
GI'.DUNETAWSREDANDWHSI'E 113 

THE ACADIAN BICENTENNIAL 

Tihe Metropolitan Archbidhap of Moncton declared the 
adian fbicentennial officially opened on August the E th ,  

1954. The main purpose of this bicentennial is to comnnem- 
0th anniversary af the expulsion Ois the Ae- 
its opening inaugural festivities have M e n  
Acadian centers. Tlhe Acadians are thus pre- 

to be an out- 

ce and patriatison is being unfolded from the durmant 
ges of New World history. 

Yes, this present year of 1955 mar'ks the 200th anniver- 
of the Deporattion of the Acadians to the N m  Ehgland 

and along the Atlantic coast as far South as the 

tlhe exiled Acadians found new homes in 
ers resolved to return to their old homes 
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great care is being baken that nothing which could become 
the cause of illdeeling in any quarter may mcur. 

The abject d the Acadians is ra very positive one: a cot- 
I&ive act of thanksgiving to the Almighty for hav‘ing fav- 
ored the Acadians with His protection; a proud tribute to 
the human virutes of our ancestom, which enabled them to 
conquer adversity; a grateful remembrance of &he hemic 
deeds of the Europeans who were the first to tattempt 
settling permanently in Canada. 

Altho@h the celeibrations are sometimes referred to as 
the Acadians Bicentennial, the E%pulsion of the Acadians is 
not the only fact they wish t~ ccmmmorate. The year 1955 

AUGUST 11-Moacton: “The Acadians of 1955”--with 

AUGUST 12-Memramcook: “The Acadians oif 1855”- 
with emphsis on the achievments of the pioneers d Mod- 
ern Acadian Renaissance. 

AUGUST 15--Grand Pre: “The Acadians of 1755”n 
coilo~ul pageant based on Long’fellm’s poem mangeline. 

AUGWST 16-Annapolis (Port Royal: “The Acadians 
d 1655”-a tribute to the early settlers (1955 marking the 
350th anniversazy of the first estaibli9hment at Port Royal). 

Preparations are made for the reception of 25,000 
people. There d l 1  ;Ise &cia1 personalities of different coun- 
tries, races and creeds. It promises to be a celebration which 
will attract tourists fmrn everywt-iere and for litme W n g  
part i t  will be a never forgotten memory. The celabuations 
are to ;be inspired by history, democrattc ideals, religious re- 
verance, and maintained at  a high level of literary and artis- 
tic taste. The National Assumption Society (founded in 
1881) is the soul  of the whole organjzation. An Amdia 
mmibers of it by birthright and are entitled to  all the 

pecial emphas’s on religious tiianksgivine;. 
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