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THE CRISIS IN HIGHER 
EDUCATION 
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W e a re rap id ly coming to ,a 
t ime of crisis in the field of 
higher educat ion and our choice 
of the two p a t h s f a c m g US will 
help guide Canada ' s fu ture . The 
Canadian people have an opt­
ion; make pos t - secondary edu­
cation avai lable to any s tuden t 
who is academical ly qualified 
or res t r ic t t r a i n ing to the ever 
decreas ing elite who can af­
ford the ever inc reas ing cost. 

You, as a new s tuden t , mu.-t 
quickly learn w h a t the fac ts of 
this s i tua t ion a re . Soon you will 
form your own opinion. Hopeful 
ly you will t ake a l a rge p a r t in 
deciding- which p a t h Canada 
will choose. 

Expans ion of un ive r s i ty facil­
i t ies, r i s ing l iving costs and a t - j 
t e m p t s to wipe out debts a re 
forc ing tu i t ion and room and 
board fees up every year . G r a n t s 
from the provincial g o v e r n m e n t 
or f rom p r i v a t e sourcesi have 
not been sufficient . Recogniz­
ing t he u n b e a r a b l e s i tua t ion , 
the Canad ian Union of Stu­
dents , which r e p r e s e n t s over 
most of Canada , h a s placed t he 
reduct ion of fees a s i ts top 
pr io r i ty pro jec t of th i s yea r . 
This na t iona l s tuden t union, of 
which you a r e now a member , 
h a s declared free educat ion to 
be an i m p o r t a n t , des i rable goal 
towards which C a n a d a m u s t 
s t r ive . C.U.S. r e g a r d s the eli­
mina t ion of tu i t ion fees a s the 
f i r s t s tep in th i s d i rect ion. 

Now, w h a t is r a t i o n a l be ­
hind the decision C.U.S. h a s 
m a d e ? Very briefly, ( anyone 
in t he commi t t ee will be 
glad to discuss th i s wi th you 
f u r t h e r ) , t he Canad ian U n i o n 
of S tuden t s rea l izes t h a t if you 
ask t he individual s t u d e n t to 
pay you a re going to r e s t r i c t 
h igher educat ion to the very 

rich. It is infinitely more J 
sirable to ask society to Pa 

now and to have the student re 
pay his debt later (not entire 
ly in cash) . At present, th 
cost of university to a studen 
is a t least $1500 a year. Th 
average summer earnings of 
s tuden t are about $509. On 
thousand dollars must be paj 
by paren ts or some financin 
scheme like a loan plan. 

Nei ther of these alternativ 
es is a t all acceptable. Whe 
pa r en t s pay students do no 
advance on merit but rathe 
according to financial statu 
In addition, the freedom t 
th ink and decide for onesel 
which is so essential to a un 
ve rs i ty student, is lost in de 
pendence on parental decis 
ions. Loan schemes presen 
such a financial risk that man 
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prospect ive students never ap 
ply. Those who accept thes f 
p lans take on an enormous fin 
-ancial burden whioh arrive 
a t thei r doorstep just as the f 
finish university and the rf: 

fu ture is in the balance 

Bu t why should society beSwor 

the one to pay ? Isn't the st fsf 

dent the one that benefiP 
f rom the education given himfBrt 
Not t rue . True, individual ea 
nings will probably increase jlit 
$180,000 over a lifetime. Mui |W 
of th is however, will be returnei 
to society through progressi 
ely g radua ted income tax. Mo 
i m p o r t a n t than this, socie 
should pay because eoonom 
g rowth and technological a< 
vancement are directly relatl, 
to increases in education. T 1 
Denison report estimates th 
over 40 per cent of Gro 
Na t iona l Product can be a 
t r ibuted to education. If ed •< 
cat ion is of such great bene |™se 

to • ociety, society should sha 
in i ts costs. 
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• The Island's largest selection of men's wear. 

• If you are a university student your credit ac­
count is welcomed. 

• Students discount too ! 
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W H E R E QUALITY IS S U R E 

OPPOSITE CONFEDERATION THEATRE 

required reading 
Chances are you won't find this AIR CANADA schedule among the intellectual nourishment avail­
able in your university or college library. Yet, in not too many years, it could be an important 
bread and butter item on your everyday reading list. And for this very good reason: AIR CANADA 
can take you quickly, comfortably and conveniently to 35 Canadian cities, 7 major U.S. cities, 
and to Britain (with BOAC), Ireland, France, Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Bermuda, Nassau 
and the Caribbean, on matters of business, pleasure and profit. 
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