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CUBA, CANADIAN FOREIGN 
POLICY, AND INSANITY i 

On Monday, October 22, Mr. 
Kennedy, the President of the 
United States, made an announce­
ment that shocked the entire 
world. Cuba is in possession of 
nuclear weapons which constitute 
a threat to the Western Hemi­
sphere, and to forstall any action 
on Cuba's part , the United States 
is placing her in a state of en­
forced blockade. 

Immediately, the free world con­
curred with the United States 
with almost unequivocal agree­
ment. Never before, has there 
been such immediate and com­
plete agreement with any aspect 
of American foreign policy. 

The only conspicious exception 
to this unanimous approval was 
that of Canada. While, on the 
one hand, the vast majority of 
Canadian public opinion is decid­
edly in favour of the President 's 
announcement, we have been left 
in an embarrass ing position by the 
lack of sympathy expressed by 
the Canadian Government. 

Mr. P e a r s o n , the Liberal 
Leader, in view of the situation, 
has given a reasonable program 
for Canada. Mr. Pearson 's sug­
gestion that Canada should 
emphatically support the Am­
erican Government 's decision, 
and that now is the right t ime for 
Canada to join the Organization 
of American States, is t ru ly more 
indicative of Canadian feelings 
than the Government 's non-com­
mittal stand. 

In his s tatement of the twenty-
fourth, the P r ime Minister stat­
ed that Canada neither 'agrees 
nor d isagrees" with the American 
decision. 

On the twenty-fifth, the Pr ime 
Minister announced that combined 
American-Canadian naval manoeu­
vres, which were to take place in 
November in the North Atlantic 
a re called off, because the impres­
sion might be given that Canada 
is supporting the Cuban blockade. 

F e a r of non-support of his min­
ority government is surely not the 
reason for refusing a statement. 
The Social Credit Pa r ty , in the 
person of its leader, Mr. Thomp­
son, was the first par ty to commit 
itself whole-heartedly to Mr. Ken­
nedy's announcement. This sup­
port alone would give the Govern­
ment a footing. It has been work­
ing with this support, despite Lib­
eral efforts, since the convening 
of Par l iament . 

Well, if Mr. Diefenbaker does 
not have the cynical intention of 
'politicing" on the issue, what 
then is his purpose in refusing 
commitment on the blockade? 

Essentially, it is a question of 
foreign policy. But, does Canada 
have a foregin policy? 

Recently, when this question 
was put to a member of Parl ia­
ment, Mr. McQuarrie, member 
for this county of Queens, answer­
ed emphatically in the affirmat­
ive. In elaborating, he said that 
C a n a d a was a member of 
N.A.T.O., the United Nations, and 
other international groups, both 
defensive and peace-like in nature . 
Wlhat Mr. McQuarr ie did not say 
bu t implied, is t ha t Canada in 
light of the cold war, cannot have 
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a foreign policy that is unlike any 
other member of N.A.T.O., be­
cause in fact we are faced with 
the common danger of Commun­
ism. Many Canadians will argue 
with this. 

What many Canadians do not 
realize is that Canada has a 
foreign policy outside of N.A.T.O., 

a foreign policy which is unstat­
ed, but nevertheless evident from 
the recent manoeuvres of the 
Pr ime Minister. 

Simply put, Mr. Diefenbaker's 
intentions seem directed to an ex­
ertion of a 'Canadian inde­
pendence," -- independence to ex­
ert its own will in foreign policy, 
to create a sphere in which it can 
present itself as the leader of the 
'non-allied" nations. This foreign 
policy is at one and the same time 
anti-American, and directed to­
ward the "non-allied". 

Several years ago, at a Pr ime 
Ministers' Conference, Canada 
was the only white" member of 
the Commonwealth to favour the 
expulsion of South Africa. The 
non-white countries, for the most 
part 'non-allied", backed this 
stand, and South Africa was re­
moved. 

Just this past week, the Cana­
dian response, or lack of response 
to the announcement of an Amer­
ican blockade of Cuba, placed 
Canada in the camp of the non-
allied. Although committed to the 
Western camp in the cold war, 
through N.A.T.O., Canada's react­
ion was akin to that of the neutral 
nations. Mr. Diefenbaker's pro­
posal of an eight country com­
mission from the non-allied nat­
ions to look into the situation in 
Cuba, seemed packed with 'nice­
t ies" for the tables of Africa and 
Asia. In following the middle of 
the road policy of Mr. Nerhu, let 
us hope that a Red China does not 
t r a m p on our toes. . . 

