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EDITORIAL 

The election stir is with us again, and maybe a 
little more lively this year. Several candidates for 
the various executive positions have offered them­
selves, and undoubtedly there will be a "dark horse" 
or two after we have gone to press. 

With the election promises, platforms and in­
tensifying campaigning in the campus limelight, 
everyone finds himself wondering at one time or an­
other, "Is this the right person for the job?" "How 
active has he, (or she) been in the numerous activities 
around the campus?" "Has he proved himself able and 
reliable?" "Has he initiative?" These are the import­
ant qualities we need in our student executive. 

It is with the view of an affirmative answering 
of these questions that the candidate presents his 
platform. His platform suggests, (or asserts) that he 
possesses these qualities, pointing out instances and 
activities to substantiate his claims, 

A fine exercise in democratic procedure, then, 
isn't it? It's simple, too. We weigh them, one against 
the other, and we vote. Very simple, 

If this were only the case! In reality, we realize 
that there have arisen several unfortunate and un­
necessary complications. An otherwise clear picture 
has been forced out of focus by several factors totally 
incondonable and abortive even to the most dulled 
sense of justice. 

The first and most malicious of these is a bulletin 
boldly entitled "Who's Who and What's What." We 
can only hope that it has been accepted by the student 
body for what it is worth. If so, its effect will be neg­
ligible. This is a prime example of what should be 
avoided in an election. Far from treating election 
issues at stake this pitiable effort gravelled in the 
most trivial, unrelated and pathetic dribble imagin­
able. Just what is to be gained by this cheap name-
calling and mud slinging is a little difficult to see, 
unless it is the thorough disgust of the student body. 

The major factor tending towards a distortion of 
the election campaign picture seems to be an unfavor­
able attitude prevailing in some quarters towards the 
present student government. Even granting that the 
Student Council has its faults, we should be careful 
to distinguish in the campaigning between that 
criticism which is merely for the sake of criticism and 
that which is given with a view to a remedy. If we 
are to listen to, and agree with, criticism of the 
present Student Council, we should demand to hear 
how this will be overcome by the incoming executive. 
Only then should it carry any weight in an election 
campaign. It is all too easy to do a good job of tear­
ing down, but more important and difficult is building 
up. 

Everyone likes to think he or she is open-minded. 
Most, at least try to be. However, since there will 
always be those who will persist in encouraging the 
warping of opinion we should be on our guard. Un­
fortunately, in this election campaign there has been 
a little too much of this. 

• * * 
Remember, it is your right and your duty to vote, 

and to do so conscientiously. Whether or not St, 
Dunstan's is going to have an efficient student execu­
tive next year is up to you. 

There is hardly a truer gauge of real college 
spirit than the interest shown in student government 
and affairs. Let's strive for a full turnout this year 
on election day. Vote for the candidate you think best, 
but VOTE! 

Drink Peerless Beverages 
J. T. MORRIS CO, 

Distributors of COCA COLA 
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H. M. SIMPSON LTD. 
GREETING CARDS — SOCIAL STATIONERY 
FOUNTAIN PENS — FINE LEATHER GOODS 
OFFICE SUPPLIES — PORTABLE 

TYPEWRITERS 

138 Great George Street, 
Charlottetown Phone 8577 
"STRAIGHT IN FROM THE COLLEGE" 

Letters To 
The Editor 

APOLOGIA P R O WATCHDOG 
Dear Sir: 

With reference to the let­
ter of Robert Q. Student which 
appeared in the las t edition of 
RED and WHITE, there are a 
few obresvations which I would 
like to make. 

F i r s t of all Sir, he s ta tes 
t ha t the editor did not know 
what he was ta lk ing about in 
WATCHDOG. The purpose of 
the paper is concisely bu t ac­
curately s tated in Mr. J im 
Morrison's le t ter which I would 
suggest t ha t he humble himself 
to read. 

Secondly, Sir, I recommend 
tha t he see Dr. O'Grady and 
:ave his concepts of construc­

tive and destructive criticism 
clarified. Are we to take his let­
ter as an example of construc­
tive cri t icism? 

