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A CANADIAN'S RESPONSIBILITY 

about many thmgs. I t  IS the opinion of many Canadian i d  
lectuals that this situation exists in Canada with re ard to our 
system of stste welfarism. Usually welfarism is reirred to as 
planned or replated capitalism; this is quite different from theo- 
retical capitalism which is free fmm planning or reguktion. 

Canada, as a welfare state, realizes that not all her citizens are 
capable, nor have they the opportunit to earn what is necessary 
for substinenee; and, being aware of t<L situation she attempts to 
deviate it by giving financial aid in the form of family allowances, 
unemployment insurance, etc. The immediate effects of these 
measures are usually good; however, the future effects may be 
detrimental to the common g o d  of the Canadian public. 

It is probable that if consideration were given to the following 
questions the Canadian public would become at least vaguely 
aware of the adverse effects that this system could eventually have 
on OUT nation: (1) What amount of control oyer the populace 
could welfarism eventually give to the government? (2) Is it 
possible for the government to reduce these measures of welfarism? 
(3) Considered subjectively does this p h  have any adverse effects 
on the populace? 

the first question, which deals with state control of 
the &%%t us stud for a moment the following figures which 
illustrate ho; much of t g  total national income has gone to taxes 
over the years: 

1930 ................................................................... 19% 
1940 .............................................................. ~..~33% 
195 S....~ ....................................... L....~ ............ 35% 

If this trend continues the stite will be taking an inmasing portion 
of our income every year in the form of taxes; the state must 
necesmr3y do this, however, in order to keep pace with the demands 
of the peo le for more and more welfare meawures. Eventually the 
public coJd  become almost completely dependent on the govern- 
ment financially, and the state would, as a result, have almost 
complete control over the affairs of the public. This conclusion is 
logical because the power contmllmg the finances in any society 
usually controls all other matters. To put it hlun* the Canadian 
people could becom'e slaves to the state and they would have little 
or no control over their own affairs as a political entity or as in- 
dividual. These considerations lead up to the next question which 
regards the possible meam of.reducing the amount of state welfar- 
ism, or a t  least curbing its increase. 

In answer to this, our political parties would say that it is not 
feasible for them to reduce or curb welfarism as the situation m w  
stands. The political parties compete with each other in o f f e k  

In general, people tend to be lulled into a false sense of securit 
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k &re is any truth brought home to us by wonsdence. 
we are p...p-Uy responsible for what we 
rpns o shlftlng our responsibility, and t 
duty involves PUunishment. 

do 
hat 

, th; 
the 
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This, above all, to thy own self be true 
Asd it will follow, as the night the day 
Thou canst not then be false to a9y man 

Shakespeare 
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