The Canadian Government 's re­
action to Mr. Kennedy's announce­
ment has another aspect relative 
to foreign relations. In asserting 
that Canada neither 'agrees nor 
disagrees" with the American act­
ion, the government seems to be 
demonstrating something akin to 
what Par l i ament did in 1939 - call 
a war a day later than Great 
Britain, just to show we are in­
dependent. What Mr. Diefenbaker 
is saying is: let 's not declare a 
stand on Cuba, because then we 
will be showing our independence 
of "Big Uncle Sam." 

This aspect of Anti-Americanism 
is also evident in the Pr ime Min­
ister 's repeated refusal to discus 
Canadian participation in the Or­
ganization of American States. Mr. 
Diefenbaker is working under the 
illusion that the U.S. controls the 
O.A.S., and that for Canada it is 
a "hot potato." 

In all this, Mr. Diefenbaker is 
overlooking more than Canadian 
opinion, he is compromising Can­
ada 's position with the United 
States, to whom we, in the final 
analysis, are indebted for our 
freedom. For the sake of a grand­
iose plan, Mr. Diefenbaker is lead­
ing us into the camp of non-alli­
ance,where the woods can't be 
seen for the t rees . . . 

I 
One of the most controversial 

issues before the public is t h e 
fight for legalized abortion. With 
the sensationalism of the Fink-
bine case in Phoenix, Arizona, 
this past summer, the question 
again became heatedly debated. 
In view of the morality of t h e 
situation most religious demonina-
tions feel it their duty to offer 
some guidance. Very few sects 
have the courage to forbid it out­
right, others are unable to be­
cause of their creeds. Thus the 
question falls in that nebulous 
category of personal decision. For 
Catholics the question hardly ex­
ists at all—abortion is forbidden. 
Unless one has ever felt the 
weight of such a tremendous de­
cision on his shoulders, one can 
hardly experience the release-the 
freedom-of having the situation 
already resolved. 

But does the Catholic Church 
presume by this to eradicate in­
dividual freedom, to stick to an 
opinion which most of the world 
feels is outdated and inhuman? 
If one could imagine the anguish 
that Mrs. Finkbine supposedly 
went through before she made 
her decision, perhaps the most in­
human action was to allow a per­
son with limited access to truth 
and conception of values to make 
any decision. 

The resolution of the abortion 
question, like the resolution of 
many other crucial issues, lies 
in the end, or the highest goal, 
which one has in mind. T h e 
Catholic Church as the custodian 
of Truth has defined the goal for 
all men, clearly, concisely, and 
logically. And it is in view of 
this that she is obliged to de­
nounce abortion. 

In an interview given to L i f e 
Magazine, Mrs. Finkbine express­
ed the idea that she realized the 
preciousness of life, and yet she 
asked if being unable to dress 
oneself, to dance, to run, to have 
a "good t ime" , was life. If these 
are the final goals of life, if pop­
ularity, or ability to dance or 
dress is the final end of man, then 
of course Mrs. Finkbine was jus­
tified in taking the life of a child 
who would not be able to do these 
things. Perhaps this sounds pre-

ize 
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postrous, but if these are one's 
attitudes, one can hardly disagree 
with their implications. 

In its own way the same article 
tried to answer this question for 
people who do not have the phil­
osophical knowledge of t h e 
Church, but still retain s o m e 
vestige of human values. In their 
belief that pictures are w o r t h 
thousands of words, Life showed 
a little boy without a rms or legs 
smelling a flower held by h i s 
mother, who helped to provide1 the 
breakthrough in tracking down 
te drug; a baby laughing a n d 
playing with her sister, oblivious 
of l imbs; but most touching were 
the eyes of the parents whose1 

love surmounted all obstacles. 
And throughout all these pictures 
the same message in the words 
of Pope John XXIII, "Love al­
ways chooses life" reverberated. 

In view of this, the following 
article, written by a Polish bis­
hop gives a ra ther sentimental 
answer to the question. Medical­
ly speaking, which he never in­
tended, it may provide a clue to 
why many babies are born with 
ulcers. 

The following was written by a 
Polish bishop while the Commun­
ists were trying to get the Church 
to relax her laws on abortion. 

