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C.U.S. — AND EDUCATION

(This is the second in a series
of three articles on C.U.S.)

Modern society contin-
ues to promote a greater in-
volvement of its citizens in
education. In fact, education
has become a very powerful
criterion for judging the
growth and development of
a nation. Unfortunately, it
has become one-dimensional
(i.e. its value is judged solely
in terms of economic and fin-
ancial growth). Consequent-
ly, the whole educational pro-
cess has designed its products
(the students) as the ones
who will fill in the vacancies
left by a turn-over in employ-
ees, and who will serve to
perpetuate the economic and
social machine — not change
it. Thus, our educational sys-
tem has become in its pers-
pective as narrow as any to-
talitarian system is or may
become. Essentially, its na-
ture is authoritarian and re-
presgive. It cannot be explic-
itly seen and dogmatically
demonstrated in the words of
those who control, but be-
comes obvious in the demands
that it places on students to
find for themselves finan-

- cially-successful careers. It

subtly determines the com-
position and structure of our
society and establishes an
economic value as the guid-
ing principle. With this end
in sight, the means — the
school curriculum and the as-
sembly line of students and
teachers — become the in-
struments of those in our so-
ciety who have obtained the
power; these, of course are
none other then those who
have amassed the wealth.
C.U.S. refuses to accept such
an oppressive situation,

It feels that education has
become valueless to students.
It feels that genuine
students should want to make
their course material applic-
able to their development and
understanding of life. Take
our unmversity, S.D.U. It
seems that degrees are
awarded to students whose
fields of specialization include
alcohol consumption, card
playing, and passive enter-
tainments of all kinds and
shapes. When we are no lon-
ger concerned about the value
of our degrees, we are mno
longer! And our degree dis-
plays that sort of ironic sta-
ture that our scholarly excel-
lence deserves in the academic
world.

C.U.S. is radical. It has to
be, For it recognizes a sys-
tem that is inadequate for a
society that is truly democra-
tic. Thus, C.U.S. proclaims
that:

“Education is a contributive so-
cial process, the essence of which
is an expanding awareness of
man’s social and natural environ-
ment through dialogue and co-
operative intellectual effort. The
principal role of education is to
serve society by developing the
full potential of all citizens as
free, creative, thinking and acting
human beings and therefore to
serve society by helping to achieve
equality of the essential conditions
of human living.”

Further, it describes two
gyndromes typical of modern
day education — the associa-
tion between education and
productivity in the transfer of
gkills and knowledge; and the
socializing effect of schools in
shaping attitudes, beliefs and
world views of students who
are subjected to a particular

type of education in a par-
ticular type of school.

Reaffirming its belief in a
democratic society, suggests
that the goal of education
must be to help students to
become individuals:

1) who are able to take self-
initiated action and be self-discip-
lined and responsible for that ac-
tion,

2) who are critical learners able
to evaluate the contributions of
others and make intelligent choie-
es, free of social or intellectual
coercion,

3) who are aware of the social
responsibilities and are able to co-
operate effectively with others,
but who think and act indpend-
ently and not just in terms of
what others think,

4) who have acquired knowledge
relevant to the solution of per-
sonal and social problems, and can
use that knowledge creatively.

However, the knowledge
that is acquired cannot be di-
vorced from the social system
in which it exists. It is not
politically neutral: it can be
used both to liberate and re-
press. Only if we examine

the ways in which knowledge

is used in our society can we
fully understand the kinds of
socialization that occur and
the role of education in our
society.”

As an epilogue to this, dare
we ask what our student
council is doing or intends to
do to evaluate our system of
education at S.D.U.

CONCERNING
STUDENT
LOANS

Despite the hang-ups on celibacy, the “forever commit-
ment”, the accusations of irrelevancy, there are still
Catholic men on on every university campus to whom
the priesthood in a renewing Church makesg sense.

If you are one of these men but feel that financial obli-
gations constitute a major obstacle to this goal,

Write:

Educational Information Service

Oblate Fathers,
443 Daly Ave.,
Ottawa 2, Ont.

MAKE A DATE WITH YOUR FUTURE!
On NOVEMBER 28

Representatives from the'New Brunswick
Telephone Compony, Limited, will be on cam-
pus to talk about your FUTURE WITH N.B.
TEL.

You can now make an appointment with
yvour Placement Officer if you are graduating
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Kobaks — FiLMs — PROCESSING

REDDIN'S PpHARMACY

DIAL 4-4515 — 4-4386 132 RICHMOND ST.
R. M. SMALLMAN

SODA FOUNTAIN — LIGHT LUNCHES
PRESCRIPTIONS A SPECIALTY

ments, see your Travel Agent. Or
call your local Air Canada office.

If you're hung up on your holiday break, without enough cash
to get away in style, listen to this: Anyone under 22 can fly
4’ for half fare—on a standby basis—to any Air Canada

destination in North America. All you do is get an 1.D. card
($3) that says you’re a member of Air Canada’s Swing-Air Club,
(Your L.D. card will also be honoured for fare discounts' by

other airlines in North America, and for co-operative rates with many hotels.)
Get the details from your Swing-Air campus representative. For flight arrange-
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