Pace Two

RIGHTS AND QUORUMS

At a recent meeting of an informal constitutional reformn
committee, composed of the “old and new” executives and
various society heads, the old problem of the %4 quorum was

resurrected.
E We received with feelings of relief the report that much
of the opposition to this plan has abated. Many have seen

throuwgh the fallacious argument that this 4 quorum would |

mean “the sale of their rights down the river.” The seeming |

truth of this argument is quite the opposite. The retention of
the 509% quorum combined with the present lethargical state
of student regard for general meetings would truly be a
“sale of rights”.

Article 6, Section 1, Subsection E of the Constitution pro-
vides that the Executive Council should decide an issue in the
event that two announced general meetings fail to achieve a
quorum. Hence, the isswe would fall into the hands of nine (9)
students with a vote in the Council -— true democracy???
(The vote would be of twenty, approximately, if the old system
of soeiety heads holding a vote is returned another sugges-
tion of this same committee and ourselves). If the quorum
is reduced to 25% (thereby making a General Meeting pos-
sible), then at least 110 students would decide the issue in-
stead of 8 (the president casts the deciding vote only).

Therefore, retaining the high 50% quorum* would truly
engender the so-called totalitarianism and “sale of rights”,

for eight (8) people would run the showboat instead of a crew |

of 110,

To the few that would apply this same argument to in-
validate the one-quarter quorum, we would counter: surely
there are 110 interested students on campus!

*(Comparatively, see “From The Canadian Campus.”)

IN RETROSPECT

Students’ Union elections are now over, and, very shortly,
the new Executive will take their rightful place. To the out-
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going Executive, most of whom will be graduating this year, |

we bid “Farewell” and say “Thank you” for a job well done;
to the incoming Executive, we salute “Welcome”, and wish
them “Good luck” for the coming year.

Reviewing the Council and its activities over the past
yvear, we notice that there is a lot more for which it is to be
commended than for which it can be eondemned. On one hand,
there was a favourable improvement in the old expression,
“College Spirit,” to which both the students and the faculty
alike contributed immeasurably, while, on another, much
greater scope for student-participation in extra-curricular
activities was given this year than in previous ones. The
Council spent a record budget, and, though this evoked great
controversy, yet the commendable results more than com-
pensated the monetary output.

Once again-‘in the field of sports, St. Dunstan’s squadrons
bore the Red and White banner with proud honours. The
Varsity hoopsters and the Football Jaycees brought home the
New Brunswick - P.E.I. crowns in their respective divisions,
while the Varsity “Saints” came within inches of winning the
Atlantic “B” Football Conference title. In inter-collegiate
hockey, the Saints fizzled out, but they almost made the
play-offs in the Island Senior Hockey League.

The Debating Society, upholding its traditional Maritime .

supremacy, again won the Abegweit trophy (this time out-
right), for a record six times in the past twelve years, and
went on to accredit itself admirably in the Dominion finals.
In the line of Dramatics, the combined Glee Club - Drama
~ Society presentation of CAROUSEL received overwhelming
applauds from Charlottetown to Souris, while two sophomores
took top honours in the Dominion Drama Festival for their
roles in BLOOD WEDDING. :

Though all the students did not participate in the van of
extra-curricular activities, yet the outstanding successes and
achievements of those who represented St. Dunstan’s are in-
deed a credit to all of us — the entire student body — as,
without our wholehearted support, success and renown would
have been unattainable. To all who earned repute for them-
selves and for S.D.U., Red and White extends its warmest con-
gratulations; to those who will no longer be with us, we of-
fer our best wishes for the future; and to those of us, who

will still be one of us, we look towards with confidence for

a brighter and livelier 62-63.
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