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REVIEW 
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the instrument which Moltke had forged and the nations 
awoke to find themselves face to face with the fait accompli! 

After a period of suspense the new Europe crystallised 
into two armed camps-The Triple Alliance, composed 
of Germany, Austria Hungary and Italy-and the Dual 
Alliance of France and Russia. This alignment though 
not a true Balance of Power, because the groups were really 
antagonistic, still preserved the peace of Europe for forty 
years. 

The world war was brought about by the fact that 
the political structure of Europe, and the world for that 
matter, was not adaptable to the changed conditions of 
modern times. Two adaptations or adjustments were 
needed. 

The first as to power-that was the problem of finding 
a new and appropriate place for the expanding Germany 
created by Bismarck. She had few colonies. She needed 
raw materials and markets. She would soon have to 
import food stuffs. Yet the whole world was divided 
between the Great Powers and the navy of England the 
greatest of colonial and commercial Empires was par- 
amount on the seas. 

According to the militant philosophy then current in 
Germany there was only one course to adopt-and that 
was to make Germany’s might sufficient to compel atten- 
tion and as a last resort, compliance with her needs. 
Hence the Anglo French entente and the military and 
naval competition before 1914. 

The second cause was the inability or unwillingness 
of Germany, Austria, and Russia to yield to the renewed 
democratic and nationalist movements of Central and 
Eastern Europe. The political structure of this continent 
East and North East of the Rhine and the Alps defied both 
nationality and democracy. It was this movement that 
caused the war for it was an argument for the physical 
force party, to wage a successful external war and then they 
should be able to crush such movements a t  home. 

Very few people, today, still believe that anybody 
deliberately pressed the war button :-saying to himself 

Here goes. If I press i t  its war-if not-peace.” Yet 
it is essential that we realize that fact if we are to prevent 
a repetition of 1914. So long as the legend is still current 
that the troubles of the last ten years were the deliberate 
haad-work of two or three superdevils, men will never 

What then caused the world War? 
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