b'nut̂ l could be jus t a s sane a s t he 
Id we »(j next man. I s i t no t possible, 
, Im'jji'however, t h a t some g r e a t emo-
Q ptional s t ress could t empora r i ly 

rob this person of his reason-
Buy as: ing power? When th i s occurs, 
tintliet the person is not in control of 

his faculties, and t h u s tech-
the prist nically insane. If th i s t empor -
issions ki arily insane person did in fact 
-Bill Ii take his own life, would he be 

welcomed into Heaven by God. 

3kins at This problem arose in a dis-
y that f cussion las t summer , and the 
! Knighb! writer is not contempla t ing 
Battered 1> suicide . . . Respectfully yours. 
rkoutai! Q . Someone asked i " t h e cof-
ng'sWfee shop last week about No-
]s j),W| vember being the month of the 

majl oi Holy Souls, and t h e whole ques-
Write '•;] 

t ion about P u r g a t o r y came un­
der discussion. Several people 
found difficulty in ge t t ing the 
whole idea of such a place, and 
I t r ied t o explain i t a s well a s 
I couldl B u t I th ink m a n y 
would find i t helpful to hea r 
a brief and clear explanat ion of 
th i s m a t t e r . The main problem 
b rough t up in th is connection 
seemed to bear on how i t could 
fit in with t he mercy of God, 
and for some, even wi th the 
just ice of God . . . . Amateu r . 

A : Our s t a t emen t will r isk 
opening wi th a brief reflection 
a l i t t le on the abs t r ac t side; if 
you stop a minu te to "ca tch" 
it, we predict t h a t i t m a y of 
ten be a source of unders tand­
ing and comfort to you in the 
fu tu re . I t goes like t h i s : if 
every th ing real ly did come in­
to existence because a Creator 
called it for th out of nothing, 
then the Crea tor m u s t have an 
unl imited stock of whatever 
dual i t ies he gives to any th ing : 
"how can you give w h a t you 
don' t h a v e ? " All the beau ty in 
the world, all t h e power in the 
world, all the goodness in the 
world m u s t only be dim reflec­
t ions of His beauty , power, and 
goodness. A t th is point, recall 
the pu re s t and mos t s t r ik ing 
example of just ice or fa i r p lay 
t h a t you ever m e t personal ly 
or heard tell of. Now make the 
connection: t h i s example is 
only the d immest suggest ion of 
God's jus t ice! God is a lways a t 
leas t as fa i r as we a r e ; he is 
not even able to deprive any­
one of any th ing to which they 
have a r igh t . I t couldn't be in 
safer hands . 

How to explain briefly how 
just ice works , and especially, 
how i t t ies in wi th jus t i ce? 
Hold! A pic ture is w o r t h a 
thousand w o r d s : suppose a 
neighbor h a s e n j o y e d your 
fr iendship for ye a r s and one 
he t r i e s to s tea l your TV set. 
Le t e i ther of two t h i n g s h a p ­
p e n : Case A, h e ge t s a w a y 
wi th i t and you only discover 
his gui l t a f te r some t ime ; Case 
B, you catch h im in t he act 
and he never does ge t t he set. 
I n Case A, can t he neighbor 
mere ly r e t u r n t he se t wi thout 
any apology, o r aga in , apolo­
gizes ve ry sincerely b u t no t r e ­
t u r n t he set , and still wi th 
e i ther approach f igure t h a t h i s 
fr iendship wi th you is back on 
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i t s or iginal footing. Obviously 
no t ; s imply compare wi th Case 
B : the re he never did ge t the 
set bu t he h a s still inflicted a 
grave injury — he deliberately 
and maliciously chose to vio­
la te your sacred r i g h t to own 
proper ty . Even in Case B he 
mus t arouse sincere r e g r e t for 
ever consent ing to such a mal 
icious intention, and he must 
desire to revoke it, to wish sin 
cerely t h a t he had never made 
it. Re tu rn ing to Case A, he 
mus t not only demons t ra te such 
regre t , bu t he m u s t also r e t u r n 
the object to which he h a s no 
r ight . Both act ions on the p a r t 
of the gui l ty one a re required 
before there can begin to be 
pure just ice. Bu t the guil ty 
man alone can not jus t by him­
self, or in a uni la te ra l manner , 
res tore af fa i rs back to the or­
iginal s ta te , the TV is back, 
good! The apology is sincerely 
made, good! — t h a t is just ice. 
But does not the injured p a r t y 
have some say in whe the r or 
not he will e rase t he whole in­
cident and bestow his full 
fr iendship once a g a i n ? Should 
he choose to do so, t h a t i s 
mercy. He m a y even do so b e 
fore the other conditions a re 
fulfilled, bu t then i t is mercy 
ant ic ipa t ing just ice. J u s t i c e 
only exists when all r i gh t s have 
been fully satisfied. 

