
SAINT PIUS X 

GLaiseppe Eh.30 was born on June 2nd, 1835, to simple, 
s, hard-wrking country folk, who had not a great deal 
the goods of this world-but their wealth consisted of 

eir profound faith, which they handed down to their 

Gukeppe began to attend the elementary school of the 
village at a very early age, where he manifested his un- 

of sincerity, piety and conduct. On September 18th, 1958, 
he was ordained a priest, filled with joy and radiant with 
the deepest faith. 

t the centre of his life. 



16 

eyes, uniting his sorrows to that of the Man of Sorrows. 
His appointment as Bishop of Mantua marked the re- 

surrection of the whole diocese of Mantua in his one am- 
b.iti0n-b see all the children under his care united in one 
large, happy family, in the shelter of which their souls 
would be safe. For this he considered no sacrifice too great 
and had to undergo great fatigue, encounter dangers, suf- 
fer insults and strive against the foe who seeks its ruin. 
His priests, elevated above all human beings, he taught, 
milst keep himself above human interests, their first care 
being the salvation of souls and the greatest means must 
be charity and counsel. 

It was Bishop Sarto’s wish that his whole life be spent 
among the Mantuans but Pope Leo XI11 had long been 
watching his untiring and whole-hearted activity, resplen- 
dent with heroic virtues and had destined him for greater 
honors. 

In the State Consistory on June 12th, 1893, he created 
him Cardinal and three days later promoted him to the 
Patriarchate of Venice on account of the greatness of his 
merits as Bishop of Mantua. This dignity which had been 
so foreign to his thoughts and so opposed to his ambitions, 
he prayed and attempted every possible means to withdraw 
from the honor which he dreaded as a plague. 

In 1903 Pope Leo XIII, who had illuminated the world 
by the light of his sanctity, passed to his eternal reward. 
In the final ballot of the Conclave, Cardinal Sarto received 
a greater majority than was necessary for valid election. 
Thus the humble peasant from the obscure country village 
mounted the steps of the highest throne on earth as  Pius 
X, at a time when the rights of Christ were passionately 
denied, when the denial was, as he said, “the greatest ill- 
ness of the age” and when man put himself up in the place 
of God and worshipped the golden calf of his own intellect. 

The lovable character of Pius X and his kindness of 
heart are attested by all who ever came in contact with 
him. He had a cheerful, loving heart, a strong and manly 
Will, and it was this disposition, supported by his confi- 
dence in God, which helped him to bear so bravely the 
weight and worry of his arduous task. 

While this rustic boy of Reice received honor after 
honor until he became the saintly Bishop of Rome, his 
character never seemed to change. His evangelical sim- 
plicity, meekness, humility, generosity, f i m &  and love 
of children increased and endeared him to all. 

The genuine holiness of the Pope was alone responsible 
for the decree on August $th, 1910, which permitted and 
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y an age as possible. 
As Bishop of Bishops it was his duty to look not only 

to the spiritual needs of the Roman people but to see that 
the faithful throughout the world were thoroughly ins;trUct- 
ed in the fundamentals of their faith. It was for this reason 
he pointed out how necessary it was fur the faithful to 
attend regularly the weekly instructions and for the clergy 

rich; meek and humble of heart; strong defender of the 
rights of the church; labouring to restore all things in 
Christ, died piously on August ZOth, 1914. 

We give thanks to Pius X who strov;? so mightily to 
&ore all things in Christ-@hrist the Way, the Truth and 
the Life. We give thanks also that he who preached and 
lived a life of heroic sanctity has been raised to our altars, 
an inspiration to the faithful for centuries to come. 

-M. P. M. ’55. 

THE lMsEpARABLE COUPLE 

rietta is not so prone to talk as Basil but unlike 
of her sex, she may be turned off if the occasion 


