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Qh ST. DUNSTAN’S RED AND WHITE 

WHY NOT ARTS ? L 

We, the student engineers at St. Dunstan’s, often have been 
asked why we chose engineering.. Our first answer is that we be- 
lieve that is our vocation. Then we are asked, what about a general 
education? Why not take Arts first, or at least, delay specialization? 
Then we answer, money. Then, more often than not, the questioner 
draws the conclusion that we are materialists, cariqg for Pathing 
but “the root of all evil.” Not so, we have reasons behind our con- 
cern over money; besides it isn’t that bad anyway. 

First, let us consider the financial problem. Most of the student 
engineers receive financial aid from their parents. Tbis means that 
their parents, in many cases, must sacrifice to educate them.? Then 
when another member of the family enters college the burden bed 
comes almost insupportable. But in engineering a partly tmined 
technician can earn a relatively high wage for his summer w o k  

Or, let us suppose the student borrows much of the money nee  
essary for an Arts education. Then, the time element comes in 
strongest. Not only is the student later in obtaining his engheer’s 
degree, but he has also lost time in which to pay his debts.’ This 
time lost is of tremendous value. In this modern world, time is 
the most valuable element. 

Then again, just what would the engineer-to-be get in an arts 
education if he paid the price in time and money? He would not 
acquire very much direct knowledge, but rather, the ability to 
acquire such knowledge. He would learn how to read and how to 
think. But can’t he learn to think and read without an artsLeduca. 
tion? I think so. i 

This method of acquiring a liberal and technical training 
at the same time is not very involved. It can consist in acquiring a 
taste for good literature and taking an additional year at college. 
The reading of good books is, I believe, the essence of a liberal edu- 
cation. At least it is what Prof. Hutchins of Chicago University, a 
leading American authority on education, believes. As for correct 
reasoning, the extra year, which would add a B. Sc., would contain 
some training in logic. There is the ground work, the student has 
only to continue throughout his life. 

Now, what about the money? Engineering is a lucrative pro- 
fession. Money, like almost everything else, is only as good or bad 
as the man who uses or preverts its use. Money can aid culture. A 
good arts education should instil an appreciation for good liter- 
ature, music and painting or sculpture. Then certainly the man with 
money can improve himself through records, books and pictures. 



time enters the picture, time is money and money can 
Money can time to study. Or it can mean time 
lives of ones children or to work for worthy or@- 

out M Arts course. 

J. M. REDDIN, ’59. 

_THE “CHANGES” 


