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Editorial 
DEMOCRACY and GOVERNMENT 

"Democracy is only that state of politically organ­
ized mankind in which the rule of the few is least ar­
bitrary and most responsible, least drastic and most 
considerate." — Giddings. 

The old political doctrine of laissez-faire which 
states that the best government is that government 
which governs least is a doctrine to which students of 
St. Dunstan's have long adhered. It is generally accept­
ed that the Student government should provide enter­
tainment, and social outings for the students; thus it 
has, fulfilled its mandate. Of course, if the Union does 
not meet at least once every two weeks, then some ob-
sesvant student will, with tongue in cheek, accuse it 
of listlessness. The accusation will not be made on the 
grounds of inefficiency in government (as long as the 
entertainment is forth-coming), but because it has not 
met as a debating society for an extended period of 
two weeks. 

Is the Students' Union only a debating society in 
which only financial matters are of any importance? 
The students' union is a representative body which 
conducts business that the students have not deigned 
to do themselves. The students themselves make the 
government what it is, and the government functions 
only as well as the students see fit to have it function. 
The government has a duty to the students, and this 
duty, though partially economical (which most stu­
dents, hold as the only duty) should not be all that is 
expected from the ruling body. All functions of ad­
ministration, organization, and leadership should be 
of equal importance to the students. These duties and 
others fall upon the union, and each student has the 
responsibility of keeping a diligent vigil to see that 
they are performed. The government at St. Dunstan's 
carries out only those functions which, are dictated by 
the students. The union acts only as an agency, and 
formulates policy when this is in the best interest of 
students. 

During recent years there has been a great deal 
of talk about constitutional reform. Last year, due to 
the conscientious efforts of the union executive, en­
ough students were assembled for a general meeting 
to pass a new constitution. This document was passed 
with little discussion, as many students had not read 
it, though copies were available for all. The clause in 
the constitution dealing with quorums stated that : 
"The quorum should consist of fifty per cent of the 
student body"; this was subsequently changed to read 
"The quorum shall consist of forty per cent of the 
student body." Thus with the passage of this constitu­
tion, at general meetings called thereafter more than 
sixty per cent of the students absented themselves. 
It was even impossible to hold a legal meeting to fur­
ther amend the quorum article. 

This is only one example of student apathy. This 
apathy leads to only one conclusion; the Union is re­
stricted to passing only such measures as are required 
to carry on the necessary functions. Thus our greatest 
heritage, democracy in the true sense of the word, is 
destroyed. The full function of government falls upon 
the nine members of the Union's Council. 

It has been pointed out that democratic govern­
ment is government of the people and for the people, 
but the government is only so much, and the students 
must do the major part. When the students are inter­
ested, the government will be energetic and strong, 
because the students are the government, and the 
whole is only as strong as its integral parts. 

Letters to the Editor 
Opinions expressed in this column are not neces­

sarily the opinions of the editor and staff. Whether 
we agree or disagree they will be published neverthe­
less, subject to necessary editing or consideration. 

S T U D E N T PUBLICATION? 
Dear Sir: 

The publishing of the first 
edition of Red and White for 
1962-63, br ings to mind the 
perennial question of an aspect 
of the controversial topic of 
Student - Facul ty relat ions, 
namely t h a t of freedom of the 
press. 

I t is a well-known fact t ha t 
last year , art icles were re ­
str icted from our paper for 
w h a t in my opinion were un­
founded reasons. Students , as 
a result , are now afraid to 
wri te art icles for fear t ha t seri­
ous repercusions will befall 
them. Our newspaper should be 
a tool for the freely expressed 
opinions of the s tudents of this 
Universi ty . 

Only by making the Facul ty 
aware of our problems can we 
hope to resolve them. Are we to 
believe t h a t the very men who 
teach us the principles of de­
mocracy and who str ive to 
make us aware of the inhuman­
ity of communism, would tu rn 
around and dictatorial ly take 
action upon a s tudent , simply 
because he doesn' t ag ree with 
all aspects of Univers i ty pol­
icy? Personally, I can ' t be led 
to believe such an absurd s ta te ­
ment . If i t is so, we may as 
well call our paper a Facul ty 
Publication of St. Duns tan ' s 
Univers i ty and forget the 
whole th ing. 

Ken McCaffery '65 

W H E R E S.U. 
W H E R E A R E YOU? 
Mr. Edi tor : 

I t seems to me tha t s tudent 
interest has fallen to an unsur­
passed low. 

