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MAHLER: UNKNOWN GENIUS 
Altho 

boread by reading some of s summer was not corn-
lost. Among other 

N i K s I discovered Gustave Ma­
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Gustave Mahler belonged to 
the musical era that stretched 
rom the late nineteenth con­

cept | u r y Up fco the First W o r l d 
l01n% jjyar. This was a period of tran-
ioh a iition from late Romantic to 

»arly modern music. In this 
[ay, he was known primarily as 
\ conducter and a daring one 
too instilled new vitality into 
Id works. He was particularly 
uccessful in opera, became 

at ktioted for his performances of 
given Ifozart and Wagner, and held 

lie conductership of the Vienna 
jtoyal, the Metropolitan and ot­
ter leading houses. 

Mahler led a surprisingly 
Ictive life. He travelled. . .con-
itantly, constantly rehearsed 
rchestras, and arranged new 
pera productions and concerts. 

Jp/somehow he managed to 
(ind some time on the side for 
bmposing. His work was not 

i« irell received by the concert go-
Jig public of his day., but it 
was accepted by his fellow 

' Jomposers as is proved by its 
"̂  |jInfluence on their works. 

Unlike his more famous 
d on papirotege, Richard Strauss, the 

lown" to earth realist Mah-
J3r was a mystic. He was a 
hilosopher, a brooder w h o 

lontemplated the values of life 
Ind death, and both consciously 
Ind unconsciously inf used emot-
fcns resulting from his thoughts 
pto his music. Like Strauss, 

his music is programatic. But 
unlike Strauss who copied and 
suggested natural sounds, Mah­
ler copied abstract thought, and 
this is one reason why he is 
often difficult to interpret. 

Mahler wrote his best works 
in the song and symphonic 
forms, although he didn't al­
ways separate these two forms. 
His song cycles are usually 
heavily orchestrated, w h i l e 
his symphonies sometimes in­
clude Lieder as complete move­
ments. An example of the for­
mer is his KINDERTOTEN-
LIEDER, a cycle of profound 
sadness on the theme of the 
death of a child. An example 
of the latter is the FOURTH 
SYMPHONY in G, whose last 
movement completes a child's 
vision of paradise with a 
joyous song. 

Like Wagner and the late 
Romantics Mahler demanded 
an orchestra of enormous size, 
but instead of allowing the va­
rious voices in the orchestra to 
become lost in the sound of the 
whole, as they had done, he pre-
fered to delineate carefully 
between each voice. This inno­
vation was carried on into what 
we call Modern Music. Besides 
this, Mahler believed that a 
symphony should be a musi­
cal potpurri, that it should con­
tain something of everything. 
So, a listener may be jarred 
when a glorious march sudden­
ly gives tune to a naive coun­
try dance. This effect accounts 
for the seeming uneveness of 
many of his symphonies. 

Much of his great work is 
marked by a great technical 
mastery, the result of his in­
tensive study of range of Eur-
pean musical tradition, and by a 
shattering emotional power, the 
result partly of his pervading 
symbolism. Some of the recur 
ring symbols in his symphon 
ies are; the Laenler dance re 
presenting the trivial pleasures 
of life; the gloomy funeral 
March which drowns out the 
song with beating drums; the 
convulsion in the orchestra re 
sembling a sudden anxiety 
w h i c h destroys b 1 i s sf u 1 
thoughts; and the trumpet call 
arousing the dead. 

Card of Thanks 
The executive of the Liberal 

Club extend a sincere thank 
you to S.DvU.S.U. President 
Dave Morton and his council 
for their vote of confidence re 
the use of the coffee-shop for 
Oct. 6. It also wishes to thank 
Jim Davis for his co-operation. 

The executive espec i a 1 ly 
thanks the six members who 
aided in advertising and de­
corating. They were;; P a x i l 
Hickey, Liz Lawler, Leo Bro-
derick, Winnie McCardle, John 
Delaney, and Josie Kickham. 
Your hard work and zeal were 
very much appreciated. 

—The Executive 

The almost infinite variety 
to be found in his music is of­
ten accounted for by the con­
flicts within his whole per­
sonalty make*up. For example, 
there were the conflicts of 
Czech, birth vs Austrian citi-
ship, Jewish background versus 
Austrian, Christian conformity, 
sophistication versus recur­
ring naivity, love for the oc­
cidental versus love for the 
Oriental. 

I t was the latter love which 
gave birth to the work which 
is considered his masterpkiece. 
DAS LIED VON DER ERDE, 
THE SONG OF THE EARTH, 
is an interpretation of several 
poets of the T'ang dynasty of 
China. It is a farewell to the 
world not a fond farewell, but 
a 'bitter renunciation' of the 
world and everything worldly. 
Mahler's music matches the in­
tense pessimism of the words. 
It is somber and dark, but oc­
casionally lightened with tou­
ches of remarkable bright ori­
ental colours. 

