4 ST. DUNSTAN’S RED AND WHITE

DEMOCRACY AND EDUCATION
AND WHAT IS IMPLIED

“Either God is or He is not. If He is, then our faith
must be in line with all that we know of Him and IHis
saving way. If He s not, then we are of all people the
most stupid in striving to maintain a Christian ethic with-
out the reality of a faith to support our claim ” (“Vital
Ground for Democracy.” Current Affairs for the
Canadian Forces. April 15, 1955. p. 28.) For to a marked
degree Western civilization is perm with the deter-
minative beliefs of Christianity—historic truths about
God, and man which have shaped the past, minister to
the present, and designate the future. “Indeed, Ch
janity and Hellenism are the spiritual bases of our ci
ation.” (Ibid—p 25) Greek thought and Christianity
created the soul of Western civilization, formed its mind,
and are the vitamins of its life-blood. ~ In history and in
Christian  thought the two are linked indissolubly.
Chuistianity surviving from the downfall of the ancient
world salved and adapted Roman organization and Greek
thought, and incorporated both in the new house that it
built for Western _civilization.” (Sir Richard Livingstone.
Education for a World Adrift p. 97.

Now the hallmark and boast of Western dvilization
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with his verbal artistry, has shrewdly defined it as “the
worst form of government except all those other forms
which have been tiied from time to time.” In more ser-
ious and specific terms, Maritain calls it, “The flowering
in political life of the Christian dignity of man.” John
D. Redden considers it, ““Christian charity which has come
to bud and blossom in political life and in social life.” Re-
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founded on belief in God, and operates according to Christ-
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under the Fatherhood of God. We realize that man and
God cannot sit upon the same throne at the same time—
one or the other must be subordinate. We know that man
can walk the earth as man only when he walks hand in

hand with God.

“O Soul of Love, immortal and divine,
Mine is the power to curse Thee or to bless.
The glory of this earthly hour is Thine

Or else betrayal and forgetfulness.”

John Oxenham.

Man’s foolish attempt to become the centre of ex-
istence results in God being pushed to the circumference
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the human presumption that man can defy or ignore the
world above him because he is lord of the world about him
is largely responsible for the ills of our time. Surely by
now we ought to know that democracy must breathe the
spiritual air of eternal truth or die—man lives and learns
for cternity—and that ideologics boasting of the discard
of truth and righteousness have the seeds of their own
destruction planted within. These are perilous times: we
ate passing through a period of great confusion and even
of contlict: we must choose between faith in God’s order
and faith in the disorder of the godless. Fortunately,
“The Faith is an anvil which has worn out many hammers.”
(Lord Tweedsmuir.) Upon our success in educating young
people to make the correct choice depend infinite values.
The stakes are eternal.
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It is a tremendous task. For its success, knowledge is
jmportant—"‘your eyes shall be opened and ye shall be as
gods knowing good and evil.,” But still “more important

than knowledge is the power fo use it; but most important
of all is what a man believes what he thinks good and bad,
whether he has clear standards and values, and is prepared
to live by them. .. As Plato said, the noblest of all studies
is the study of what man should be and how he_should live.
It is also the most important of all studi o we give it
enough attention?” (Sir Richard Livingstone. Education
for a World Adrift, p. XI.) Education, whither goest thou?

Long ago Plato defined education as “that which gives
to the body and soul all the perfection of which they are
capable.” ~ That from a paganl And Mohammed is
credited with,“He who honestly instructs, reverences God.”
Now, after twenty centuries of enlightenment and progress,
“What we call education,” in the words of Walter Lipp-
mann,“Is really an educational void. The real reason is
that e reject the religious and dassical heritage. . » We
have abolished the old curriculum because we are afraid
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society the severe discipline and the deep, disconcerting
issues of the nature of the universe and of man’s place in
it and of his destiny. . . By separating education from the
classical-religious tradition the school cannot {rain the
pupil to look upon himself as an inviolable person because
Fetsmadsin the image of Godit These verys words, though
they are the noblest in our language, now sound archaic. . .
The teacher has no subject matter that even pretends to
deal with the elementary and universal issues of human
destiny. . . Thus there is a cultural vacuum, for the more
men have become separated from the spirtual heritage
which binds them together, the more has education be-
come egoist, careerist, specialist and asocial.” (““Address
to the American Association for the Advancement of
Science.” The American Scholar.) We have established
a system of education in which we insist that while every-
one must be educated, there is nothing in particular that
an educated man should know. There is little agreement
on what should be taught, how it should be taught, or why
it should be taught, or if there is any good reason for teach-
ingit. There is rather general agreement that in some way
education must be for democracy, to preserve its ideals or
values. Arnold Toynbee measured our success in ful-
filling this trust when he declared that in our technology
the West has created a material society with a spiritual
vacuum which must be again filled or such a society. found-
ed on the values of the spirit, will collapse. God must be
restored to socicty before society can be restored to God.

Four attitudes or values must be brought back to
education if democracy is to survive: the consciousness of
a framework of life under God (““ . . .one nation, under
God. . . ), the sense of the Christian dignity of the in-
dividual, a healthy attitude towards work and nature, and
a sense of community. We teachers hold within our hands
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potent than those of any hydrogen bomb. We must har-
ness these energies for the good life under God. Our future
lies not in our stars but in ourselves.

