
JANUARY, 1968 CHARLOTTETOWN, RE. PAGE- 5 

ilENESS On Campus 
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My answer to the question of whether or not there is a spiritual 
awareness on our campus is a reluctant "no". I say reluctant because I 
found this a difficult question to answer, and had to look at two sides— 
the pro and the con. My personal conception of being spiritually aware 
is certainly not that of going around with hands clasped and head bowed 
in deep meditation — there's none of that on our campus, thank God. 
However, I do feel that being spiritually aware is something more, from 
within one-self, which projects in daily conversation and activities in a 
concrete manner. Being a Catholic university, St. Dunstan's should find 
this awareness everywhere on campus, but, unfortunately, I feel this is 
not so. 

The students here seem to just come and go every day, following 
their daily routine of class, study, and recreation like mechanical robots. 
God is seldom mentioned, unless in an argument, and one gets the impres­
sion that once the high school line is crossed, an automatic barrier against 
anything "spiritual" goes up. Perhaps this is because of the build-up 
university life gets of being a status quo. Students are obviously becom­
ing more "worldly" and apparently don't have the time to be spiritually 
aware. And this is not good. It is necessary for each student to be spir­
itually aware, or he will find lacking in his life a fundamental and vital 
part of fulfillment. Now, I'm not saying that our whole campus is posi­
tively spiritually unaware, but I do feel that for a Christian University 
there definitely should be more of a reflection of spiritual awareness. 
Where is the spiritual awarness in the guy who comes staggering home 
from a dance using language that would knock you over; or in the girl 
who speaks to and associates with only a certain select few, and snubs 
others ? 

What our campus needs now is an awakening to the fact that 
we're becoming stagnant in our general spiritual awareness, and the sooner 
we come to life and begin to reflect our awareness, the better for Saint 
Dunstan's! 

The term spirituality has both religious and intellectual connota­
tions. My aim is to make some candid remarks about the general intel­
lectual atmosphere at S.D.U. as it might appear to a newcomer. 

1) Intellectual achievement by individual students is not valued 
highly, by the University as a whole, as is exteriorly manifested by the 
absence of an honours list. 

2) At a deeper level, this is reflected by the nature of present aca­
demic compulsion. There is no place in the modern university for com­
pulsion except where it fosters achievement. Mandatory courses and 
classes are only indirect controls which engender frustration instead of 
dedication. They should be replaced by demands which bear directly on 
achievement such as higher standards of work. If emphasis were placed 
on quality, all forms of indirect compulsion would become superfluous. 
Reasonable but progressively higher standards should be demanded even 
at the cost of a rise in the failure rate. 

3) I fear that reluctance to pay that price has tended to generate 
a pragmatic approach to academic requirements. Any downward revision 
of standards aimed at minimizing the number of failures would impair 
the value of S.D.U. degrees and weaken the University's reputation. 

4) At the students' level the pragmatic attitude of some groups 
is reflected in the belief (mistaken, I hope) that if sufficient numbers 
refuse to meet professorial demands, these will be diluted by the Admin­
istration. 

5) Of major importance at S.D.U. is the ideal of an integrated re­
ligious and intellectual life. This ideal should certainly be pursued but 
with the proviso that this be done authentically. Serious dissenting views 
should be exposed along with Catholic ones. A one-sided approach is not 
only inadequate but dangerous in a pluralistic society. The truth cannot 
be harmed by intelligent re-appraisal but stands to gain new vitality. 

6) Fundamental aspects of scholarship are not stressed enough. 
This is evident when even Junior and Senior students are confused about 
preparing seminars and when they submit papers marred by spelling er­
rors, lack of organization, and uncritical regurgitations of texts. 

On the other hand, there are indications that most students are 
capable and desirous of sound achievement and I am convinced of their 
good will and honesty. If the University asks of them, it shall receive. 
In this day where excellence is at a premium, no university can afford 
to cater to the complaints of the lazy, recalcitrant segment of the student 
body, nor can it operate on a welfare concept of education: Everyone has 
the right to attend university but each must earn the right to graduate. 

If the above contains any illusions, I trust my readers will be kind! 
enough to dispel them. 

Verner Smitheram 

Assistant Professor of Philosophy 


