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C.F.C.C.S. HOLDS RALLY 
THEME: ACADEMIC FREEDOM 

"Academic Freedom" was the theme of the rally sponsored 
last Sunday in the Alumni Gymnasium by the Canadian Fed­
eration of Catholic College Students. The rally was attended 
by hundreds of delegates, comprising Catholic teachers, nursing 
trainees, high school students, and lay apostoles from various 
parts of the province. 

Robert Quigley, president of the 
Students' Union, made the open­
ing remarks, and introduced the 
speakers who were to deliver 
talks on various aspects of free­
dom during the day. 

The first speaker was Rev. 
Richard Ellsworth, S.T.D., M.Sc, 
who spoke on Freedom in esperi-
mental biology. He was followed 
by Mr. Elmer Murphy, editor of 
the Summerside Journal, whose 
topic was 'Freedom of the 
Press". Mr. Edward Amassinab 
of Ghana, a student at the Coady 
Institute in Antigonish, N.S., con­
cluded the first session of talks 
with his speech on freedom of the 
individual. 

Following a short break, Rev. 

Freedom of 
the Press 

Mr. Elmer Murphy, editor of 
the Summerside Journal, gave a 
very comprehensive talk on free­
dom of the press. Freedom of the 
press, he said, is simply an ex­
tension of freedom of speech; it 
is not the conferring of a special 
privilege, nor should it be con­
fused with license. Freedom of the 
press means freedom to speak in 
print, and it is the primary mani­
festation of the things we all value 
as much as life itself. 

He went on to say that freedom 
of the press is inexorably bound 
up with that system of govern­
ment known as democracy; one 
cannot exist without the other. It 
is only with the guarantee of 
freedom of the press that democ­
racy can become complete and 
the people become really free. 
The strength of democracy can 
be determined by the freedom 
possssed by the press of that 
country. Wherever the press is 
free, as in North America and 
western Europe, democracy flour­
ishes. But elsewhere, the picture 
is spotty, as in Portugal a n d 
Spain. 

Mr. Murphy then outlined var­
ious definitions of freedom of the 
press. The Canons of Journalism 
define it as "the unquestionable 
right to discuss whatever is not 
explicitly forbidden by law, in­
cluding the wisdom of any re­
strictive statute." Fred S. Aug­
er, publisher of the Vancouver 
Province, called it "the right and 
responsibility to keep the public 
fully informed on public affairs, 
and the right to speak freely with­
out censorship, or without fear of 
persecution." The Chairman of 
the United Kingdom Press Coun­
cil stated in 1955 that freedom of 
the press means "the right to 

Owen C. Sharkey, Ph. D., and Dr. 
M. Burke, M.D., a well-known 
psychiatrist in Charlottetown, 
gave brief, but comprehensive 
talks on freedom of the mind. 
This was followed by a question 
period. 

In the eveing session, Rev. Fr. 
Doucette, C.Ss.R., spoke on free­
dom and the arts, and Dr. Mark 
MacGuigan, Ph.D., L.L.D., gave 
a very edifying lecture on free­
dom and the State. This talk con­
cluded the sessions for the rally. 
For the benefit of those who miss­
ed the rally, or wished to receive 
copies of the talks, summaries of 
most of them will be found on 
this page. 

Freedom in 
Experimental 

Biology 
The first aspect of Academic 

Freedom treated at the rally was 
"Freedom in Experimental Bi­
ology". Father Richard Ellsworth 
in this presentation pointed o u t 
that there is freedom in experi­
menting with living things; this 
freedom is reasonably limited by 
civil laws. Man is at liberty to 
experiment with all plants and 
lower animals in the interest of 
science, with the restriction that 
he must not be cruel; this ex­
perimentation, however, may be 
carried out on man only if his dig­
nity as an image of God is re­
spected, and his life and health 
are not unreasonably endangered. 
Having exemplified man's limita­
tion in experimenting, Father 
Ellsworth went on to clarify the 
meaning of "Academic Freedom", 
which is distinct from freedom in 
experimental biology. He defined 
academic freedom as man's free­
dom in teaching as long as he 
teaches the truth exclusive of his 
own opinions and beliefs. 

