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germs of fruitful thought. What he wrote was mark- 
ed by originality and independence of thought. His 
last published writing, a disquisition, in the Ecclesias- 
tical Review, on the question of when the human soul 
is infused into the body, was an interesting and clari- 
fying coatribution to a discussion on which one might 
have thought the last word had already been said. 
He did not specialize in his studies but radiated in 
every direction of interest; “quidquid homines arant, 
etc.” He had a really splendid grasp of Scholastic 
Philosophy and Theology. was a linguist of note, 
speaking and writing especially Latin, Italian and 
German with great freedom and having estabIished 
compeniouships with the great writers in each tongue, 
while his knowledge of English Literature was exten- 
sive and intimate. With these, a very wide know- 
ledge of Universal History, It often happens that 
such an amount of positive acquisition congests into 
pedantry. with Father Murphy it was but a conven- 
ience for the function of thought and the free play of 
imagination. He enjoyed conversation with men of 
every condition and could always meet them on the 
level of their own mentality. But he was most himself 
when canvassing the deeper spiritual problems which 
have engaged thinkers from the beginning of our 
race. Here his ccnversation was truly illuminatin 
and flowed freely as from a deep well fed b 
streams of human thought and kept sweet by 
Litterae Humaniores of all nations. In spite of 
riehness of vein, however, one was still most arre 
by the penetrating quality of his mind, manife 
both by his analysis of those bafling problems up to 
the point of mystery and by his recognition of th 
invalidity of human mason beyond it. There 
lifted up the shield of Faith. May he rest in peac 


