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-Editorial- 

As the festive season once more approaches, our 
thoughts are turned to the Manger at Bethlehem, where 
the Son of God, in the most lowly circumstances, assumed 
the nature of His fallen creature. 

Christ born in a stable and laid in a manger? What a 
token of love, of mercy, of humility? How He under- 
stands the hearts of men? How He knows that there 
is no appeal that can soften the sin-hardened heart like 
that of a baby's smile, the symbol of trust and love and 
innocence? The Babe in the manger recalls the innocent 
past of our own lives, before the allurements of the world 
had spread their false lustre before our dazzled eyes. 
Christmas is essentially the season of hope. Just as on 
that first Christmas morn long ago the Christ Child 
brought hope into the world, while Angels sang the glad 
tidings of peace on earth to men of good will, SO to-day 

e are called upon to rejoice in the birth of the new1 
orn Saviour. Hope 611s our troubled hearts, our strengt i 
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is renewed, our courage returns, and life takes on a brigh- 
ter aspect. 

To the college student, Christmas brings reunion 
with parents and friends. He realizes, as perhaps never 
before, just what home means to him, and his love is 
enhanced by the separation. His college training has 
shown him how to keep the spirit of Christmas, so he 
will not spend it in reckless dissipation. 

How the old, familiar greet- 
ing, accompanied by the hearty hand shake, catches the 
tender spot in our hearts, awakening in us the truest 
Christian septiments of brotherhood and love. Christ- 
mas is old, yet ever new. Let us keep this Christmas 
with God. As we kneel, as did the Magi of old, to adore 
the Infant Saviour, let us learn, first of all, the lesson of 
humility, which is the fountain source of true virtue. 

A Merry Christmas? 

Your Talents and Your Vocation 
We are all familiar with the parable of the ta€ents; 

there is not one of us but sees therein the reflection of 
his own life. To the old man it  recalls the failures and 
triumphs of the past, to the youth it is prophetic of the 
future. No one is born into the world without some 
particular talent, some gift to hold in trust, for which a 
rigid account will be exacted when the Master calls for 
the final reckoning. The question which each one must 
answer for himself is: “What talents have been intrusted 
to me, and how am I to place them so that, like the faith- 
ful servants, I may reply to the Master’s demand, “Be- 
hold? I have gained thee more.” Young Man, what are 
your talents? Are they drawing interest, or have you, 
like the slothful servant, hid them in the earth? Your 
talent may be small, perhaps only the happy faculty of 
a kind word or a cheerful smile. But remember, you 
will not be asked: “How much have you done?’ but 
“How have you used the talents I gave you?’ If you 
ask the successful man the secret of his success, you may 
profit by his advice, but your talents are your own; they 
differ in kind and degree from those of every other in- 
dividual. You must, therefore, carve out your own way, 
and the responsibility of your success or failure rests 
upon your own shoulders, hence the importance of a 
careful choice of vocation. N9 set rules can be formu- 
lated. Each one must take into account his own cap- 
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