


On this Conference depends the future welfare 
of mankind, or to quote words of President Poincare, 
addressing the deIe&tes at the first formal assembly 
“You hold in your hands the destinies of nations.’. 
To it, humanity, shocked and aghast at the terrible 
conflict which has shaken EiviIization to its base, 
appeals for protection against the revival of such 
savagery. From it, nations and individuals seek. 
restitution for cruel wrongs undeservingly inflicted, 
and demand punishment of the guilty and effective 
guarantees, that the aggressors may never again 
plunge the world into such misery and bloodshed. 

As far as can be learned good progress is being 
made, though a great deal of criticism and dissatis- 
faction is expressed especially regarding the delay of 
negotiating peace terms with Germany. That there 
should be difference of opinion on certain debates is 
not to be deplored, and that there should be some 
disagreements on the methods of settling the infinite 
variety of problems, laid before those delegates, is 
not a matter of grave anxiety or doubt as to the wel- 
fare of the Conference. 

The League Among the many vital questions laid 
Of Nations before the Peace Conference, the one 
for the establishment of a League of Nations is by far 
the most important. According to the drafted Con- 
stitution, it is the power which will put and keep in 
motion the machinery, necessary for the promotion 
of international co-operation and the prevention, as 
far as possible, of wars. It will diagnose, then pre- 
scribe and administer the healing ointments, when 
the germs of strife attack any of its members. Its 
charity will even extend to those beyond its fold from 
which no nation will be excluded, provided it can be 



c 

t 



66 ST. DUNSTAN’S 

peace treaty first, and then a dodificatipn of the. 
League. It looks as though some of the Senators OF 
that very country whose Predident outlined and 
moved thb adoption of the League were trying to give 
i t  the knock-out blow. But such’men as Clemapceau, 
Pichon, Cambon, Wilson, and others may be relied 
upon to turn this opposition to perfecting and 
polishing of the final draft of the League. Then will 

, be completed that great world-wide arch of internat- 
ional conclusions and agreements held together by the 

’ League of Nations, tht  only rightly tempered key- 
stone for such a. construction. 

I 

President Wilsan’s An important historical event 
Visit to the Pope. was President Wilson’s visit to 

His Holiness Pope Benedict. Its 
great significance claimed the attention of the French 
press; it is also deicribed by a leading English paper as  
“epoch making” and “not one of the least surprises of  
the war and its sequels.” 

That it was mutually agreed upon and that it was 
the fifst official visit of a President of the UniteA 
States to the Pspe in ’the vatican emphasises the im- 
portance of this courteous act andfgives it an incalcul- 
ab16 moral meaning. 

I he meeting was very- formal. The President 
and his’party were received in the Court of Saint 
Damasus by the whole Pontifical assembly headed 
by Mgr. Tacci, majordomo to His Holiness, and con- 
ducted between Swiss Guards and Noble Guards to 
the Pope’s apartments where they were met by Mgr. 
Canati, Secretary-of the Congregation of Ceremonials, 
who extended a formal welcome ,to the President. 
The Master of the Chamber having announced the 
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self-government, so emphatically made by the Irish 
people at the recent British eleciions should, under 
present circumstances, be i,gnored-incredible, indeed, * 

that the trustees of the world’s future would reply to 
’ Sean OKeIly’s request for admission to the council 

of their deliberations with the response : “ You may 
knwk but it shall not be opened unto YOU.” 

In the past Ireland has frequently been forced to 
appeal for assistance to various individual nations. 
To-day she is appea1;ng to all nations; and her‘ 
appeal is, in very few cases, falling on deaf tars. 
From all corners of the +orld are coming forth 
expressions of sympathy with Ireland’s cause. 
Australia, whither so many of Erin’s sons fled in their 
hour of exile, bas in no unmistakable manner placed 
herself on record 6s a strong supporter of Ireland’s 
self+determination, A large element of tht  Cahadian 
people are vikorpus in their demands fbr Irish rights. 
The preal majority of’ the people of France, with 
whom the Irish have do often taken commim cause, 
would cegainly delcome the day when the sons of’ 

~ St. Patrick would regain their long-lost prosperity. 
Even in England itself no inconsiderable portion of 
the press is clamoring for a settlement of the Irish 

’ qu‘estion. . And Belgium! Whai a Mow to her justice- 

more! The great and revered patxiot,Cardinal Mekier 
writing to Cardinal Logue voices Belgium’s attitude 
in the words: “It ,is inconceivable that Ireland’s right 
to self determinatlon and nationhood be not recog- 
nized by the free nations of t%e world at the Peace 
Conference. Your country, the most faithful and 
venerable daughter of the/ Chul.c);, deserves justice ’ 
fTom all mankind and surley, must receive itl’ 
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~ loving spi& to see Irerand’s *hopes blasted once ’ 
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