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THIS IS THE 69TH PARALLEL: From left to right, Stu Freeman, drummer; John
0’Malley, bass; Tom Gallant, guitar; and Rick Hancox, harmonica, guitar and singer.
Members of the group are all from St. Dunstan’s.

NORTHERN LIGHTS: THE 69th PARALLEL

By KEN HODGE

The best band in this pro-
vince plays the blues, and they
call themselves the 69th Par-
allel. All of them are sopho-
mores at Saint Dunstan’s Uni-
versity this year, and that ex-
plains the number in the name.
I spent a cold Monday night in
Tom Gallant’s apartment with
the 69th Parallel, trying to
find out who they are and what
they are doing. Some of the
interview had to be cut because
I couldn’t write fast enough to
get all of what they were say-
ing. But in what I did get, I've
tried to keep some of both the
content and spontaneity of the
original interview.

There are four of the 69th
Parallel, Rick Hancox is a poet
who also sings, plays harmon-
ica and guitar; Tom Gallant is
a poet who also sings and playg
guitar, he’s the lead guitarist;
John O’Malley is a poet who
also plays bass and does im-
personations of Joan Baez;
is a drum-

mer who also plays drums.
The interview went like this:

Q. What is your favourite
breakfast food?

Tom: Banana splits.

Rick: Toasted serviette, with
mustard.

Stu: Broken drumsticks.
John :Puffed rice.

Tom: He’s a prude.

Q. What do you think about

- today’s pop music?

Rick: I don’t like “Coming

'? Home Soldier.”

John: Will somebody please
tell me what “Summer Wine”

is?
Rick: I do like the electronic

Tom: I like the new stuff

| they're playing on the guitars.

Which is what the bluesmen
were doing twenty years ago.
Groups like the Spoonful are

" fantastic. T like the experiment-
| ing the
" “Revolver” ig the best LP in
" pop music right now.

Beattles are doing.

Stu: T would say, things are

* looking up.

Tom: I like Durante’s fourth
symphony in Z-flat minor.

Rick: T broke up with a girl
because she liked “Hanky
Panky”. T hovre somebody
knows that “Hanky Panky” is
4 song.

" 0. You mentioned the elec-

tronic trend in music. What is

i it?

Rick: The electronie trend in

| Mmusic is when the Beach Boys

invested $60,000 in “Good Vib-
rations”, which is a good sound,
but a bad song.

Tom: Their woofers were
Woofing and their tweeters
tweeters were tweeting, Some-

body stole my amplifier, and
it had my best shoes in it, too.

Rick: What kind of
Viewer are you, anyway’

(Rick picked up Tom’s gui-
tar, and there was an impromp-
tu rehearsal of “Born in Chi-
cago’”, trying to find an even
better way of playing it.)

Q. What kind of band are
you, anyway?

Rick & Tom: Urban blues.

Q. Why are you playing the
blues?

John: The blues is a com-
promise. There has to be both
sound and communication.
There is a profound simplicity
in the music and a simple pro-
fundity in the words.

Tom: Wha'?
Stu: Eh?

Rick: Oh, yeah.. .I’ll tell you
why I like the blues. You’re
not tied down to anything. You
don’t have to imitate anybody.
You can let go.

Q: What is Urban blues?

Rick: It’s a combination of
the introspection and lyries of
the old, country blues, mixed
with the frustration and the
driving beat of the city.

Tom: When the negroes mov-
ed up from the South, they had
to change their musie. It’s the
poetry of their race.

John: It adds a note of per-
sonalism to an impersonal en-
vironment,

Q. Why are so many young
white guys playing it, and no
young negroes?

Tom: The urban blues comes
from negroes that moved up
from the South. The young
negro people think it’s below
their dignity, it’s “Uncle Tom”.

Rick: Yeah, yeah...Negroes
have been constantly moving
from the South, bringing their
blues to the big city, and it
passed on to the white singers
in the city. The white bands
added their technology, and the
result is the contemporary
white urban blues band.