Thirdly, Mr. Editor , Mr. 
Robert Q. Student implies tha t 
anyth ing t ha t a s tudent does 
beyond his scholastic work is 
to his credit. (I could take a 
variety of meanings from tha t 
s ta tement) I submit t h a t any 
student who takes upon himself 
the honor of a position on the 
Student Council is obliged in 
conscience to give it his best 
a t tent ion. "Honor implies re­
sponsibility." 

Four th ly , he s ta tes t h a t the 
g r a m m a r used is indicative of 
the menta l i ty of the wr i te rs . 
Are we to conclude from this 
f ha t William Shakespeare or 
Robert Burns , among others , 
who used bad g r a m m a r a t cer­
tain t imes to evoke a cer tain re ­
sponse, possessed low menta l ­
i ty? Or is the menta l i ty of our 
friend so h igh? Of course I do 
not place myself on the level 
of those men, but I do reserve 
the r ight to imi ta te them. 

The le t ter goes on to imply 
tha t people of low mental i ty 
can g radua te from St. Dun­
s tan 's . This, Sir, is an atrocious 
insult not only to me but to 
ivery s tudent ( the Seniors in 
par t icular) a t our universi ty. 
Fu r the r , it is an implication 
that the level of education a t 
St. Dunstan ' s is low, for if it 
were not, people of low menta l ­
ity would not even be able to 
"pass th rough ." I t is atrocious 
tha t our inst i tut ion should t ake 
such a slap in the face from an 
underg radua te . (Possibly Mr. 
Student feels t h a t he should 
move on to a pos tg radua te 
school where the studies will 
nrovide sufficient challenge to 
this intellectual capac i ty) . 

In my final r emarks , Mr. 
Editor, I wish to express re­
gret t ha t such a subjective view 
could come from the pen of an 
S.D.U. man. I even feel 
sympathy for this irresponsible 
wielder of words which are so 
void of positive ideas. 

In conclusion Sir, I wish to 
express genuine r eg re t a t hav­
ing to wri te this le t ter . How­
ever, I feel t ha t such a series 
of insults towards me person­
ally, the Senior Class, and a t 
our beloved college could not 
be permit ted to pass unanswer­
ed. 

Thanking you for your valu­
able space, 

I remain, 
Yours t ruly, 
J im Mahoney 
Editor-in-Chief 
Watchdog Review 

He Wasen't Swearing 
Sir: 

I was r a the r confused by 
the le t ter in your las t publica­
tion wr i t ten by Mr. Robert Q. 
Student . I found it difficult to 
determine whether Mr. Stu­
dent was t ry ing to prove a 
point or to demonst ra te his 
command of the Engl ish langu­
age. 

Mr. Student s ta ted : " I have 
forgotten the name of the 
bovine th ing ." Could i t not be 
possible t ha t he has also for­
gotten the contents of the 

'/bovine th ing ." I wonder if Mr. 
Student read this "unconnected 
entanglement of nebulosi ty" 
(whatever t ha t is) from an en­
tirely objective point of view. 

"A criticism to be acceptable 
should be constructive." This is 
a very fine s ta tement , but it is 
one which the res t of Mr. 
Students ' le t ter would seem to 
contradict. He did not offer any 
suggestion as to how the 
"Weekly" might be corrected 
or improved. In fact, he didn't 
even tell us wha t was wrong 
with it, a l though he certainly 
let us know he was opposed 
to it. Having done this , he pro­
ceeded to condemn the men­
talities of "some of our Senior 
s tudents ." If this is construc­
tive criticism, I'll eat my shir t 
—uncooked. 

It is all very well for Mr. 
Student to hold his opinion; but 
!et him not forget t ha t it is 
merely an opinion. Every o ther 
student has a r igh t to hold his 
->r her own opinion. I t is not 
tor Mr. Student to tell others 
what their opinions should be. 
One can determine the value of 
The Watchdog only by reading 
; t carefully and objectively. We 
cannot brand a work as good 
or bad merely because we know 
who wrote it. Nei ther can a 
few sheets of wri t ing clearly 
reflect the mental i ty of the 
author . 

