
There is tension b&ween England and France over 
Polish occupation of Upper Silesia. The facts 
question are subject of some contradiction. The disposition 
Silesia, German territory before the war, was left t o  plebiscite b 
Treaty of Verseilles, Polish representatives acquiescing th 
rather under duress. The plebiscite showed one part of the 
tory favorable to the Polish connection, the remainder, or 
Silesia, favorable to the Germans. The population is predo 

ingly Polish but the Germanic occupation is almost as old as 
English occupation of Ireland. Recently, Polish irregulars, appa 
ly without government authorization, and thereafter, regular t r  
in conjunction with insurgents a t  various points of disputed territ 
seized upon certain positions and began “ occupation ” of 
country. The Allied troops, some IO,OOO French and 4,000 Itali 
remaining there since the plebiscke, after some minor clashes 
the invaders, finding themselves too few to cope with the situatio 
fell back upon their own protecting centres, to await the result 
exchanges between the council of the League of Nations and t 
Polish Government. I t  was while matters were moving rapidly 
above that Germany accepted the British and French ultimatum 
May 12th., in accord with which they were, among other things t 
reduce forthwith their military strength to  police proportions on1 
The degree of unanimity with which the German National Counc 
accepted the terms at the last moment was a matter of some won 
ment. This was the state of affairs May 12. Since then it 
become evident that the Polish National sentiment is solidly be 
the occupation operations, that in fact these operations .were a k 
of Jaineson raid intended to  present a “fait accompli. ” Rou 
this is how the matter appeared, viewed from this side. 

ly. 

From the Polish point of view things appear somewhat different 
First of all, the Treaty of Verseilles has not been ratified by a1 
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ntracting nations, nor has it been regarded as sacroscant by 
at have ratified it. Then again, the doctrine of self-deter- 
n in virtue of which plebiscites were called in certain areas 
n repudiated by the porn engineering the League, notably 

eat Britain in respect of 1 . Further, the Poles aver that 
George has been all along particularly antagonistic to their 
; that it was through his opposition that Dantzig, the outlet 
Baltic, was denied them ; that it was through his insistence 
ncil of the League endeavored to inhibit them from pursuing 
eating Soviet army across the old Russo-P-olish frontier. 
membered too, that when the tide turned against them and 

ussian armies were under the walls of Warsaw, it was French 
and generals, not British that aiaed in averting disaster, 
h the British were guarantors t o  them of security in posses- 
the territory which the League had delimited as Polish. To 

have they felt- the hostility of Lloyd George that they 
riven to  seek an explanation of it in the British fear of 
etition in textiles in the markets of the world ; and they 

well persuaded that there is truth in the claim of the 
ess that Lloyd George overcame Germany's resistance to 
of the ultimatum, by some secret understanding with the 

ing the retention of arms and the right to use them t o  
ir claims in Upper Silesia. The League Council looked to  

e the pressure of Soviet Russia off Western E 

er and the division 'bf the old Polish stock ; 

* 

has managed to humbug the French to  the we 

now by what right he who grabbed up all the ope 
will apply to  them a doctrine which he is not willing to 
ngland. The situatiqn is of the gravest ; France is deter- 

that Germany shall disarm forthwith and Lloyd Geoi-ge has 
in the British House that if Fran-e applies force i 
the guns of the navy will be turned upon ber coastal 

in the disputed territory; if the Poles prevail they h i l l -  
have already been clashes between German and Polish 

the territory in defiance of the League : if the Germans pre- 
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cannot see now, 
resent ; but the Entente is a thing of the past. 

I trust the situation will be patched up for 
Has  France 

such a position in Europe through the war that it will become nece 
sary to crush her in the interests of democracy? 