Q. Do you think the blues is
a valid art medium for the
white musician?

Tom: Take the song “C.C.
Rider”. When T sing it, I iden-
tify with the negroes who cry
for the help of the white free-
dom rider. Everyone has been
suppressed. You have to scream
honest, or the people will
know. That’s not a valid rea-
son, but it doesn’t matter. Blues
is a personal thing.

John: Blues is a feeling. I
don’t think pure blues is a
valid medium for the white
man, but big city blues is.

Rick: All blues has been in-
fluenced by the negro.

Tom: But there are white
slum dwellers, too.

(The band broke into a dis-
cussion of the recent CBC-TV
broduction of the blues on the
brogramme “Festival’, in
Which the great bluesmen like

inter- | R

uddy Waters, Sonny Terry,

rownie McGhee, Otis Rush,
Willie Dixon and Memphis

Slim, discussed the same ques-
zion.)

Tom: Big Joe Williams said,
‘Everybody’s goe the blues.

Rick: All through history,
people have had the blues. The
negroes invented the word, but

..(here, Rick broke a coffee
table)...we must forget their
mmense musical and lyrical in-
fluence.

Tom: They invented the form.

Q. Stu, you're the newest to
the blues. What difficulties do
you find in playing it?

Stu: Everybody has the
blues, but some of the rhythnis
are more complex than they
would seem. It's a matter of
exposure to these rhythms.
You can see them in the de-
velopment of the early rock
and roll bands.

(The band started doing im-
personations of various prom-
inent popular singers singing,
“She’ll be Coming ‘Round the
Mountain.)

Q. What are your plans for
your future in music?

Stu: I just like being involved
in music. I don’t care what
kind of musie it is.

Rick: I'd just like to keep
practising and get better, so
that I can do it for a summer
job.

John: T'd like to learn more
about the blues.

Tom: I'd like to be as good
a guitar player as Mike Bloom-
field, of the Paul Butterfield
Blues Band. I want to be in
the band Rick plays with in the
summer,

Now that the blues is becom-
ing increasingly popular, as in-
dicated by the number of blues
bands that are being heard on
the hit parade, and by the fact
that another Island band that
plays some blues finds them
to be their most requested
songs, we are lucky to have a
band like the 69th Parallel at
S.D.U. The 69th Parallel is a
totally blues band, and they
believe in their music to the
extent of total involvement.
They put a lot of sweat into
their rehearsals and a lot of
sweat into their performances.
I wish more people could hear
them. And it won’t be long be-
fore more people will. Ag Stu
said, ‘“things are looking up.”

" |cetting to the

“Happy New Year, one and
all!” There now: at the earliest

convention rules sternly on
these matters. Just as we’d be

friend a Christmas card (didn’t
mail any, by the way, in case
anyone is feeling disappointed).
To add to the long ritual of the
“togetherness club” (beside be-
Tonging to the “right” clubs,
“in” cocktail
parties, and reading the best-
selling books) there is further
indicated for all Canadians this
yvear a mood of deep patriot-
ism, complete with an impera-
tive program to express it: in
offect, not merely neighbour-
liness with the 20 million Can-
adians of today, but even with
the last 100 years of them!
And finally, to purge out, for-
sooth, any last stubborn ves-
tiges of individualism, today
we begin the big ecumenical
Arive, a week of prayer for
~hurch unity!!! <O togetherness
—whatever be our personal in-
clination or econviction — we
submit completely to thine in-
avorable rule!

it; |more

Alumni Assoc.
to Sponsor
Laval Choir

The Laval University Choir
will appear on February 4, 1967
at 8:30 at the Charlottetown
Confederation Center. Their
performance is being sponsored
by the S.D.U. Alumni Associa-
tion for the benefit of the stu-
dents of Saint Dunstan’s. Ad-
mission will be at a reduced
rate of $1.00 for the students,
to help defray the expenses for
the use of the Center.

Today the choir is a mature
musical group, under the dir-
ection of Misg Chantal Mas-
son, and has expanded their
repertoire to include realms
deeply associated with today’s
more modern conception of
folk-music, on an international
level.

The choir now has a mem-
bership of 185 Laval Univer-
sity students, all male, who
are living proof of the achieve-
ments which college students
may obtain.

