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Worials 
STUDENTS UNION ELECTIONS 

This spring, in keeping with the requirements of the con- 
stitution of our campus governing body, the Students' Union, 
the annual elections were held to decide who would replace the 
outgoing officers. The :vent .vas the fourth of its kind since the 
inauguration of this student organization; and it marked a con- 
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Now campaigning previous to election day is desirable. It 
is a means of acquainting the electors with the qualifications and 
merits of the candidates; and it affords the candidates themselves 
the opportunities to impress their policies on the voters. But 
in this instance the practice was grossly abused; it was used as a 
means of attacking the very characters of those offering themselves 
for election; it was made a medium to release rancour and arouse 
ill-feeling; and it was employed to spread vicious propaganda. 
We are not attacking the candidates. We believe the blame lies 
in those supporters who were so convinced of their cause that they 
overlooked all other considerations and disregarded the soundness 
of some practices. May we suggest that steps be taken to assure 
us that elections in the future will be conducted in a more exemplary 
manner? Let us never witness a repetition of recent occurences. 

While discussing elections, we urge you, the students, to con- 
sider the fact that under our existing constitution, elections are 
also to be held within a month of the opening date of college to 
appoint students to the executive positions of the A.A.A., the 
Debating Society, the Dramatic Society, the C.F.C.C.S., the 
Glee Club, and our unit of I.S.S. It would seem that since the 
adoption of the present constitution, we have become dependent 
on the nominating-committee to appoint the officers of the various 
societies. Now this committee was not instituted to appoint 
students to the executive of any society. Its purpose was, and 
still is, to insure us that at least one nomination is received for 
each position. Students were to nominate for these positions; 
there were to be elections in the fall as well as in the spring. 

We strongly endorse the practice of conducting elections for 
the appointing of students to these societies, for we feel that such 
balloting is not only desirable, but necessary as well. Desirable 
these elections are because it is only too true and apparent that 
the nomination-committee has in the past adopted the policy of 
giving positions to students who have already served in some 
official capacity, with the result (as we charged earlier) that we 
have become dependent on a small number to head our societies 
from year to year. As a result of such a practice there are many 
bearing the necessary qualifications and interest in these activities 
and societies who receive no consideration; they will graduate 
without having received a valuable training for future leadership, 
and without interest in public-affairs. We urge such students 
who have been victimized by this practice to make use of the in- 
tended means to acquiring campus positions, elections. Neces- 
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Criticism might also be levelled at  those industrious students 
who are interested in bettering themselves but are content to con- 
fine their efforts to the mastering and memorizing of lecture mater- 
ial and textbooks. Their reading seems to vary with the number 
of assignments forced upon them. In not a few cases, then, the 
studious and disinterested alike seem to be oblivious to the riches 
of our library where volumes and volumes are arraigned on the 
shelves like so many servants awaiting to assist and counsel them. 

For we students are 
reminded by our professors of the necessity of reading during our 
undergraduate days. Yes, we are urged to read widely, to read 
good and worthwhile books; and to guide us in our reading cam- 
paign we are given lists from which to choose. We are reminded 
again and again that our undergraduate work is not the end, all of 
this business of education, and that our development after grad- 
uation will depend largely on our reading; we are further urged to 
develop proper tastes and habits so that we may be able to attacL 
a work critically and analytically. We are introduced to Catholic 
authors and urged to read Catholic periodicals. Yet we do not 
read; we do not wish to read. 

But again our system is not at: fault. 

Why? 

That is a question which cries out for an answer. We don’t 
propose to answer it; we don’t know. However, regardless of the 
reasons for this lack of reading in the intellectual diet of many of 
us, one fact is certain. Yes, the situation presents a challenge 
to us as students. For it’s our own battle, it’s up to us to work 
against ignorance and error, to develop our minds, to become 
educated. The raw materials are a t  our disposal; it is our task, 
this acquiring the art of sound thinking and judgment, thus ar- 
riving at  a condition of knowledge and wisdom. It all depends on 
us? 

In  the h a 1  analysis, the extent of the development of our 
thinking powers, and the acquisition of the art of thinking de- 
pends on our own efforts. And to acquire the art of correct think- 
ing we must think often. And to think often we must read thought- 
provoking books. Sound reading is necessary for a successful 
educational program. Are we I 
content to learn by bitter experience the truth of their statements? : 
It will be too late then. Now is the time to read; now is the time . . . . now..  . . now! 

Our teachers remind us of that. 

, 
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College - - _ _ - _ _ _ _ _  . - 
Chronicle 

There is a touch of spring in the air as we pen this, the last 
section in the story of campus events and activities for the year 
1949-50. Plans for the soft ball season are in the making now and 
students are taking to the out-of-doors; to the hand ball alleys, 
for a game of that worthy sport, or to any convenient spot where EL 

ball and catcher’s mitt can be put into action. Studies are re- 
ceiving plenty of attention also because a glance at the schedule 
for final examinations, which is now posted on the bulletin boards, 
tells us that the first day for examinations is on May 8th. 