The consci of a fr k of life under
God—In the school the child must be brought {o re-
cognize that there is law and order outside himself to which
be is responsible—the moral Iaw, that the highest good. of
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this moral law. The child is not free to do as he pleases in
school: there is authority which he should be taught to re-
spect. There will be discipline too, for he sometimes has
to be required o do the things he doesn’t ike. Such train-
ing will develop self-discipline without which democracy
so_disintegrates that the external discipline of dictator-
ship swiftly ensues. The knowledge of our cultural herit-
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age, of Western Christian Civilization, is important; the
history of the past and the wisdom that can be learned
through it has its place, too, in education.

The sense of the Christian dignity of the in-
dividual—Man’s dignity flows from his creation by God
to His own image and likenessithis dignity is his by his
very nature, His rights flow from that nature and it is
the recognition of this fact and the consciousness of his
dignity as a person which is the greatest safeguard for the
democratic way of life. This dignity of the mdividual as
a person is being (hreatened from all sides: industty re-
gards him as a cog in the wheel or, at best, as a mere hand;
entertainment, as a passive receptionist. Al forces con-
verge towards the creation of the standardized mind.
Through education everything possible must be done to
develop a_thinking, responsible individual, capable not
only of independent thought but of evaluating the various
forms of mass media in which he lives. The student must
be taught to know and weigh the meaning of words, other-
wise he will be a fit subject for propaganda. Variations
in class assignments, different clubs, dramatics, and dis-
cussion develop initiative and responsibility. = But the
dignity of others must be inculcated too; hence, social-
ized methods must be used, and parliamentary procedure
and_ discussion methods taught since they will give the
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A healthy attitude towards work and nature—
Work was once the means by which man expressed him-
self. Naturally, he should be as proud of the fruit of good
hands as of the fruit of a good heart. There is failure to
recognize that manual labour does not degrade man, but
that the dignity of any work depends on the attitude of
the man who works. Youth should be given a love for
nature and an appreciation of the whole enrichment of
life in the beauties of nature.

A sense of community—Democracy is built not
only on the respect for individual dignity but also on social
cooperation and a realization of a togetherness in the com-
munity and in society in general. Individuals today are
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an we have only one kind of “comrades”?

Communism_with its dynamic drive, and dedicated
dynamos is making vast and insidious inroads among us
as we sit with softened and softening convictions in the
misty twilight of our complacency amidst the lush and
Jistless material prosperity that confuses a standard of
living with a standard of life. Our greatest foe is not the
threat of Communism without but the thralldom of mater-
ialism within.

“Ill fares the land, o hastening ills a prey,
Where wealth accumulates and men decay.”

Oliver Goldsmith.

Can Democracy (which is a concept of the mind) sur-
vive this age of concern with material things? Han Suyin,
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saw materialism shriv velling the life and spirit of the West.
“Everyone wanted secursty, sccurity no longer a word but
a duty, a life-demanding go For this strange end men
p[al‘mcr‘ with single-] L passion, pensions and re-
tirement—at 20 dreaming of 65; in youth aspiring to safe
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(A Many Splendoured Thing. p. 254.) After such an
observation, shall we fail to teach our young people that
true happiness consists not in having more but in desiring
ess? To warn them that, “Things are in the saddle and
ride mankind.”?

May T. S. Eliot’s epitaph on our comfortable suburbs
awalken us fo the timelessness of reality:

“A cry from the North, from the West and from the South:
Whence thousands travel daily to the timekept City
Where My Word is unspoken.

In the land of lobelias and tennis flannels

The rabbit shall burrow and the thorn revisit,

The nettle shall flourish on the gravel court,

And the wind will say: “Here were decent godless people:
Their only monument the asphalt road

And a thousand lost golf balls.”

But I shall not end on a note of despair for we know
that the genuis of Western civilization is summed up in
ante’s lines:

“Think on the sced ye spring from! Ye were made
Not to live life of brute beasts of the field,
But follow virtue and knowledge un-afraid.”

Inferno. XXVI. 118,

We know, yes, and we are determined that with God’s
help our young people will know, too, so

“Forsake us not, O Lord.”

—SISTER ST. LAURENCE MARIE

FROM A GIRL’'S POINT OF VIEW

There are a few problems of etiquette, which, from a
gitl’s point of view, are deserving of special mention.

When you phone a girl to ask her for a date, Boys,
why spend ten minutes talking about the weather? Re-
member, we girls are traditionally curious, and all the time
you are making such witty comments on the weather, we
are wondering why you've called, Why keep us in sus-
pense? And by the way, the person who telephones is the
one who should end the conversation.

Do you smoke? Well, if you do, don’t forget to offer
cigarettes to everybody in your group at a party or in the
restaurant, even though you know they don’t smoke. It
is not necessary, though, For you to insist that they accept
your cigarettes, for after all, any adult knows what he or
she wants and will enjoy. And if you do smoke, take care
not to blow the smoke into non-smokers’ faces, unless
you're really up on your artificial respiration. If they en-
Joyed smoke so much, they would certainly not get it sec-
ond-hand!

There are times when a boy should lead the way, and
there are other times when a girl precedes. Now when a
couple goes to the Capitol on permission night, the usher
leads the way down the aisle. He is followed by the girl,
while the boy brings up the rear. But suppose that, as is
usually the case, there is no usher at the Cap? Then it is
your turn, Boys, to lead the way and find the seats. Don’t
let your date go stumbling ahead through the darkness in
her high heels, cspecially i, like many girls, she has left
her glasses in her pocket. She might end up with someone
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restaurants: unless there is an usher, boys always lead the
way. But beware of faking such manly strides that your
lady friend must sprint to keep up with you. There is one
slight exception to the rule. . . on the stairs, the boys are
the first up, and the last down.