For those who have not yet 
swallowed a dictionary, I would 
like to make it clear t ha t Mr. 
Student wasn ' t swear ing when 
he referred to The Watchdog 
as a "grammat ica l a t roci ty ." I 
think he meant t ha t the art icles 
were wr i t ten in poor Engl ish— 
a ma t t e r affecting only its 
" l i te rary value." (And I feel 
certain t h a t The Watchdog was 
not intended to be a " l i t e ra ry 
masterpiece." I did not wri te 
The Watchdog; nor did I have 
anything to do with it. But, if 
T had, I should certainly de­
mand an explanat ion of the 
uncouth, uncalled-for, and un­
grounded r emarks made by Mr. 
Robert Q. Student . 

With the addition of a bit 
of tac t and diplomacy, such a 
publication as The Watchdog 
could be a very effective sub­
st i tute for the opposition which 
is present in most democratic 
governments but which we 
lack in our s tudent government . 

Very sincerely yours, 
Pat r ick E. Quinn 
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No Discretion 
Dear Sir: 

The evidence por t rayed by 
the Editor in the las t publica­
tion of the "Red and Whi te" 
showed complete lack of dis­
cretion and as wel] as a blat­
ant implication of ant i -Ameri­
can sent iment . This s ta tement 
concerning Pear l Harbor was 
vholly i r revalent to the sub-
the only reason of inser t ing 
such a passage was to s t i r up 
dissension between the stu­
dents. 

J.K. 
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THINK THL N 

Terrorism 
At S. D. U. 

Dear Sir: 

On behalf of all the abused 
;ictims on this campus, who 
lave had the misfortune of a t ­
tending the skates here a t the 
college rink, I would like to for­
ward a complaint concerning 
the conductor of the boys who 
par t ic ipate in the skate every 
evening. 

Since the deter iorat ion of the 
s o - c a l l e d "campus police", 
peaceful harmony and order 
have ceased to exist a t our 
rink. Because of their inabil i ty 
to ward off the ons laught ing 
a t tacks t ha t the boys execute 
is they charge bell igerently a t 
me another , many gir ls find i t 
impossible to venture safely 
onto the ice. Only the b raves t 
of the brave have had the cour­
age to face up to these t e r r o r ­
ists, and they too have become 
bruised and lacerated. Almost 
any girl can present ba t t l e 
scars to prove this point. A t the 
rink, the borish and infanti le 
behavior of a la rge number of 
college and high school boys 
is disgraceful, callous, and de­
grading. 

Surely the boys could con­
tain themselves while a t ska t ­
ing and show a li t t le respect 
for the other people on the ice. 
Even the hockey coach could 
end some of the unruly horse­
play if he put for th the effort . 
No one can deny the verac i ty 
of the complaint, and the soon­
er something is done to remody 
the prevail ing si tuation, the 

I L L C I f O 

VOTE! 

The Boycott 
On the f ront page of your 1 

as t issue, there was an article 
entit led, S tuden ts Plan Boycott 
of City Cinema. And on the last 
page of the same issue, there 
appeared an advertisement of 
the Capitol 's movies for March, 

Might I remind you sir, that 
the s tuden ts are receiving 
mough opposition from "The 
Guard ian" and "The Evening 
Pa t r i o t . " I t ' s a pretty sad 
s i tuat ion when our own College 
pape r adver t i ses movies for 
a t h e a t r e which we have placed 
under boycott . 

If this was not intentional 
then it cer ta inly was a terrible 
blunder. 

I remain , 
Very sincerely yours, 
Pa t r ick Eugene Quinn 

Editor's No te : 

The point is well taken, how-1 
ever, we a re under contract to 
adver t i se rs for every edition, 
and therefore could not refuse 
the t hea t r e ' s advertisement, 

be t te r . 
Because of the inability of 

the campus police to maintaffi. 
order a t the r ink, it is impera­
tive t h a t immediate action le 
taken to dispose of the present 
C.P.'s and replace them by a 
more competent group of boys 
At least th is would bring us 
one s tep closer to the banish­
ment of t e r ro r i sm a t the S.D.U 
r ink. 

D. M. Morris 
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MILLER BROTHERS LTD. 
"Prince Edward Island's Oldest Music House" 

ESTABLISHED 1868 

ASK FOR THE BEST . . . 

ASK FOR ISLAND MADE 

ICE CREAM 
"Available at your College Canteen" 
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