DIARY OF AN INFANT 
Oct. 5: 

Today my life began. My par­
ents do not know it yet. I 'm as 
small as the seed of an apple, but 
it is I already. And I 'm a girl. I 
shall have blonde hair and azure 
eyes. Just about everything is 
settled, even the fact that I shall 
love flowers. 
Oct. 19: 

I have grown a little, but I am 
still too small to do anything by 
myself. My mother does just 
about everything for me . A n d 
what is odd she doesn't even know 
she is carrying m e under h e r 
heart, and that she is helping me 
already, that she is feeding m e 
with her own blood. She is so 
good. Some people say that I am 
not a real person, but I am a 
real person, just as a small 
crumb of bread is bread. My 
mother is and so am I. 
Oct. 23: 

My mouth is beginning to open 
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One big, happy family 

? o w - JUSJ tWnk, in a year or so 
shall be laughing, and la ter 

'''• 1 know what my first 
word will be. . .Mama. 
O d . :>:>: 

Mj hearl began to beat today, 
From now on it shall beat all by 
itself for the rest of my life. But 
after a time it will tire, and I will 
die. 
Nov. :>: 

I 'm growing a bit every day, 
My arm.: and Legs are beginning 
i<> take shape. Bu1 it will be a 
long time before these arms gath-
( r flowers and these legs raise 
nn> to mommy's arms. 
Nov. 12: 

Tiny fingers arc beginning to 
form en my arms. Funny how 
small they are. I shall be able to 
Stroke my mommy's hair with 
them. And I shall take my mom­
my's hair to my mouth and she 
will probably say: "Oh, nasty!" 
Nov. 20: 

It wasn' t until today that the 
doctor told my mommy that I 
v/as living under her heart. Oh, 
how happy she must be! Are you 
happy, mommy? 
Nov. 25: 

My mom and dad are probably 
thinking of a name for me. But 
they don't even know that I'm a 
girl. They are probably saying 
Andy or J im, but I want to be 
called Ava. I 'm getting so big 
already. 
Dec. 10: 

My hair is growing. It is smooth 
and shining. I wonder what kind 
of hair mommy has? 
Dec. .24: 

I a m just about able to see. It 
is dark around me. When mommy 
brings m e into the world, it will 
be full of sunshine and flowers. I 
have never seen a flower, you 
know. But what I want more 
than anything is to see my mom, 
How do you look mom,? 
Dec. 28: 

I wonder if mom hears the 
whispering beat of my heart? 
Some children come into the world 
sick, and then the delicate hands 
of the doctor perform miracles 
and bring them back to health. 
But my heart is strong and 
healthy. It beats so easily . . . 
you'll have a healthy daughter, 
mom! 

Dec. 30: 

Today my mother killed me. 

The recent crisis precipitated by 
Dr. Castro 's concern for Cuban 
power, makes one think that Sir 
Bertrand Russell is as crazy as 
we think he is when he demands 
the abolition of nuclear weapons. 
Of course, to advocate the com­
plete d isarmament of nuclear wea­
pons, as some of our pacifists do, 
is folly. The results of such a pol­
icy would bring the death blow to 
our civilization. But, what the Cu­
ban situation does point out is the 
folly of permitt ing the enlarge­
ment of the 'Nuclear Club." 

Dr. Castro's stock-piling of 
weapons, for no other purpose but 
to threaten the H e m i s p h e r e , 
should bring home a message to 
those Canadians who advocate the 
acquisition of nuclear weapons. 
Only a short while ago, a regime 
that now threatens us was hail­
ed in Canada and the United 
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States as being the saviour of 
the Cuban people, the friend of 
the United States, the answer to 
the tyrannical regime of Batista. 

If Canada accepts these wea­
pons, what is going to stop other 
countries from asking for them? 
What argument will the U.S. use, 
for example, in refusing West 
Germany the same weapons? She, 
iust as much as Canada, is a 
member of N.A.T.O. There is no 
reason to believe that Germany 
would not use them to regain her 
Eas te rn Frontier , which she pas­
sionately desires. 

What, for example, would power 
hungry people like Nkrumah oi 
Ghana do with nuclear weapons? 
What would Israel do with them 
if she got into another fight with 
an Arab country? What would 
Sukarno do with them? What is 
Cuba threatening to do? 
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By DOUGLAS E . MacLEOD 

Before I begin this article, I 
would like to pass a brief com­
ment on the one written by Doug­
las E . MacLean. It was, in my 
estimation, well written and de­
serving of praise. It indicated that 
the author read a book called 
"The American Catholic Dilemna 
by Thomas F . O'dea, and that 
everything in his article c a m e 
from that source. It was, there­
fore, a flagrant violation of eti­
quette, on the part of Mr. Mac-
Lean, not to mention the original 
source or the author. I hope that 
in the future, he will demonstrate 
a little more humility and a little 
less plagiarism. 

