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not vzce-versa. Marvellous as are certain pheonomena 
such as electricity, wireless telegraphy, radio-activity 
and the like, they are by no means miraculous. Some 
Scientists say that, because Science has given a natural 
explanation to some things which would have been re- 
garded by our forefathers as miraculous, there is no 
super-natural. I t  will be our purpose to show wherein 
lies the falsehood of this and similiar statements and 
we shall begin by first defining the term “Miracle.” 

“A Miracle,” according to St. Thomas, is a sen- 
sible effect produced by God beyond the powers of 
Nature, or ari effect, which is extraordinary, supernat- 
ural and produced by Divine power. In every miracle, 
therefore, there are two things required, namely the 
effect which cannot be explained by natural means and 
the certitude with which u7e are able to say that such 
an effect has been produced by God. Hence we see 
that only the Creator can of himself perform miracks. 
Miracles are divided into three classes, the highest, the 
lowest and those which occupy a middle place. Miracles 
of the highest or quoad substantiam-facti are those in 
which something is done by God which Nature could in 
no way produce, for example the simultaneous presence 
of two bodies in the same place, physically. 

Miracles of the second class or quoad subjecturn are 
those in which an effect is produced, which Nature 
could bring about but not in that particular connection, 
as the resurrection of the dead. 

A miracle of the third rank or quoad modum is an 
effect produced by God which could be produced by 
Nature, but not in the same way as it is produced, as 
the sudden curing of sickness. 

Can it be said then that a miracle is ever contrary 
to the “laws of Nature ? )’ To answer this question we 
must first find out- what this phrase means. If by the 
laws of nature we mean any particular law which 
Nature follows or by which Nature usually acts, then 
we may say that a miracle is contrary to Nature. But 
if, on the other hand, by’ the laws of Nature, we denote 
the Divine Will, then we cannot say that a miracle is a 
violation of Nature’s laws, for the simple reason that 
these laws are but an expression of God’s will and are 
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personal observation or from the testimony of others. 
In a miracle, as has been said before, we have the fact 
itself as an external occurrence and its supernatural 
character. This latter consists in .this, that its nature 
and accompanying circumstances are such that we 
must attribute it to the whrkings of some power beyond 
nature. The perception of this character is a purely 
rationai act, had by applying the principle of causality, 
“every effect must be proportionate to its cause.” As to 
the fact, the rules governing the testimwy of other 
historical events are alike applicable to miracles. The 
evidence of the fact depends on the knowledge and 
veracity of the narrators, that is, those who are wit- 
nesses of the events must know what they tell and tell 
the truth. And since miracles are extraordinary events, 
they will move men to  more accurate investigation, 
which tends to increase the authority of those who 
witness them. A miracle then as an historical fact can 
be known with oertitude, and there is no more reason 
for rejecting it than for rejecting accounts of any other 
sensible facts. 

For a solution of the question a s  to the occurrence 
of miracles we shall point to the Bible for examples. 
The Holy Scriptures are full of records of their having 
been performed. Let us examine a scriptural miracle 
first, for example the “Feeding of the Five Thousand.” 
As a confirmation of this fact we have the testimony of 
the four Evangelists whose statements are substantially 
the same, the same testimony by which all historical 
facts are established, human testimony. If what they 
state had never taken place, the falsehood would some- 
how have been discovered, for surely some of the “Five 
Thousand” would have denied it. Secondly, the feed- 
ing of so many persons is beyond the natural qualities 
of “five loaves and two fishes.” Thus to make the 
substance of such a small quantity of food satisfy the 
hunger of so vast a-multitude is an act quite outside 
the power of Nature. Consequently we must admit 
that  such an effect could have only been produced by 
Divine power. Such is the plain statement of thisand 
every other miracle. The very simplicity of the truth 
ought to be enough to convince any intelligent being 
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that miracles have been and are still capable of being 
wrought. 

Now, it may be asked, why have miracles been 
performed ? or what is their value ? I t  would be pre- 
sumption on the part of any Christian to assign motives 
of action to the Infinite or pretend to know why He 
should at  any time act in an extraordinary manner. 
“For who hath h e w n  the mind of the Lord or who has 
been His counsellor ?” Why he intervenes in a special 
manner in human affairs is not for us to question, but 
we know that when He does intervene it is for the com- 
mongood of all mankind. 

Miracles are valuable as proving the existence of a 
divine Providence, the All-wise Ruler, who, like every 
kind father, is ever ready to come to the aid of His 
children. They prove the existence of an order super- 
ior to that of Nature which is rightly termed Super- 
natural. They prove the divinity of God, as well as 
the divine character of His revealed truths. They 
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