Any del iberate sin a lways in­
volves something like t he TV 
set, and also the malicious in 
tent ion. The g rea t e r and kind 
er the person deliberately hu r t , 
the g r e a t e r t he evil; when i t 
involves Infini te Kindness Him­
self, the evil is infinite. The 
more valuable t he ojbject, too 
the more serious t he offense. 
But on this point, we h u m a n s 
can only have limited exper­
iences, no m a t t e r how ha rd we 
work a t it. All p leasures t h a t 
we ge t by chea t ing outside 
God's loving plan will obviously 
have to be paid back, o r how 
could we claim t h a t perfect jus 
tice h a s D e e n done? T h i s 
though t f r igh tens it is t r u e 
bu t also consoles. We still have 
to p a y back every l a s t c rumb 
of stolen pleasures . But we will 
be repaid wi th immeasurable 
in te res t for every suffering en­
dured in serving God's plan. 
Human just ice t r ies up to a 
point, bu t when all is said and 
done it is a t best a joke. How 
could we possibly endure the 
frightful inequali t ies and cruel­
t ies of our human condition, if 
we were not absolutely cer ta in 
t h a t all th ings in the end will 
be perfect ly balanced. D i e 
r e a l l y r e g r e t t i n g offending 
Love Himself so cruelly, and 
then we merely have to r e tu rn 
the TV set, t he accumulated 
minu tes and hours of stalen 
p leasure ; A t bes t i t can only 
las t a few years , and t h e Mercy 
of God h a s wiped away all the 
res t , t he real ly b ig th ings . Die 
wi thout ever r e g r e t t i n g pu t t ing 
Infini te Love inferior t o some 
mere th ing, and we will be left 
with our choice for eterni ty , 
and t h a t is the hor ro r of hell! 

The insane person obviously 
can ' t acquire b lame any more 
t han he can acquire meri t . He 's 
judged, a s fa r a s we can see, 
on h is las t conscious and free 
ac ts . 

Le t ' s help those dear friends 
of God in pu rga to ry t o ge t 
those TV sets re turned or paid 
for : a daily p ray , weekday 
Masses occasionally, o r if we 
really care why not a daily 
Way of the Cross . 
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Mike Vineberk, left, is welcomed to S.D.U. by the S.D.U. Progress ive Conservat ive 
Club executive member , Bob Chornenki, and Club Pres ident Philip MacDonald. Mr. 
Vineberg, Pres ident of the Nat ional PC Students ' Federat ion, visited t he S.D.U. 
campus last week. 

SICK SONGS OF SEX. . . 
I t ' s a Greenwich Village Sat­

urday n ight . The teenie-bop-
pers a re out in full force in 
their bell-bottomed jumpsui t s 
and sparkl ing ea r r ings . The 
longhaired hippies bop down 
the s t ree t in high boots and 
billowy Tom Jones s h i r t s , 
browsing among s tores t ha t 
sell slogan bu t tons demanding: 
Turn on LBJ and Psychedeli-
cize Suburbia. Then they begin 
the n ight ly t r ek which leads 
them around the same crowded 
block. 

