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ALUMNI ESSAY 

“CANADIAN CITIZENSHIP” 
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most necessary quality of a good citizen is a good moral 
character. 

In addition to a well grounded religious education, a 
secular education is becoming more and more necessary 
as the years go by. In pioneer days people were too much 
occupied with the struggle for existence to have time for 
study. Then, each settlement was a little world in which 
the people moved about and lived; their wants were few 
and their pleasures simple. But as time goes on, as the 
battle for existence becomes less of a serious problem, as 
the advances in science and invention call more and more 
for skilled labor, the demand for an educated body of 
citizens increases proportionally. The time when illiteracy 
was a necessary evil has passed forever. If Canada is to 
keep peace with other nations she must endeavor to raise the 
standard of education in her citizens. Every good citizen 
is deeply and personally interested in the welfare of his 
country and the happiness and prosperity of his neighbors. 
Every one cannot do wonderful things, but each can con- 
tribute his share by the conscientious performance of his 
every-day duties. It is not the individual efforts of the 
talented few that make a country great, we cannot measure 
the standing of a country by the numbers of its poets, 
heroes, or other famous men. These have a far extended 
influence, it is true, but the real criterion of a nation’s 
greatness is the moral standard of the average citizen. It 
is the character, culture and refinement of the so-called 
man in the street, that determine a nation’s standing in 
the eyes of the world. A good Canadian citizen is one who 
can think broadly, and consider the rights of others, one 
who is great enough to rise above all that is narrow and 
provincial and partial, one who is upright and honest, with 
himself, with his neighbor and with God. Such a man is 
an educated man in the true sense of the word. Canada 
needs more of them. In regard to government there is 
little need to say more than a passing word, for the charac- 
ter of a people is reflected in its government. The people 
form the government; if they are what they should be, 
the government cannot be otherwise than pure and in- 
corruptible. 

A serious question in Canada today, and one that. 
demands immediate consideration, is that of immigration. 
Canada has room for thousands more people, especially 
in the new and undeveloped sections.. She extends the 
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make a country attractive. What other country presents 
such a varied wealth of scenic beauty as Canada? The 
giant mountain fastnesses; the seemingly boundless expanse 
of fertile prairies; the network of beautiful rivers with 
their cataracts and rapids; the broad, luxuriant forest 
belts;-these make Canada a paradise for the lover of 
nature. Nature is here at  her best. Every season brings 
with it new beauties, new wonders, to attract the eye and 
delight the soul. To him who is more concerned with the 
matter of fact, the material things of life, what stronger 
inducement can be offered than the wealth of her mines, 
her forests, her waters and her farms, which are waiying 
only to be developed. The immigrant in search of a new 
home, or the native Canadian in search of a broader scope 
for his energy, will find in Canada an open field, with 
unlimited possibilities, possibilities which honest diligence e 

should, in reasonable time, convert into tangible realities. 
With an industrious people, living in the midst of an 
abundance of nature’s gifts, it is not unreasonable to 
expect that Canada may one day become tLe leader among 
the nations. We may never succeed in making a veritable 
Utopia of our country, but we can at least make an earnest 
effort to approach as near as possible to the ideal. The 
future of Canada lies, under God, in the hands of its citi- 
zens. It is for us to say what its destiny shall be. If we 
but cherish our birthright as a sacred trust, as a precious 
gift that cannot be bought or sold, but to be handed down 
from generation to generation, as pure and spotless as it J 
was left to us, there need be no fear for the future. Then ’ 
shall we hear voices calling to us from the dim mists of the 
past, not in terms of disappointment and reproach, but 
swelling into a mighty chorus, encouraging us as we toil on: 

“Young is she yet, her world task but begin, 
By you we know her safe, and know by you 
Her veins are million but her heart is one.’’ 

THE WORLD OVER 
In vain we call old notions fudge, 
And bend our conscience to our dealing; 
The Ten Commandments will not budge, 
And s h l i n g  will continue steahg. 

-Lowell. 