Martha McTiernan 

print books, newspapers, pamph­
lets, or any other printed matter 
without getting government per­
mission first." 

The speaker next went on to 
point out that Freedom of the 
press was achieved in Britain 
only after a fierce struggle and 
that it was only a little over one 
hundred years ago that it was 
obtained. In the United States, it 
was considered so important that 
it forms the subject matter of the 
first amendment to the Constitu­
tion, and states: "Congress shall 
pass no law abridging the free­
dom of the press." 

But he cautioned the audience 
as to the extent to which free­
dom of the press should go. Just 
as freedom of speech does n o t 
permit us to say whatever we 
like, so too, freedom of the press 
confines us within a certain scope. 
A publisher is bound by laws of 
libel, obscenities, and so on, not 
to publish untruths against any 
person, or to print vulgarities, ob­
scene literature, and articles of 
that nature. But not only is a pub­
lisher morally bound to observe 
state laws, he is also morally 
bound to perform other duties in 
accordance with the moral law. 
As Pope John XXIII, speaking to 
the Union of Italian Catholic Jur­
ists, said in 1959: "Freedom of 
the press must fit in with, and be 
controlled by, respect for divine 
laws, just as individual liberties 
must fit in with an observance of 
the requirements of positive pre­
scriptions." 

DR. MARK MacGUIGAN - Professor of Law at the Univer­
sity of Toronto Law School, chats with Fr. Alan MacDonald, 
National Chaplin of C.F.C.C.S. Dr. MacGuigan gave the 
final address at the C.F.C.C.S. rally held last week. 

Freedom and 
the Mind 

Rev. Owen Sharkey, Registrar 
and Dean of Studies at S.D.U., 
and Dr. Margaret Burke, a noted 
Charlottetown Psychiatrist, com­
bined to lecture on the topic: 
"Freedom and the Mind". 

After being introduced by Miss 
Noreen Cameron, Secretary of St. 
Dunstan's C.F.C.C.S., F a t h e r 
Sharkey gave a short talk cen­
tered around the individual's free­
dom from himself and his con­
sciousness. He outlined his re­
search work done in Canada and 
the United States in the fields of 
education, Marriage Court cases, 
and psychiatry, a n d discussed 
man's limitation of freedom when 
he is emotionally disturbed. He 
then introduced the featured 
speaker, Dr. Burke M.D. (psy­
chiatry). 

Dr. Burke declared that man 

Freedom and 
the State 

Dr. Mark MacGuigan of the 
faculty of law of the University 
of Toronto, concluded the Seminar 
with a perceptive discourse on the 
topic: "Freedom and the State". 

Dr. MacGuigan said that Law 
does restrict freedom of choice 
but makes possible a more signif-
icent freedom-freedom of perfec­
tion. He defined the latter as the 
liberty that accompanies doing the 
right thing as opposed to freedom 
of choice which is the liberty to 
do whatever one pleases. 

Maintaining that Law must aim 
at the common good, he went on 
to discuss spiritual and material 
freedoms. The speaker outlined 
the various spiritual freedoms 
such as freedom of religion, press, 
arrest, detention and exile. Point­
ing out and elaborating on three 
clear cut cases, he then proceed­
ed to clarify freedom of religion. 

Maintaining that the purpose of 
the State is protection from harm 
to others, he then touched upon 
material freedoms such as the 
right to private property, the right 
to social security. Quoting freely 
from the Universal Declaration of 
Rights and the encyclicals of Pope 
Pius XI and Pope John XXII, 
t h e distinguished lecturer declar­
ed that today the State is playing 
a positive role with more govern­

ment intervention and greater 
social consciousness. 

Dr. MacGuigan tapered of his 
talk saying that "true freedom, 
freedom of perfection, can be 
gained by the indirect fruit of 
government effort. It can come 
to those living in the society, and 
indeed is both their aim and the 
desire of their government for 
them." 

can be a slave to his compuls­
ions, whether they are alcoholic 
drinking, or s i m p l y washing 
hands, and this can limit h i s 
freedom to the extent that he will 
not be at liberty to make decis­
ions because of his emotional dis­
turbance. 