Evidence of the distinction
this group has attained, it's ex-
cellence and general public ap-
peal, is the fact that Laval Uni-
versity Choir has been chosen
to give the two opening con-
certs on April 29, 1967 at the
Expo theatre in Montreal.
They have appeared on tele-
vision, at International Choral
Festivals, and are nmow antici-
pating a visit to Europe in the

1968 season.

HONEST TO GOD

KELLY

WITH REV. JAMES

It does seem a bit much,
eranted, when depicted as
above, But ig there not some-
thing to be said in favour of
all the togetherness? -- and we
mean, moreover, something
substantial than the
warm glow of the heart, the
comforting but fleeting euph-
oria of the hale, hand-shaking
throng. We think there is.

Togetherness merely for the
sake of togetherness -- with no
reference to whether or not we
want to be together, or belong
together, or come together with
mutual respect and honest de-
sire for the deepest good of
each other -- such togetherness
is a mere delusion, carrying
with it the latent wound and
nnhappiness of all delusion.
But may we make two points,
which we, at least, feel are ex-
tremely important: First, to-
getherness on a very massive
scale -- viz. world unity -- is
not only a good but, for more,
a need of such absolute char-
acter in this modern world of
nuclear weapons and all per-
vasive mass media that we
must either embrace this to-
cetherness or push our indivi-
dualism and nationalism to the
point where we risk losing the
minimal togetherness needed
to constitute one individual
(viz. a fairly dependable bond
between each individual’s limbs
and his torso, upon which bond
nuclear weapons are said to
have an unsettling effect.) Se-
cond: unity is so much a part
of the very design of the
Creator, that it stands revealed
finally as at once the indispen-
sable condition for full human
development and the best mea-

sure of a man’s nobility, ie.
his ability to rise above self.

But, one asks, what of a
man’s conscience? Can’t peo-
ple be saved in any religion
which they’re honestly convin-
ced is the true one and which
they faithfully practise? With-
out a doubt. Indeed, there is
the very reason why the rules
laid down by Vatican II for
ecumenical dialogue stress hon-
esty as a fundamental. Com-
promise on truth will never
produce genuine, lasting hap-
piness. Even ardent love of
peace does not justify denying
truths or honest beliefs. Char-
ity is a bond and a force which
can carry us on together to-
wards God even while we are
still divided.

But there can be no doubt
about the ultimate cure placed
upon division. In his last con-
versation with his apostles
Christ prayed “that they all
may be one”; AND the reason
Christ gave is perhaps even
more important...“so that the
world may believe that thou
(Father) has sent me.” In
short, the achievement of this
unity is the seal, the proof of
the Divine Mission. :

Christians, and Christians
alone, have the adequate for-
mula for world unity. That
unity is probably our deepest
need. This week let us all pray
very hard and do something
practical towards achieving
achieving this unity. We’re try-
ing for a public dialogue be-
tween Christians sometime be-
fore next Wednesday. Watch

the bulletin boards.
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136 PRINCE STREET

STOREY ELECTRIC LTD.

ELECTRICAL OONTRACTORS

SERVICE

“WE SELL THE BEST AND SERVICE THE REST”

DIAL 894-7341

PURITY

FOR THE BEST IN FLUID MILK PRODUCTS

= CALL =

“PARENTS PREFER PURITY PRODUCTS"

DAIRY

CHARLOTTETOWN

H. M. SIMPSON LTD.

138 GREAT GEORGE STREET

PHONE 894-8577

Lo MO DOUCETTE

Kobaks — FiLMs — PROCESSING

REDDIN'S PpHARMACY

132 RICHMOND STREET

SODA FOUNTAIN — LIGHT LUNCHES
PRESCRIPTIONS A SPECIALTY

R. M. SMALLMAN

BILLIARDS
119A KENT STREET
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F
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POOL
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Factory Outletl

169 QUEEN STREET

WHERE SMART
STYLES ORIGINATE

AGNEW
SURPASS

Come in
and browse around.
We have a
complete line of
dress shoes
and Campus Casuals.
for Fall
and Winter Wear.

Queen Street,
Charlottetown




