
fsIIE ROLE OF THE CA”H0LlC <;‘OII[ILEX;E IS’PUDENT 

We all member that passage ‘in the Gospels where 
tei& of the master who gave to one servant five tal- 
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~ I S ,  to another two talents a to another one. We clan 
a h  mll that the master coimunendd the fxm servants 
Who had acquired more talents over and above those which 
they had received. This passage may ‘be applied to the 
Catholic College students of today. 

When we came into this world, the min& of all of us 
were blank slates, “tabulae rasae‘”. E3ut each of US however, 
bad an intellectual capacity completely different from all 
other rational areaburas of God. To some God gave @he gift 
of a g o d  memory, to others the facility ob internretation, 
understanding, o r  slpeech. Some d our rational bre-tihren 
were endowed with the bare essentials of a rational nature, 
no; supplementary gifts or faciliities. Unfortunately, many of 
Our felldw men Who m e  into tihis woVld as “tabulae rasea” 
\rm’ain s u a  to this day. For it seemed good to tlheir Creator 
‘to deny lthm the , p m p  use d the essentials d a rational 
nature, intellection and volition. Although He gave tihem the 
)rational powers when He infused their i m m t a l  souls into 
.their material forms, He saw fiit in His Wisdom to deny 
them the ’proper use of sudh powers. More will be expected 
ofthose of us who havebeen pmtitted %e m e o f  OWT 
rational natune Wan d those to whom it is dRn5ed. More- 
over much more will be expected of those of us who have 
received the plenitude d our powers together with the 
gWts and facilities pertinent to %hmn ‘To whm much is 
given, much will ’be expected." 

1 Now let us clarify the paint ,and relate it to our tofic. 
& college students, we are a select group to whom the 
Ipllivilwe of himher education has been wanted. We have 
&e op&rtunity, denied to so m’any others,-of developing ow 
finteIlMua1 capacities t o  their fullest extent and ultimate 
w t i o n .  This wortuni ty  is not due us in justice and we 
have no righteous claim t o  it. It is only through tihe s a d -  
@ices of our parents, famill& and friends bhat we are in the 
advantageous but rqonsible position in wM& we find our- 
selves at  present. Advantageous, 1 say, because our college 
ducation is, as it wmei a mnaister key to the doors of thous- 
ands of careers, many d ullhiuh sat%@ om quest of the 
career in which we wish to spend our lives. Shch a valuable 
keyhas been denied to many and grantekl t o  but few. 
Among the mulWude denied -tihis key, ‘many of us number 
our o m  parents, relative and friends. Thk fa& &odd en- 
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able us to arpprwiate all the more Idxis great privilegee&&,- 
ed to us. 

But as with every privilege, so with this privfikge, there 
is li!kew.k attached to it a corresponding reqmnsibility, and 
a serious m e  a t  that. Although all man are essentially and 
!intrinsically equd, each is cWfemntiatM by accidental char- 
acteristics as intellectual capacity, ibrWan;ce, understand- 
ing, memory and fluency of @peech. lkw, mme men are in- 
tel‘leetually mpedior and others inferior, and every superior 
’is entrusted with a certain responsibility to ‘rlLiimt and pro- 
t& in!feriors. Sb i t  is that the intelleotud swperior, the col- 
lege $tuglent, is ;bound to drect he average person, not in the 
same e n s e  ‘that the college student is to tell the average 
no tewe l l  educateki p m n  wlhat to do, but m h  direction 
should be in bhe fom d goad example. The educated must 
lead the way to tnlbh and gtyodness, for ‘by their ~nteUe&uual 
fin- they are better adapted to comprehend truth and 
goodness. The non-educated and t h e  d merely primary 
education lmk to the higher erduicated for leadership and 
enlightenment, and it is the !duty d the educated to pmWe 
these servics. 