. . . . . . .  
Your reviewer in the Easter number uttered an assured dictu 

to the effect that Pan-Anglo-Saxonism is repudiated by America. 
that time President Harding had selected his cabinet and 
revelations of his mind so made, could not have been the b 
assurance, for, without exception. the men chosen had been m 
less conspicuous advocates of “ rapprochement ” with Great B 
Harding hiniself had already written his remarkable letter $0 
Sulgrave Institute, the Pershing speech had received his ap  
and Viviani missions had met with marked official coolness. 
are a few of many gestures which had openly proclaimed 
-tendency of official Washington, which ambassador Harvey 
recently put into such love-sick language a t  St. James, that Engl 
traioed diplomats find his effusiveness gn embarrassment and ev 
nuisance. All this, however, is not what the American people 
tended, though many of them feared it, when in rejecting W i  
they were left no choice but Harding. Wilson betrayed thei 
Already they are speaking of Harding as a traitor to his 
faith Tho heads of the indictment are all in the Harvey 
which the President has openly approved. Harding before 
would have no old world entanglements ; after election his a 
dor proclnims solidarity with England, the very locus of old w 
entanglements. America, official and popular. had again and a 
assured France of undying friendship ; Harding, at a momen 
tension between France and England throws all the weig 
America’s friendship to  the side of the latter. Your reviewer 
not abate one jot the absoluteness of his view regarding Ame 
attitude to Pan-Anglo-Saxonism. The effusiveness 
mutual admiration lo..ses allegiance of one large section of Amer 
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ustment of mutual interests which must follow will apply 
test to the remainder. - 

Western civilization though not ancient is old. I t  h a s  grow; 
ress ” from “homogeneity to  heterogen‘eity 
adaptations etc. ” Is it too late to retrace 

e have come,or are we doomed to  stumble on wit 
is not of the earth, earthy. I t  is true that some ‘can 
state of spasm the indications of a renewal. The 

zoenix has been burned on the funeral pyre which he collected 
g bird is even now issuing from th? purifying 

wever, recognize in the symptoms merely the ha 
eries. There is general but not “ divine ’’ discontent and 
Sncfination to work. There is a stupefying p 
ry and contradiction ; liyman life is carelessly flun 

There is a 
nunciation of war and intense activities of those agencies 
e their meaning from war. Democracy, the word, is bn 

e but the really earnest democrats are inostly under 

best, by the grace of an expert alienist for treat 
n positions of control are everywhere endeavor 

priviieges. Sallust probing wiih a cold st 
avarice and luxury which prepared Rome for’the 
pauses to  look back. “ I t  is worth whil 

u hqve become familiar with the homes and vi1 

y decorated their shrines with piety, their 
did they wrest from the  conqaered anything 
ther injuring ; but the men of whom I speak h 

depth of baseness that they w r h g  from their 
~imows conquerors used to  leave to the conquered 

of power were to inflict injury. 1 sappose t 
ve comedians in his day, to whom Sallust was 

et there is hysteria about hygiene and health. 

he concessions to  emergency into clenched 

s to  visit the temples of the gods which our 



T o  one who looks, as with the eyes of Sallust, upon anothe 
world whose homes and villas are built up like cities, but wh 
temples are deserted, there are '  not wanting spectres as sinister 

the Cateline conspiracy to complete the work of lyiag, luxury a 

Both. theories as  stated by their votaries have the same kin 

else Socialism may include, there is a t  the very heart o 
negation of individual liberty in all that makes human, life 
while. I t  breaks with the past and has therefore an attraction 
certain type of mind ; the type, however, is not quite huma 

ance that can never be the choice of the mass of men. Its  g re  

undue concentration of power in the hands of those who oppos 

preparedness for war. - T o  that fetish all that makes life human 
sacrificed. The individual belonged to  the State and' had 
reclamation against its vexatious exactions. The same idea of 
omnipotence of the State is being sedulously fostered by thous 
of plausible people in every land today, and these are not c 
Socialists. Nay, they are organizing us  against Socialism, but 

are really a greater menace than Socialism as we know it today. 