After Dr. Burke's interesting 
talk a question period was held. 
In this discussion Dr. Sharkey 
defined normality as "a person 
who is free" while abnormality is 
"a person who is not free". As 
time ran out, there were still sev­
eral questions to be asked by the 
curious, but obviously facinated 
audience. 

Terry Burman 

PROMINENT — 
— Continued from page one — 

and Carolingian Portraits: A 
Study in the Ninth Century. 

St. Aldhelm and St. Alcuin are 
well known to all students of 

Freedom and 
The Arts 

After being introduced by Bill 
Faulkner, V i c e-President of 
S.D.U.'s C.F.C.C.S. group, Fr. 
Doucette proceeded to speak to a 
very interested audience on the 
subject of education and freedom. 
He quoted several definitions of 
education, and proceeded to relate 
them with the two prevalent so­
cial trends in the world today as 
stated by the Dominican Cun-
gaard: over-importance given to 
individuals, and power quest of 
Large corporations. Reminding us 
of St. Paul's definition of the 
educated man—"A man of God 
may be furnished to every good 
work"—he proceeded to show how 
both the ideals of the French 
Revolutionaries and the power of 
modern monopoly conspire against 
the formation of the modern edu­
cated Catholic. He was especial­
ly vehement against modern mon­
opoly. 

He spoke also about some mod­
ern ideas of freedom: the Rous-
seauan, the Marxist, the Stoic 
(also Buddhist) and the Christian, 
emphasizing that the Christian 
recognition of God m a d e the 
Christian formula the only one for 
peace positively attained. The 
Christian wills for God to move 
him towards His glory, while the 
others think peace can be found 
only in shirking physical and men­
tal worries. 

He spoke also of the arts in 
the broadest sense of the word. He 

medieval history, while St. Duns-1 was primarily interested in the 
tan is more prominently known 
locally. Dr. Duckett has included 
Lupus of Ferrieres because during 
the dark ninth century he stood 
out as one who loved books and 
learning only less than he loved 
his church. However, during her 
lectures Dr. Duckett will try to 
bring all the scholars to life. 

Dr. Duckett has also reviewed 
books for the New York Times 
Book Review, the New York Her­
ald Tribune Book Review, and for 
periodicals devoted to Latin liter­
ature. She is presently Professor 
Emeritus of Latin Language and 
Literature at Smith College, 
Northampton, Mass. 

freedom of the individual, and 
quick to state that art, an 'in­
complete" virtue, must be guided 
by prudence, a "complete" vir­
tue. An interesting question per­
iod followed a brief pause for dis­
cussion. 

L. Don Elyson 

BURNS JEWELLERS 
Prompt Engraving Service 

Great George Street 
Charlottetown — Dial 6632 

Cantwell's Pharmacy 
Service to the Sick 

175 GRAFTON STREET 

DIAL 4-5132 — CHARLOTTETOWN, P.E.I. 

Adella's Millinery 
GRAFTON STREET, 

Between Queen and 
Prince Streets, 
Charlottetown. 

"Know that this passing and precarious time in history 
wil l demand much of you. It wil l maroon the hesitant, 
but inspire the brave. The state of total gratification is 
for cows, possibly for birds, NOT for man. 
Seek something beyond the split-level rancn-house and the 
two-car garage. Become supremely aware of and inti­
mately involved in the great issues of your day. You 
have the potential for great deeds and today demands 
deeds." 

Dr. Tom Dooley. 

THE MISSIONARY PRIESTHOOD 
DEMANDS GREAT DEEDS. 

NAME (please print) 

Present Address 

Age, Yr. of Uni., Course 

FOR INFORMATION : 
Vocational Director, 
Oblates of Mary Immaculate, 
443 Daly Ave., Ottawa 2, Ont. 

NEED FUNDS TO 

CONTINUE YOUR EDUCATION? 

Roya! Ba^k University Tuition loans up to $1,000 

a year through four years are made to parents, 

guardians or sponsors of students attending 

universities with repayment arranged over a 

longer period than usual. Ask any "Royal" 

manager for details. 

ROYAL BAN K 
Charlottetown Branch 


