
ST. DUNSTAN’S ‘L. waters of Christianity, flowing down from the fountain 

source in Galilee and rushing on through the ages, met 
in thcir onward impulse the barrier of Roman persecu- 
tion. But this current was not to be stemmed by any 
human force, but, as flows the river, when obstructed, 
in many places beneath the ground, so did Christianity 
flow on through the Catacombs and carry to every age 
and every country the soothing draught of its waters. 

F. J. N. ’22. 
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Whose eighty winters freeze with one rebuke, 

All great sc.lf-seeker6 trampling on the right.” 

ARELY, if ever, has Canada mourned so deeply 
as over the death of Sir Wilfrid Laurier. And 
justly so, for by his ,passing this country loses a 

’ gentleman in the finest sense of the word ; a statesman 
unrivalled in his time ; and a Christian whose devoted- 
ness to his Holy Religion stands unquestioned. 

A gentleman! To few can Cardinal Newman’s 
definition, “A gentleman is one who never inflicts 
pain,” be more truly applied than to the late Liberal 
Chieftain. During the well nigh half century in which 
Sir Wilfrid served his country as a public man he had 
occasion to encounter in various ways and under many 
different circumstances, fellow-citizens who did not 
always accept the principles he advacated. Fever, for 
one moment, even in the fac‘e of bitterest opposition 
did he deviate from the path of those doctrines which 
he believed to be true. Ln private interview, in the 
controversial combats of the press, in fiery debate on 
the election platform and on the floor of the House of 
Commons, he defended his principles and vindicated his 
chosen positions with all the energy and ability a t  his 
command. And yet whether his opponents withdrew, 
dejected by defeat, or flushed with victory, they could 
never reproach him with having used ungentlemanly 
tactics-with having “inflicted ” on them “ pain.’: 
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a country of weakness and disunion and left it a stroils 
and united nation. 

No doubt the brightest feature of this 
great Canadian’s record is his freedom from charges of 
political or personal dishonor. When we consider that, 
during his long and varied career, he never once fell 
before the many temptations which beset a man in the 
public service, we cannot but admire the splendid char- 
acter which preserved him unsullied to  the end. 
Doubtless he made some mistakes. He  would not 
have been human bad he done otherwise; and with a 
true Christian humility he himself admitted shortly be- 
fore his death; ‘‘I am conscious that1 have made many 
mistakes.*’ But that he was a “self-seeker,” that he 
ever for a n  instant placed his own interest before that  
of his beloved Canada is a fault never imputed to him. 
Moreover he loved and cherished the Catholic faith in 
which it was his good fortune to be born, to  live, and 
to die. During his life the exigencies of no situation, 
however intricate could compel him to revile the Holy 
Religion which he professed. And a t  his last moments 
it was the comforts of this Faith which gave to the ven- 
erable old leader the confidence and trust that made his 
passing so peaceful and serene. 

It will now be the duty and pleasure of us who 
temain behind to pray to the Heavenly Father that He 
may be speedily place over the brow of the departed 
statesman the halo of celestial happiness. 

A Christian! 

A. O’E 

Honor lies in h 

All habits gather by unseen degrees, 
As brooks make rivers, rivers run to seas. 

b -0vid. 
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