
a fool I see now, as I reminisce. Then, but a mere 

‘Ws clearing off, Joe,” said Jack, 

t of it  old boy! Come along, you’re getting too 

I . I. 
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ease, till %he door opened a d  released the music and - 
motion so apprqpriate. I was dumbfounded. A quick ghn  e 
to the rear gave me to realize that my exodus a t  that time 
was impssilhle. Anyway I had paid my Wit so, at least, I’d 
have a lo& around. 

/ 

I went in and, seemingly, made myself at home. How 
webl I can recall that night; charming figures dispersed 
among the rough and toug’h, $he gen*le and t%e gentlest and 
here and there the bashful. To this last group I easily adapt- 
ed myself, but not for long. The other boys, who had ’been 
doing quite well for themselves gaily approached me and my 
lean-to and M o r e  long I found that I was saturated with the 
‘whys’ and ‘hws’ of dancing. 

I stood in their midst, longing to be any place other 
tihan that, steadffast in my refusal “to make a fool of my- 
self.” My refusal was undermined and caved in when an 
attractive sixteemyeared, working on a tip from !my pals, 
Came up to me: ‘WouM you like to dance, Joe?” 

I looked at her, brushed aside ’beads ob sweat and 

“You’ll never learn younger.” 
‘‘I knonv,” I blurted, “but I’d rather make myself’ looik 

‘”Don’t ’be silly, Joe. Look at  the others, t h y  learned 

“Well - - - it - - - it - - - 0. K., I’ll try it, only Jet’s get 

. stammered, “But ‘I - - - ‘I - - - I can’t!’’ 

foolish some other time.” 

too. We all had our first. It’s not hard anyway.” 

out of sight of the others.” 

We walked d m  the side, s l d y  and calmly, discuss- 
ing anything ’but dancing. Ehtangled in ’her (IWie’s) his- 
tory, I follmed her feet as we danced in and aut among the 
seeminig ‘(pros’. It wasn’t too easy, but concentration on the 
basic steps produced favorable results. Susie cmplirnentetl 
me om my progress and we waliloed baok to the bystanders. 

“!May I have another crack at  it with you later on?” T 

Swie looked at me, “Sure, Joe, iI tihirdr you are going to 

‘‘Thank you,” 1 said, ‘‘thanks a lot.” 
Disappearing in the crowd, I felt muah at ease and 

suite interested, when ‘‘YOU did alright for an dld fellow, 
Joe,” said Dave as be put a dent in my spine. This made me 

asked. 

be a good dancer in no time.” 
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1 much more relaxed and I proceeded to p u f f  on a cig- 
e as other young fellows did the honors of escorting 
air damsels onto the dancing floor. The dance that fol- 
i was musing; bhey were ddng the m d o .  It was a 
&cat& trot, yet I was wi4ling to try if I $had %ie for a 

Mter a few more dances I mustem3 up enough <?our- 
roadh her again and this time I enjoyed the pro- 
more. "%e ;first part was a recount of my p m -  

experience, but the second part was the mumbo and, 
?gly enough, I was dbing the mw&o M o r e  too long. 

~ o w a s I r e c a l l s o a n e d  thethoughts which passed 
&b my mind as I lay-on $my 'bed that night thinking 
rt my first dame. lMmy of my dream have since k e n  
d. During the next few years I frequented the dance 
considerably and, having bekmme quite prM1cient in the 
ly art of dancing, I (began escorting m e  of the fairkr 
towoh amusements. Abbut the age of twenty-three I 
mdd Susie, quite 'by accident, and, due to a lingering 
n feeling toward her, made the nt?cessary arrangements 

as the girl of my dreams and !I was sufficiently 
to pursue my inclinations and after a few happy 

$ we Tarried. 

3!!ni@t, as I sit and recollect, ,Susie sits beside me and 
Toe is snoriqg in his cat at  o w  feet. Those 'were {happy 

we were doing the muardbo, [but these are h a p  
ers are doing the mtnnjbo and we are enjoying life 

me. 

her to the dance the following night. 

the [bonds of happy and holy Matrimony. 

--IcH1A;R'Lm !l?naE '55 

: &lime and the r id idom are often so nearly re- 
at lit is diffkdt to class them separatdy. One step 

&lime makes the rididom, and me step albove 
lsulnzs makes the SlAflime again.--Thomas Paine. 

bpe is a bigher law than %he ConBtitution.-W. H. 