The freshmen arr ived a t S.D. 
U. before the res t of us in 
order to be registered, accom­
modated, and acquainted. Most 
universit ies follow this pro­
cedure, r ight ly so, for these 
young college s tudents are be­
ginning a new phase in their 
life; i t is impor tan t t h a t they 
"ge t off on the r igh t foot." I t 
is the duty of the s tudent union 
to make these new members 
feel welcome. 

The whole t r agedy is not 
iust t ha t the s tudent union has 
"alien on its face in this their 
•esponsibility but t ha t no one 

^eems to care too much. An-
~>ther example of the s tudent 
apa thy is the lack of concern 
over the fact t h a t the Pres i ­
dent and the Secre tary are liv­
ing off campus- Do you th ink 
they can do a good job from 
town? 

The s tudents union is no bet-
Ler than you make it. The ex­
ecutive m u s t exhibit leadership 
ingenuity and ambition, the 
s tudents themselves mus t sup­
port , not a lways by agreement 
but a lways with aggressive­
ness. 

A Senior 
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Your Newspaper 
So much space and t ime 

has been devoted in this issue 
to welcoming both the old and 
new faces on campus t h a t it 
would be redudant for us to 
rpea t the same th ing here ; bu t 
for those who a re now reading 
RED AND W H I T E for the 
first t ime, there are jus t a 
few words of introduction we 
would like to make. 

RED AND W H I T E IS , and 
will remain (as long as you 
wish i t ) , the official publication 
of the s tudents of th is Uni­
versi ty, so it is ent irely up to 
the s tudents themselves to sup­
port and re ta in this publica­

tion. This paper is not (as^ 
rumored last year) censor 
by the Facul ty; the respo^ 
bility of printing non-libel^ 
and non-licentious articles rê  
ent i rely within the hands j 
the s tudents , so it is up to ŷ  
to make the best use of ^ 
privilege-

They say tha t construct̂  
criticism is the life-blood tj 
democracy. If this is so, t^ 
the best medium through whit| 
you can fight for your de% 
crat ic r igh ts is the columns 4 
this paper . This is what *, 
shall be looking forward (, 
this year , so we hope y0l 

^will not disappoint us. 

Letters To The Editor Continued 

"A MISUNDERSTANDING" 

IS T H E Y OR IS T H E Y A I N ' T ? 
Dear Edi tor : 

I'll come r igh t to the point. 
Ts there a S tudents ' Union? 
Having been on campus for 
two years already, I know tha t 
we had one but I've heard noth­
ing of the Student ' s Union, 
this year . If I, a humble Junior, 
know so l i t t le about, the ac-
ties of the S tudents ' Union, 
which seems to be s tagna ted , 
wha t about our la rge class of 
F reshmen who have been on 
campus for only a few weeks? 
I doubt t h a t the F re shman 
class is even associated with 
the S tudents ' Union executive 
let alone with the responsibili­
t ies of the S tudents ' Union to 

The F renchman class has 
not even been introduced to the 
different societies on campus. 
I?m sure many Freshmen would 
gladly volunteer the i r services 
to different committees and 
groups if they only knew of 
thei r existence. 

I feel t h a t it is about t ime to 
call a general meet ing and get 
th ings going for the year . A 
member of the executive said 
i t might be several weeks be­
fore a s tudent body meet ing 
would be called. If they wait 
t h a t long, we may all forget 
t h a t there is even such an or­
ganizat ion as the S tudents ' 
Union. 

I wr i te th is in good will and 
I feel t h a t this is an import­
an t m a t t e r and should be 
remedied immediately. 

Sincerely yours, 
D. M. Morris 

W. U. S. C. TREASURE 
VAN IS COMING 
CARLETON SETS FIRST 
TREASURE VAN 
SALE RECORD 

WUSC officials a re hoping 
t h a t Carleton Univers i ty has 
set t he Treasure Van off on 
the road to riches. 

A r e c o r d - b r e a k i n g $4,719 
was collected the re las t week 
dur ing the f i r s t sale of the 
year . Las t year , the sale a-
mounted to $3,973. On t he 
first day more than $1,300 was 
grossed on t h e sale of in­
cense, wood carvings , knives, 
b lankets , fer t i l i ty i m a g e s , 
black magic drums, sacrificial 
swords and t h e more t han one 
thousand other i tems. 

Las t year , T reasure Van 
took in be t t e r t h a n $80,000 
from the 35 campus sales 
which were held. The top ven­
dor-campus was t h e Univer­
sity of Alber ta a t Edmonton, 
wher.e close to $8,500 was col­
lected. This was more t han 

$2,500 over second place Mc-
Gill Universi ty . 

The second Treasure Van 
opened i ts doors a t Sher-
brooke, Univers i ty October 1, 
and the th i rd Van will be 
hawking i ts wares commenc­
ing October 10. Th.e l a t t e r 
tours Wes te rn Canada, while 
t he former visi ts the At lant ic 
region. 