The crowds a re par t icular ly 
thick a r o u n d t h e Player ' s 
Thea t re . Here , a s tar -spangled 
marquee declares t h a t t he F u g s 
a re appea r ing in an off-Broad­
w a y concert. Ins ide t h e t iny 
thea t r e , five musicians pick up 
thei r ins t ruments and, wi th one 
colossal twang ing chord, begin 
to belt. 

I t ' s a typical Village rock 
concert except for one th ing— 
the ardent audience knows t h a t 
the group it is l is tening to is 
something tota l ly unique in 
rock *n' roll. The F u g s germin 
ated in New York 's under­
ground, but they a re fas t m o v 
ing into a position of promin­
ence on campuses across the 
continent. The F u g s have sud 
denly found themselves t he t a r 
get of In Crowd's affection. 

The group sings of what 
they call "good-t ime-sex" in 
vividly poetic images which 
are any th ing bu t subtle. On 
stage , the group uses long mon­
ologues about the pain of a 
f rus t ra ted puber ty , t he laugh­
te r of being unable to ge t high 
on a heady assor tment of hal­
lucinogenic drugs , and the hap­
piness of unregre t t ed sex. The 
F u g s seem ready to move in 
any direction, a s long a s i t will 
insure them the abil i ty to com­
municate with the i r audience. 
As a bea t group, they feel t h a t 
they have the possibili ty of 
present ing radical philosophi­
cal ideas to adolescents before 
they have rigidified and joined 
the establ ishment . 

Somehow, in the process of 
mass communication, t he F u g s 
have become minia ture pop 
idols. While deves ta t ing the es­
tabl ishment , they have joined 
it. A n d the establ ishment 
th rea tens to accept i t s prodi­
gal sons with open a rms . 

TOOMBS MUSIC STORE 

Pianos, Radios, Hea r ing Aids 
Musical Merchandise 

167 Queen S t ree t 
Char lot te town, P . E . I . 

A Manha t t an c lergyman calls. 
Ba tman a God subs t i tu te ; t he ' 
Klu Klux Klan in South Caro­
lina is burn ing Beat t le records 
because John Lennon w a s quot­
ed as saying t h a t the Beat t les 
are more popular t han J e s u s ; 
the ta t too "born to ra ise hel l" 
is enjoying unprecedented pop­
u la r i ty ; and, the l a t e s t fad 
among the Toronto! t eenager s 
who line the s t ree t s of York-
ville is a pendant replica of the 
German I ron Cross. 

Are we in the midst of the 
silly season? Or a re these ap 
paren t ly unre la ted ou tbreaks 
of madness , symptomat ic of 
some fundamenta l change in 
the social complexion, t h a t even 
the psychologists and sociolo­
gists haven ' t ye t t apped? 

A t London airpor t , f r o m 
where the mop-haired foursome 
often depar t , hundreds of teen­
age fans have screamed, "John 
not J e sus , " and "We love you 
Bea t t l e s ! " Said one 15-year-
old girl , " I don't p r a y to Jesus , 
I p r ay to John ." 

The crosses were f i r s t pop­
ularized by California 's Hell 's 
Angels , the notor ious motor­
cycle g a n g t h a t also sports 

Color T.V. on Display 
FIRESTONE HOME 

and AUTO LTD. 
187 Great George St. 

We rent TV's & Radios 

Nazi swas t ikas . They w e r e l a t ­
er picked up by t h e sur fe rs , 
and quickly spread n o r t h and 
eas t across the continent . W h y 
are they buying t h e m ? One 
reason, "Because they bother 
adul t s" . Bu t while defiance 
m a y account for p a r t of t h e 
fad 's appeal , mos t of t h e teen­
a g e r s buying them admi t to 
following the crowd. F e w of 
them a re even dimly a w a r e 
t h a t for the i r pa ren t s , t h e I ron 
Cross m a y recall unp leasan t 
memories . 

"And besides," s a y s one, " I 
th ink i t ' s a rea l groovy de­
sign " 

T H E R E D B A R O N 
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