Although I have heard the uni­
versity community called a fam­
ily, I have never really believed 
it for the simple reason that any 
similarity between the university 
and the family is purely coincid­
ental, and necessitates an arti­
ficial and forced similitude. 

We are all, it seems, brothers 
and sisters (a relationship which 
I don't think would appeal to any 
co-ed), and the president, or some 
one else in authority, is the h e a i 
of the family. Should we, there­
fore, act like a typical family 
(which would include coming late 
for meals , failing to rise promot-
ly when called in the morning, 
quarreling, borrowing m o n e y 
from Dad, and slamming doors)? 
The answer is definitely No. In 
comparing the university to the 
family, we must use some dis­
cretion and choose only those as­
pects of the family which are 
wholesome and which can be 
taken over and applied to a n y 
group. 

That the president represents 
the authority of Christ, helps 
greatly in this mat ter . We can 
then see in him the "father im­
age" and act as children would 
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that is, with respect and love. 
Since this is possible, can we 

not (with sincerity) say that the 
prison warden and his " inmates" 
constitute a family (an observa­
tion which I a m sure helps to 
alleviate the life sentence). T h e 
authority of the warden utimate-
ly comes from God, but then so 
does the authority of Kruschov. 

The comparison between the 
family and any institution requires 
that the idea of the family be ele­
vated to a metaphysical entity 
(which seems like a contradiction -
and it is) . Having done this, we 
may then say that the university, 
the monastery, the g r a m m a r 
school, and the penitentiary, a re 
all families belonging to one big 
family, the nation. 

We have only to think about this 
a moment to understand its pot­
ential harm. Can we not take 
away from the family some of its 
sacredness by artificially and 
forcefully applying its part icular 
values to every unit of society 
within reach and reason? 

I sometimes wonder if this art­
ificial application of values does 
not indicate some unrealistic attit 
udes. The desire to imitate a fam­
ily is, at second best, quite inade­
quate and can lead to confusion. 
If the university is not a family, 
then what is it? If we thus begin 
to label things as they are , the 
idea of what a family is might 
lead to more respect for it-a re­
spect urgently needed in our t imes 
when the school, the university, the 
health clinic, the community cen­
tre , and the local PTA try (always 
with the best intentions, of course) 
to usurp the traditional duties arid 
rights of the family. 

It is obvious to anyone today that 
the family is in the limelight chief­
ly because of the works of socio­
logists, psychologists and other ob­
servers of human na tu re a n d be ­
havior. It is perhaps even more 
obvious (and for tunate) , t ha t 
many a hardwork ing father and 
mother do not have t ime to 
read these ;if they did they 
would find out, with impressive de­

tail, what a really lousy job they 
are doing of raising their children. 
There are such things, you know, 
as t r aumat ic experiences, complex­
es of every description, sociological 
accommodations, conflict, peer 
groups, and distorted paren t 
images ; they (parents) could also 
worry about whether their children 
will grow up to hate them simply 
because their knowledge of com­
plex modern youth is so terribly 
inadequate . Parents have enough 
to worry about already, and an 
outl ine of how many things could 
real ly be guilty of does little to 
aid the harassed housewife or the 
b readwinner caught up in a ma­
chine age which threatens to 
smother his own sense of human 
dignity. , 

This does not mean that the 
s tudy of the family should be 
abandoned, but it does mean that 
its discoveries should be applied 
with char i ty and understanding, 
The saints of the twentieth cen­
tu ry are not all behind cloister 
walls, or encamped in the jungles 
of South America; the majority 
of them are surrounded by dirty 
dishes, howling babies and un­
paid bills. 

In this discussion as to whether 
the university is a family or not. 
I have only one last thing to ask: 
Where 's Mom? 

S. U. Meeting — 
— Continued From Page One " 
will be called. Should there be tw° 
unsuccessful attempts in obtaining 
a quorum, the business at hâ  
will be turned over to the Exec­
utive of the Students' Union who 
will then decide the issues. 

Meanwhile, the Executive has 

held five meetings for ihe P*' 
pose of deciding the budgets c> 
the various societies on camp1; 
and of reviewing the new cons*1' 
tution which will be placed before 

the students at the General Bod)' 
meet ing. 

The Students' Union Execute 
has also decided to donate a (r°', 
phy for the most improved pW 
on the Varsity Football t-fl* 
Trophies already exist for tlie 

Most Valuable Player Award W°j 
last year by Frank Garrity, f1^ 
the Most Valuable Lineman A*j 
ard captured by Don Desft^8 

last year . 
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