Almost every campus in 
Canada will be visited by the 
World Univers i ty S e r v i c e 
money-raisers on wheels be­
fore Chr is tmas . 

Dear Mr. Edi tor , 

To begin wi th , t h e Chinese 
S tudents ' Associat ion (C.S.A.) 
humbly and sincerely wishes to 
thank t he faculty, as well as 
i ts fellow s tudents and all Is ­
landers for the i r fr iendship 
and care shown to i ts members 
dur ing the pas t six yea r s . In 
fact, St. Duns tan ' s has been a 
"second home" to all i ts mem­
bers, who a re now ten thousand 
miles from the i r na t ive land. 

In the f i rs t two meet ings of 
the association of th is y e a r 
some members complained of 
some unfor tuna te c i rcumstan­
ces t h a t arose as a r esu l t of 
the four new Chinese gir ls not 
being accepted in residence in 
Marian College. There could be 
a misunders tanding in th,e 
above incident. Therefore , 
based on t he following a r g u ­
ments , the C.S.A. hereby 
pleads the Univers i ty au thor i ty 
for a reconsiderat ion of t he 
above mat t e r . 

F i r s t , the Chinese gir ls re ­
siding in Mar ian hav,e never 
been known as black sheep, bu t 
a re r a t h e r serious, hard-work­
ing and law-abiding s tuden ts . 
Hence, i t cannot be on t h e 
score of behavior t h a t fu r the r 
Chinese gir ls a r e not accepted. 

Secondly, cer ta in Chines,e 
gir ls before a r r iv ing a t St. 
Dunstan ' s were impressed t h a t 
residence was compulsory, by 
t he Residence Regulat ion a t ­
tached to the Univers i ty Cal­
endar. I t s ta tes t h u s : "S tuden t s 
whose homes are not in Char­
lottetown must reside a t St . 
Dunstan ' s unless they have 
been given special permission 
to do otherwise." In fact , one 
of the gir ls was clearly told in 
her le t te r of acceptance t h a t 
she was accepted as a res ident 
s tudent . Therefore, t he new 
girls have been misinformed. 

Thirdly, all t he Chinese g i r l s 
a t St. Duns tan ' s have com,e 
from a sub-tropical region 
where t empe ra tu r e seldom 
drops below 45 degrees F . 
agonizing b i t te rness to s t rugg le 
th rough winter . Therefore , cir­
cumstances seem to say t h a t i t 

is i nhuman as well as ungej. 
t l emanly to expect these girls 
to walk two miles to college ip 
sub-zero temperatures. If thejt 
pa ren t s in Hong Kong iyj 
been informed about the cli 
mat ic conditions and the diffi, 
cult ies in winter communis 
tion, t hey would certainly y 
send the i r daughters away 
wi thout assur ing an appro-
p r i a t e residence. 

Four th ly , it is a desperate 
b i t t e rness when a girl, having 
t ravel led ten thousand mile, 
finds the door closed against 
her . This is by no means 5 
p leasan t " f i rs t impression." Al 
though t h e Chinese student 
pay th,eir fees as they $ 
t h rough college, they realis 
t h a t t he i r fees are unable ti 
cope wi th the actual anion 
of expendi ture the Universitj 
is spending on them, and f« 
t h a t t hey are very gratjrfd 
But on the other hand, win 
an Is land Catholic makes i 
contr ibut ion in order to accept 
a foreign student, he means I 
educate a happy student, wi 
is go ing to improve the friend­
ly re la t ionship between that 
country and P.E.I., when tk 
s tuden t r e tu rns home. There­
fore, i t is aga ins t the wishes 0! 
the Is land benefactors if that 
foreign s tudent is given i 
impress ion of bitterness. 

St. Duns tan ' s has alwa| 
been a noble and friend; 
gua rd i an to all foreign stud 
ents . Therefore, the C.S.A 
wishes t h a t this incident ma; 
prove no th ing but a misundff 
s t and ing ; t h a t improvement 
m a y be made later; and tit 
k indness and Christian charity 
a re shown to its members,?: 
t h a t t hey all may bring hotf 
a h a p p y and loving memory. 

The C.S.A. is very much to 
pressed by the democrats 
sp i r i t shown on the campus. 1 
hopes t h a t it has not excsed̂  
i ts own r i gh t s in the above p 
posal. If i t has , it is ready*11 

apologize. 
The S.D.U.C.S.A. 

Ed i to r ' s Note : Due to a 1$ 
of space, some portions of if 
l e t t e r had to be deleted. 
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