Thus far we have been dealing with any college student. 
Now let 91s qe&y and rests our d i d o n  to that whidh 
concerns us more and which is more p e r t i n e n k  to our sit- 
uation. The role of the Oathoic Coll@ge student is all that 
we have already laid down, and evm more. The omanding 
&wacteristic ioif the Catholic collage sttldent in cmtrast to 
the college student educated in a nonsectarian mllege is 
that ibesides acquiring a strong foundation in reliigion and 
morals whidh %he secular-educated are denied, all &her 
knowledge whi& of itself has no ;direct relation to, o r  ’bear- 
ing on religim, is treated and amepted {by the Catholic col- 
lege student in tihe light d religion and morals. M g i o n  
and morality are the illuminating pdnoiples of all other 
knowledge, experimental and speculative. The non-sectar- 
ian collegian received practically the m e  information, but 
receives it from a different paint of view and with m e r e n t  
purposes in mind. T h e  fomer has as the end of hTs lhm- 
ledge, the pe~omance d operations whioh will obtain for 
him mterial  success in life, for tlhis is for ’him the puqmse 
of life. The Catholic Collegian, b m v e r ,  has as the end orf 
his knowledge, operations which will lead him and as many 
others as possible to God, to virtue in this life and to eternal 
hawines in the next. For him the sole purpose in life, as 
he learn& in his  earliest days of formal education f r m  his 
cate&ism, is “to know, love and serve Cod in %his We and 
to be happy with hiim in heaven.” 
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For bhe Catholic collegian, life is only the antechamber 
to eternity and must always be considered as SiUIclh, not as 
the h e r  itself. Because d the strong foundation which 
w r t s  the intellectual edifice of the Catholic collegian, he 
has a tremendous advantage not on!ly over bhe noneducatad, 
but also over the secular-educated. He (has la much deeps 
insight into life and things of the world than daes the latter. 
m i l e  the secular-educated see all in terms af time and bhe 
finite, the Catholic collegian sees and applies all to eternity 
and the infinite. The former lives and learns for t d a y  and 
for IhimMf; the latter for tumorrm and for all. Because of 
the advantages with whidh he is gifted, the Catholic college 
student is better adaated to carry out the d d e s  which cor- 
respond to the privilege of education. He holds t‘nerefare an 
even greater responsibility than does the non-Catholic col- 
legian. The Catholic college student must provide leader- 
ship toward a goal far beyond the material and finite. IEe is 
to enlighten and guide not only the minds anti intdleelusl 
capacities of his ‘fellow men, ‘but their souls and spiritual 
caoacities as well. He will lead them not only to material 
and intellectual fruition, but to spiritual and divine fruition. 
His conquest will end not in time but in eternity. 

The Catholic college student has \been endorwed with 
gifts which he rnwt not pass over lightly. He has been 
given these talents by ’his !Master and Creator, not to bury 
in the ,ground of obswrity, negligence or lethargy, but to 
develop to their fullest extent and to miploy them for the 
best interests of his f e h w  men and for the greater glory of 
God. 

From Catholic collegiate ranks should come Catholic 
leaders. Our colleges should provide not only the greater 
part of our clergy but should provide the cream of our laity. I 

Between the two, Christ’s doctrine must be tough and his 
prindples applied t~ all. It is to the Catholic college men that 
God gave the privilege d such an ducation, and not only 
the @vilege )but its corresponding abligations and dutiAs as 
well. The obligations undertaken ’by the educated elete of 
%he Churdh are indeed serious. There is a great intellectual 
need in the world today, and a corresponding iaiuty en %e 
part of o w  Catholic College students to fill bhis A. The 
theorists, philosophers and educators af our day, are in a 
transitGona1 period the end of which s e a s  to bea t  least 
materialism if not atheism. The trend of tho,ught t d a y  is a 
turning away from IGod, if not denial of ’His existence, and 
an  elnibracing of the material and pkasurdble. The easiest 
$hinit. for us is to sit {back and say “&hat can we do abmt it? 
We’lbl mind our own business and save our m n  isouls.” 
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Unectuoated p e m n  would perhaps be justified in adopting 
wah a policy, but the educated Catholic College gradqate 

, and students are definitely not. A s  is pointed out above, w? 
have received the gifts of intellectual develapmmt and par- 
fmtion, not merely for our own sake, but in order to lead 
others to truth. ??he rampant materialism of the world, is 
exeq3lified in its ahid prupagator, c m u p i s m ,  must be 
thwarted on its m lwel. We cannot meet the intellectual 
wi th  material $om, \but only with intellectual farce. And 
that intellectual force is embodied in the Catholic College 
students and graduates. 

Our Catholic College men, in general, are not only 
fading to cope witb %,.is' intellectual deficiency, but are even 
faMng to fulifill the least whidh is expected and rightly so> 
f m  thm, leadeWp in parish activities. Our educated 
men need a stimulzrs. Zt s e w  froan history that the k t  
stilmulus for such inmtia and inactivity is a proxipate 
threat to their faith. The Church has always ibeerl. nourished 
in the !blood of martyrs. Eht sudh should not be {nec-ary 
today, for surely truth can be a6tained at a less costly price. 
That [price cwld be and should 'be the Apxtdate of Truth, 
composed of ddca te t  laity and led by &he Catholic jntelli- 
gentia, the Catholic College Graduate. This Apostolate must 
be established, and so will (be only when we, the Catholic 
College students and graduates, (realize that the education 
granted to ,us has not been altogether gratuitolus, ]but car- 
ries with it th is Correspondhg highly responsible abligation. 
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