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othere, otherwise well 





, practically one third of the 
entire revenue of the province. 

Now these figures are not given with a view to 
apologising for the Government (let us emphasize this 
point for no one more than we deplore the mixing of 
politics in this question) but seeing these figures and 
realizing what they mean, we can see for ourselves -the 
futility of our further urgingupon the Government, under 
the present circumstances, the nekessity of increasing 
teachers’ salaries directly, especially when they have ai- 
ready told the teachers candidly that they cannot do it. , 

Teachers must not blind themselves to the true state of 
affairs. The truth may sometimes be disagreeable, but 
if they are fqir to  themselves they must know it. The 
situation in axnutsbell is this : The rate-payers say, 
“Let the GovernFent .increase the salaries ;-the 
Government says candidly: “We are doing all we 
can.”-What are teachers to  do then ?-Are they to  

. accept the situation-as it is-& nothing-and go on eke- 
ing od-a miserable existence on a pittance ?-Are they 

~ to make the teaching profession a mere stepping-stone 
to  somethingklse ?-Are they to  continue serving an 
apprenticesfhip, as it were, in the schools of Prince Ed- 
ward Island, only to g o  to  the schools of Western Can- 
ada to the undoubted advantage of the latter ? Are they, 
cohtinuing thus, to  fill our schools, continually with none 
h t  young inexperienced teachers and thus ruin our 
educational possibilities ? Surely not. 
they do ? Perhaps that question could not be answered 
better than by the following account of an interview 
the writer had with an editor not so very long since : 

Some time ago I chanced to be talking to  an editor, 
whosewympath‘y like that of ail other editors, is with 
the poorly-paid Lacher, when I remarked that teachers , 
are practically the only salariefl Freatures at the present 
day who are not getting a living wage; wliereupon the 
editor wheeled about suddenly in his chair, removed 
his glasses with a ,  suddenem which almost alarmed me 
and cried : You teachers have no one tp  
blame but yourselves ; you are simply beggaring the 
profession and the sooner you get out of it the better.” 
-1 was about to  interrupt, for I felt it was bad enough 
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starve the teachers of ‘this province without now 
ping abuse upon them-“adding insult to injury”- 
something in the determination with which the editor 

oke, told, me I had better hold my peace and so the 
itor continbed: “How is it that you teachers get 

n my lowest clerk .?-How is it that you 
n get enough to pay” for your board and 
return for the years you spent in qualifyink 

3 How is it that somebody in the ‘district. 
teacher for fifty cents a week less than is 
harged “because teachers don’t get muth” ? 

s it that teachers‘are looked upon by so many, 
subjects for cbrity-How is all this I say? “Be- 
set’-and with this he brought his fist down upon the 
k with a thud that made the inkstand bounce-be- 
se, you teachers are willink to teach far the miserable 

Gttance they give you. I tell you you’re beggaring the 
mfession and if you continue teaching a t  that scandal- 
)us salary, you are simply doing an injustice to your- 
wlves. to the teacher who is trvinp to Secure a better 

sses again ;wheeled back o i  his chair and “began per- 
ng some clippings he had before him. 

Mr. 
itor;, what would you advise the teachers to do?” 

it\ this the editor turned his eyes towards me and a 
findly light lit up his features. I was reassured. “After 
3,” thought I “it was his solicitude for the welfare of 
be teachers that caused his just indignation of a 
hoknent ago.” He did not answer my question directly, 
iowever, but said, “Mr.-----do you know what my 
r e s  boy does when he believes’it is time to get a 
aise? He comes to my office an4 says : ‘br.-i’ve 
keen working here now for six months, and I would 

I reply, Well, 
k n y ,  what do you think you w e  wdrth now?’ ‘Fifty , 

s a week more.’ I give him raise ; I know he 
orth i t ;  I admire his manli ,and forwardness 
furthermore, I knoy if he does not {get what he, 

I sat mute for a while. ‘Finally I ventured : 

4 ro get a raise riow, if you please.’ 
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Is not the editor right-does he not tell teachers 
clearly what they must do ? The solution to  the whole 
question is in the, hands of the teachers themselves. 
Of course, editors, clergymen and other influential fair- 
minded men can do much to help the cause and should. 
Giving them due credit for all that they have done for 
education in the past, they are to  be most respectfully 
requested and urged t o  lend a helping hand at  this 
critical time. But their efforts will be in,  a large 
measure, as heretofore futile, if €he teachers themselves 
do not act and act at once in their own behalf. They 
must unite-demand a minimum wage and “stand out” 
till they get it. That may or may not involve a little 
hardship but even, if it does, it is better to  bear a littla 
sacrifice for a while, if necessary, than to go on teaching 
for the rest of one’s day’s at a sacrifice. And if all 
teachers “stand out”  what then? Depend upon it the 
schools will not be cjosed for long. One of two 
things will necessarily happen, Districts that  can 
afford it will meet your demands ;-those which cannot, 
will either approach the legislatofs and place their,case 
before them; when it will devolve upon the 
Government to, ,assist these districts, classing 
them, as other provinces do, “ Poor Districts ’’ ; 

. or these districts will apply for and secure 
the consolidation of their schools with some other or 
others-a consummation greatly to  be desired. Or  all 
districts will demand from our leglislators that the 
situation be relieved and the government will be obliged 
to come t o  the rescue either by impo$ing a direct tax 
for educational purposes or otherwise. 

Thinking teachers must surely know that “Union” 
is their last resort, and that it is by Union only that 
they can hope to  put sufficient pressure upon the govern- 
ment or rate-payers to make either or both act. 
Never before were the prospects of securing fair 
salaries better. Teachers cannot afford to  remain 
pas$ve any longer. If they fail to  grasp the bpportunity 
before them now what can they hope for later ? 
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He’s armed without that’s innocent within.-Pope. 
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