I t can be said truly that 
Gustave Mahler is one of the 
most misunderstood of music­
ians. This is so primarily be­
cause of the complexity of his 
life and works, but also, I think 
because of the general lack of 
acquaintance with him. I 
hope that sometime during this 
year our Music Appreciati o n 
Club will give us a chance to 
become better acquainted with 
him. 

- Leonard St. John 

CAMPUS LIBERALS ACTIVE 
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The campus Liberal lClub| 
>s swung into action this year 

Jnder the leadership of Presi-
|ent Dave Mullally. On Octo-
ler 6th the club organized a ral-
m at the Coffee Shop entitled 
•Meet the Candidates." The 
jurpose of the event was to 
jive the students an opportun­
ity to meet those men represent­
ing the Liberal Party on P.E.I. 
Ind in addition to acquaint 
Iveryone with the policies of the 
Ifrty and the issues of the 
•lection. 

I The night began when the 
ladidates were piped into 
Pe Coffee Shop sporting red 
filiations, a gift to them from 
• club. Chairman for the 
• f was Dave Mullally. Ken 

Jjclnnis, senior arts student 
p m Souris introduced Mr. John 
•fallally, candidate for King's 
'o u%. The young candidate 
Pa former student of S.D.U. 
Poke of his days at S.D.U. and 
J 6 h i s ™ws o n politicians 
Y o n national unity. 
3 e n e x t speaker was candi-
L, j r* B.B. Jones who was 
K ° u d b y K a t h l e e n Mac-
| nald, senior arts student. 
L ' J o n e s explained that he was 
t?.e agriculture 
Pfiral 

man on the 
team for Queen's 

I *TVA a n d a s 8 U c h h e S P 0 ^ 6 

Aral i ^ t S ° n t h e P r o b l e m s o f 

mi >, ln& ana" improvements 
*™ needed to be made on the 

F u t u r e scene on P.E.I. 

A 
The 

Kin forme of ier Minister 
s a nd Technical S u m y i 

Hon. J. Watson McNaught em­
phasized the tremendous im­
portance of having a respon­
sible majority government for 
Canada. He felt the need now 
was not only pressing because 
there was little time for ad­
ministration of the actual bus­
iness of government but more­
over and more important be­
cause the present opposition 
was not a responsible one. Mr. 
McNaught was introduced by 
sophomore science student Bob 
Hickey. 

A second alumni of St. Dun-
stan's also took up the call 
of the Liberal party. Noted as 
a distinguished member of the 
academic community, candid­
ate Dr. Mark R. MacGuigan 
received magnanimous app­
lause from faculty and stu­
dents. The theme of his speech 
was education. He spoke on the 
educational problems inherited 
from our constitution, the Bla­
den commission and the Liberal 
party's policy in regard to fe­
deral aid for education. Miss 
Barbara Johnson, President of 
the P.W.C. Students' Council 
introduced Mr. MacGuigan. 

Following the speeches there 
was a question period. The pol­
itical spirit invigorated through­
out the shop and nearly all the 
issues were brought up at the 
same time. Coffee was pro­
vided and everyone met the 
men informally after the quest-

Such an event was the first 

E X A M S 
Mid-terms will hit us soon. 

These, as so many of us know, I 
are lovely little things, beloved 
by all, embraced by all, and 
flunked by quite a few. There | 
is a tenderness of memory in­
volved in the writing of these 
exams, a sweetness of recall, a 
stimulating challenge to start 
studying so that you might 
have something, 80 per cent of 
which you will forget for your 
exam. 

O temporal o mores! 

of its kind held in the Coffee 
Shop. Although there was 
some doubt as to whether a pol­
itical rally should take place 
there, the club proved that this 
could be done successfully. 

On Oct. 16th Dave Mullally's 
Liberals left the campus by 
motorcade to meet the Prime 
Minister L.B. Pearson a t the 
Charlottetown Airport. The en­
thusiasm was immense. With 
flags, posters and confetti the 
group looked like politics is fun 
after all. The action policy of 
the campus Liberals seems to 
pay off. 

In the near future a model 
parliament will be held as a 
joint project of both Liberal and 
Conservative clubs. This, of 
course, will be a major under­
taking with plenty of study in­
volved but as their slogan goes, 
"College Liberals get things 
done!" 

THIS 

WAS 

FRESHMAN I 

WEEK 

BUT 

I T ' S 

EVERYBODY'S 

YEAR! 


